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PMO to move out of South
Block on Makar Sankranti,
a first since Independence

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s new office is al-
most ready, and he is set to
shift this week on Makar
Sankranti, January 14. The
new address, ‘Seva Teerth’
complex, has been built as
part of the Central Vista
Redevelopment Project.

The complex has been
designed to house the
Prime Minister’s Office, the
Cabinet Secretariat, and the
National Security Council
Secretariat (NSCS), with
each three of them having
a separate building.

The new structure that
will be housing the PMO
is named ‘Seva Teerth-1".
It boasts modern work-
spaces and grand ceremo-
nial rooms, reflecting the
theme of ‘service’ (seva).
The relocation of the PMO
will mark the end of an
era; it has been located
in the South Block since
India’s independence in
19447.

While ‘Seva Teerth 2’
is already occupied by
the Cabinet Secretariat,
which relocated in Sep-

PM Modi greets nation on Lohri

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday greeted
people on the occasion of Lohri, expressing hope that
the festival deepens the spirit of joy and optimism
in society. The harvest festival of Lohri is celebrated
mostly across north India. “Warm greetings to ev-
eryone on the auspicious occasion of Lohri. Lohri
celebrates nature and is about expressing gratitude.
May this special festival deepen the spirit of joy and
optimism in our society. May the warmth of Lohri
inspire renewed hope and harmony all around us,”

Modi said in a post on X..

tember last year, ‘Seva
Teerth-3’ will accom-
modate the National
Security Advisor’s office.
Once vacated, the South
and North Blocks will be
converted into a public
museum, ‘Yuge Yugeen
Bharat Sangrahalaya’. An
agreement was signed
on December 19, 2024

About 2,000 killed in Iran
protests, says official

DUBAI/GENEVA, JANUARY 13

Around 2,000 people
were killed in Iran pro-
tests, an Iranian official
told Reuters on Tuesday,
blaming “terrorists” for
the deaths of civilians and
security personnel.
Meanwhile, the UN
human rights chief said
that he was "horrified"
by mounting violence
by Iran's security forces
against peaceful protesters.
"This cycle of horrific
violence cannot continue.

The Iranian people and
their demands for fair-
ness, equality and justice
must be heard," UN High
Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights Volker Turk
said in a statement read
out by UN rights office
spokesperson Jeremy
Laurence.

Asked to comment on
the scale of the killings,
Laurence, citing the Unit-
ed Nations' own sources
in Iran, said: "The num-
ber that we're hearing is
hundreds." PTI

with France’s Museum
Development Agency for
the technical cooperation
for the development of
the planned museum.
The entire Seva Teerth
premises (also known as
Executive Enclave) is be-
ing built at a cost of Rs
1,189 crore by Larsen &
Toubro. PTI
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TRUMP ANNOUNCES ADDITIONAL 25 PER
P0G @ CENT TARIFF OVER IRAN TRADE
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INDIA EYE SERIES CLINCHER IN RAJKOT AS NEW
ZEALAND LOOK TO BOUNGE BACK
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Punjab Lok Bhawan wears traditional
Punjabi look on Lohri celebrations

PUNJAB GOVERNOR, HARYANA GOVERNOR, CM & CM HARYANA GRACE THE OCCASION

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Punjab Lok Bhawan cel-
ebrated Lohri in a tradi-
tional Punjabi manner
here this evening reflect-
ing the cultural ethos of
the festival.

The function was hosted
by the Governor of Pun-
jab and Administrator of
Chandigarh, Gulab Chand
Kataria. Those present in-
cluded Haryana Governor
Prof. Ashim Kumar Ghosh,
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann,
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, Hary-
ana Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Harvinder Kalyan, Punjab
Cabinet Minister Aman
Arora, Harjot Singh Bains
and Sanjeev Arora, Rajyas-
abha Member Dr. Ashok
Mittal and Satnam Singh
Sandhu, Chandigarh May-
or Harpreet Kaur Babla,
Chandigarh Chief Secre-
tary H. Rajesh Prasad, and
senior officials of the Pun-
jab, Haryana and Chandi-
garh Administrations.

Extending Lohri greet-
ings, the Governor high-

CM Mann to appear before Sri Akal Takht Sahib
on January 15; cancels all other programmes

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Singh
Mann put to rest all
speculation around his
appearance before Sri
Akal Takht Sahib, stat-
ing unequivocally that
neither he nor his office
has sought any change in
timing and that January

lighted the festival’s cultur-
al and social significance,
saying that such celebra-

15 has been kept entirely
free to comply with the
Sri Takht Sahib’s direc-
tions. Asserting that he
will present himself
with full humility, the
Chief Minister under-
scored that no official
communication seek-
ing a rescheduling has
been issued and that
the entire day stands
exclusively dedicated to

tions promote harmony,
strengthen community

Sri Akal Takht Sahib,
whose orders, he said,
are supreme and will be
followed in letter and
spirit.

In a statement issued
on Tuesday, CM Mann
said, “I will appear before
Sri Akal Takht Sahib as a
devout Sikh and there is
no question whatsoever
of seeking any change in
the timing.”

civilisational values.
The legend of Punjabi

Abdullah Khan Bhatti) was
also remembered with awe
during the festivities.

A cultural programme
presented by the North
Zone Cultural Centre
(NZCC) featured folk
dances and songs associ-
ated with Lohri. The lawns
of Punjab Lok Bhawan
were decorated to resemble
a traditional heritage vil-
lage, adding to the festive
ambience.

A dinner was hosted for
the dignitaries and guests.
The Governor conveyed
his best wishes for peace,
prosperity and well-being
to the people of Punjab,
Haryana and Chandigarh

bonds and help preserve folk hero Dulla Bhatti (Rai on the occasion.

For every dog bite, we are going to...: SC’s big remark on stray dog issue

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it will ask
states to pay a “heavy
compensation” for dog-bite
incidents as it flagged its
concern over the lack of
implementation of norms
on stray animals for the

past five years.

A Bench of Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep
Mehta, and NV Anjaria
said that even dog lovers
and feeders will be held
“responsible” and “account-

able” for dog-bite incidents. to children or elderly, we
“For every dog bite, are going to ask the state
death or injury caused governments to pay heavy

compensation, as they did
not do anything on imple-
mentation of norms in the
past five years. Also, re-
sponsibility and account-
ability will be fixed on those
who are feeding these stray
dogs. If you love these ani-
mals so much, then why
don’t you take them to your

Our 22-minute strike shook Pakistan’s
decision-making, says Gen Dwivedi

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

Indian Army Chief Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi on
Tuesday said that there
were two turning points
during Operation Sindoor,
one of them being the very
22-minute strike on terror
targets due to which the
decision-making of Paki-
stan was disrupted.
Speaking at the annual
press conference of the

Indian Army here, Gen

BJP top brass meets to finalise
national president election schedule

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

Top BJP brass met in the
party headquarters today
to finalise the schedule for
the election of the national
president. BJP internal
poll in charge K Laxman
chaired the meeting.

The national election
will be a mere formal-
ity with the recently ap-
pointed national working
president Nitin Nabin set
to be elected unopposed.

Nevertheless, the BJP Na-
tional Council and National
Executive meeting has to
take place before the final
formality of electing the

BJP national president.
National council mem-
bers — chosen from among
states — form the electoral
college for the national
president election. Nabin
will replace JP Nadda
who has been on an un-

precedented extension.
A tentative date for the
election is January 20 sub-
ject to the availability of
the Prime Minister, said
sources adding that the
schedule would most likely
be announced today. PTI

Dwivedi said, “The first
was the 22-minute strike
on terrorist targets, which
derailed the opposite side’s
decision-making, and they
took time to take that all
in. Due to this, there was

confusion among them,

Situation along LAC stable but requires

constant monitoring: Army Chief

Referring to the situation along the disputed bound-
ary with China, Indian Army Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi said on Tuesday that the situation remains
“stable but needs constant monitoring.” Speaking at
the annual press conference ahead of Army Day on
January 15, he added, “Situation at northern front
remains stable but needs constant monitoring. Our
deployment along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)

remains balanced.”

and that led to misman-

aged responses, which were sponse.”

met with our calibrated re-
PTI

SC delivers split verdict on validity
of PC Act provision mandating prior

sanction to probe govt official

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday delivered a split
verdict on the constitu-
tional validity of Section
17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act which man-
dates a prior approval from
the competent authority to
launch a probe against a
government official.
Terming it an attempt
to “protect the corrupt”,
Justice BV Nagarathna
held that no prior sanc-
tion was needed from the
competent authority to

probe a government of-
ficial, while Justice KV
Vishwanathan chose to
uphold the provision even
as he read it down.
Justice Viswanathan
said the Lokpal/Lokayuta
should decide if a govern-
ment official should be
prosecuted or not. “Section
17A has no vice of invalid
classification. The possibil-
ity of abuse is no ground to
strike down Section 17A,”
he pronounced. In view of
the split verdict, the matter
will now be referred to a
larger Bench. The verdict

came on a PIL filed by the
Centre for Public Interest
Litigation challenging the
validity of Section 17A of
the Actintroduced through
an amendment in 2018.
The petitioner had con-
tended that the require-
ment of prior approval
for investigating a public
servant reintroduced a pro-
tection that had already
been struck down by the
Supreme Court in Vineet
Narain v. Union of India
and Dr. Subramaniam
Swamy v. Director, CBI,
wherein the top court. PTI

house. Why should these
dogs loiter around, bite and
scare people?” Justice Nath
said.

Justice Mehta concurred
with the views of Justice
Nath and said, “Who
should be held accountable
when dogs attack a 9-year-
old? The organisation that

is feeding them? You want
us to shut our eyes to the
problem.” The top court
was hearing several petitions
seeking modification of its
November 7, 2025 order
directing the authorities to
remove these stray animals
from the institutional areas
and roads. PTI

China’s claim on Shaksgam valley
unacceptable; entire PoK belongs to

India: Ladakh L-G

JAMMU, JANUARY 13

Ladakh Lieutenant
Governor Kavinder
Gupta on Tuesday
strongly rejected
China’s claim over the
Shaksgam valley, as-
serting that the entire
region of Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK)
belongs to India. He
also asserted that no
expansionist attempt
would be tolerated.
China on Monday
reaffirmed its territo-
rial claims over the
Shaksgam valley in the
backdrop of India’s ob-
jections, stressing that
the Chinese infrastruc-
ture projects in the area
are “beyond reproach”.
“The whole of
(Pakistan-occupied)
Kashmir is ours. We
do not know what Pak-
istan has traded with
China. China should
understand that noth-
ing will be achieved
through its expansionist
policy. India is capable. It
is not the India 0f 1962,
itis the India of 2026.
Any such attempts will
be foiled. The Ministry of
External Affairs is taking
cognisance of it,” he told
reporters here. PTI

Kavinder Gupta

Chinese Communist
Party team visits BJP

office, calls on RSS
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

The Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party on Tuesday
said it held a for-
mal meeting with a
Chinese delegation
openly, given the
"improved" relations
between New Delhi
and Beijing, unlike
the Congress which,
it alleged, "secretly"
signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
with the neighbouring
country's ruling party.

The ruling party also
slammed the Congress
for raising border is-
sues, saying it has "no
locus" to do so as the
root of the actual prob-
lems with China can
be traced back to the
time of the first prime
minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru. PTI
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Amritsar administration celebrates ‘Dhiyan

31 trains rescheduled, several cancelled &
diverted due to bridge work in Jalandhar

HARISH MONGA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ferozepur, January 13

As many as 31 trains have
been rescheduled or regu-
lated, with delays ranging
from 30 minutes to over
three hours on different
dates. Major trains affected
include Amritsar-Bandra
Terminus, Amritsar—Kati-
har, Howrah—Amritsar,
Amritsar-Delhi, and Am-
ritsar—Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus.

The announcement of
major changes in train op-
erations on the Amritsar—
Jalandhar section is due to
trafficand OHE (Overhead
Equipment) block for the re-
placement of existing girders
with new PSCslabs at Bridge
No. 28 in the Jalandhar City
yard. The disruption will af-
fect train services on different
dates between January 27
and January 31, 2026.

Asmany as 31 trains have
been rescheduled or regulat-
ed, with delays ranging from
30 minutes to over three
hours on different dates.
Major trains affected include
Amritsar-Bandra Terminus,
Amritsar-Katihar, Howrah—
Amritsar, Amritsar-Delhi,

and Amritsar-Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus.

Railway authorities have
advised passengers to check
train status before commenc-
ing their journey and have
sought public cooperation
during the essential infra-
structure upgrade work.

Train cancellations: A
total of six trains have been
cancelled on selected dates.
These include Amritsar-
Delhi (Train No. 14680)
and Delhi-Amritsar (Train
No. 14679) on January 29
and 31; Amritsar-Haridwar
(12054:) and Haridwar-Am-
ritsar (12053) on January
31; and passenger services
between Jalandhar City and
Firozpur Cantt (Train Nos.
74931 and '74940) on Janu-
ary 31.

Diversions are: Three
long-distance trains will
operate on diverted routes
on specified dates. Sambal-
pur-Jammu Tawi (18309),
Pathankot-Delhi (224:30),

Jalandhar industrialists strengthen
night security across key factory areas

JALANDHAR, JANUARY 13

In a significant step toward
ensuring the safety and se-
curity of factory workers,
industrialists in Jalandhar
have further strengthened
night-time security arrange-
ments across major indus-
trial zones. What began
nearly two years ago with
limited resources has now
expanded into a compre-
hensive security network
covering the Focal Point,
Gadaipur, Leather Complex
and Surgical Complex areas.

Initially, three Bolero
security vehicles were de-
ployed for night patrolling
in response to frequent
incidents of robbery and
snatching involving factory
workers returning home late
at night. With the success
of the initiative, the proj-
ect has now been scaled up
considerably. At present, the
security setup includes four
Bolero vehicles, 4-5 motor-
cycles, around 40 trained
security personnel, gunmen,
live surveillance cameras
and a dedicated ambulance.

Narinder Singh Sagoo,
a leading industrialist and
the driving force behind the
initiative, said that the im-
pact has been remarkable.
“Within ayear, criminal in-
cidents in these areas have
reduced by nearly 90 per
cent,” he stated. He added
that permission has also
been obtained to deploy

drones for surveillance. “If
someone commits a crime
and tries to flee, drones will
help track and catch them
quickly,” Sagoo said.

To further enhance
worker welfare, industri-
alists have also arranged
an ambulance service. In
case of any medical emer-
gency, whether a factory
worker falls ill, a security
guard requires assistance,
or a worker’s child needs
urgent medical help, trained
staffwill provide first aid and
transport the patient to a
hospital. Sagoo noted that
the initiative was launched
in coordination with the
city police, whose support
has been instrumental in
its success. Factory work-
ers in these industrial areas
had earlier expressed seri-
ous safety concerns due to
repeated attacks and rob-
beries during night hours.
Taking the issue seriously,
the industrial community
collectively stepped in to ad-
dress the problem through
organised security measures.

The expanded fleet of
security vehicles was offi-
cially flagged off at the En-
gineering Export Promotion
Council (EEPC) office in
Focal Point on February 3
in 2024, marking another
milestone in the effort to
create a safer environment
for thousands of workers
employed in industrial
areas. AGENCIES
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and Hoshiarpur-Agra Cantt
(11906) will skip several sta-
tions, including Jalandhar
City, Beas, Amritsar, Batala,
Dhariwal, Gurdaspur, and
Dinanagar, during the di-
version.

Short Termination is
- Five trains will be short-
terminated, including Bha-
gat Ki Kothi-Jammu Tawi
(14803), which will termi-
nate at Firozpur Cantt on
January 28 and 30. Some
passenger and MEMU
services between Firozpur
Cantt and Jalandhar City
will terminate at Khojewala
or Phagwara on January 31.

Short Originations are -
Four trains will originate
from intermediate stations
instead of their usual starting
points. Jammu Tawi-Bhagat
Ki Kothi (14:804:) will origi-
nate from Firozpur Cantt
onJanuary 29 and 31, while
select passenger services
will start from Khojewala
or Phagwara.

Health Dept

N.P.S. CHAMAK

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, January 13

The Health Department
has issued a strong warning
against smoking in public
places and the sale of tobacco
products near educational
institutions, reiterating strict
enforcement of the Cigarettes
and Other Tobacco Products
Act (COTPA). Officials said
violators will face heavy fines
and legal action as part of

Di Lohri’ with 101 newborn girls

RAMAN CHAMAK
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, January 13

Celebrating “Dhiyan Di
Lohri” (Lohri of Daugh-
ters), Punjab Cabinet
Minister Harbhajan Singh
ETO and his wife Suhinder
Kaur joined Lohri festivi-
ties with staff and officials
of the district administra-
tion at Saroop Rani Col-
lege for Women here. The
event specially honoured
the families and parents
of 101 newborn girls, who
were invited to celebrate
their daughters’ first Lohri.
In Punjab and mostly
in North India, Lohri, es-
pecially the first Lohri, is
considered significant for
a newborn. Traditionally,
however, the celebration
was largely limited to the
birth of baby boys. Over the
years, this patriarchal norm
has begun to fade, giving
way to new traditions that
promote gender equality.
Minister Harbhajan Singh
ETO distributed Lohri to
the families of the newborn
girls and congratulated
them on the festival.
“These daughters should
be educated and bring hon-

our to their families and the
country. It must be reiterat-
ed that daughters today are
excelling in every field and
bringing glory to their par-
ents and the nation,” said
Minister ETO. He added
that in Punjab, educated
and capable women have
taken charge as Deputy
Commissioners in nearly
seven to eight districts.
Deputy Commissioner,
Amritsar, Dalwinderjit
Singh said parents should
not consider daughters a
burden but should provide
them equal opportunities
for education. “To eradicate
social evils like dowry, we
must educate sons and em-
power daughters,” he said.
Meanwhile, the Indian
Academy of Fine Arts
(IAFA) also celebrated

Lohri by dedicating the fes-
tivities to art. Artists, poets
and cultural enthusiasts
participated in the celebra-
tions. Prior to the event,
the city’s artist fraternity
paid a solemn tribute to
veteran Bollywood actor
Dharmendra.

In another event, former
chairman of the Amritsar
Improvement Trust (AIT)
and senior Congress leader
Dinesh Bassi celebrated
Lohri with residents of
Ward No. 32 in the East
constituency. Extending
Lohri greetings to the resi-
dents, Bassi said Lohri is
not merely a festival of cir-
cling around a bonfire, but
a symbol of farmers’ hard
work, mutual brotherhood
and Punjab’s rich cultural
heritage.

Yudh Nashian Virudh: ANTF arrests
two including woman with ICE drug

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ferozepur, January 13

Under the Punjab Govern-
ment’s decisive anti-drug
campaign “Yudh Nashian
Virudh”, the Anti-Narcot-
ics Task Force (ANTF),
Ferozepur Range, has
achieved a major break-
through against the men-
ace of synthetic drugs with
the arrest of two alleged
high-profile smugglers and
the recovery of a substan-
tial quantity of metham-
phetamine (ICE).

The operation was
carried out under the di-
rect supervision of AIG
ANTF Ferozepur Range
Gurinderbir Singh and
the field leadership of DSP
Prithipal Singh. Acting
on credible intelligence,
ANTF teams executed
a meticulously planned
operation, leading to the
arrest of the accused and
seizure of contraband.

issues warning on enforcing COTPA in Amritsar

the ongoing drive to protect
public health, especially that
of children and youth. Health
Department officials stated
that smoking in public places
such as markets, bus stands,
government offices, hospitals
and restaurants is strictly pro-
hibited under the law. Simi-
larly, the sale of cigarettes,
bidis, gutka, pan masala
and other tobacco products
within a radius of 100 yards
of' schools, colleges and other
educational institutions is

a punishable offence, said
Nodal Officer for National
Tobacco Control Programme
Dr Jaganjot Kaur.

During recent inspec-
tions, health teams found
several shopkeepers flout-
ing the rules by openly
selling tobacco products
near schools and displaying
advertisements promoting
tobacco use. Officials said
challans were issued on
the spot and warned that
repeat offenders could face

Jalandhar District Task Force acts against
child begging, rescues two children

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Jalandhar, January 13

The Jalandhar district ad-
ministration has intensified
its efforts to curb child beg-
ging under Project Jeevan-
jot-2. As part of this ongo-
ing drive, a comprehensive
checking campaign was con-
ducted by the District-Level
Task Force for Prevention of
Child Begging. The opera-
tion was led by District Pro-
gramme Officer Gagandeep
Singh, along with District
Child Protection Officer
Harpreet Kaur and her team.

During the campaign,
teams carried out inspections
at several locations across

Hoshiarpur district, includ-
ing major markets, the rail-
way station, Railway Road,
bus stand, Phagwara Chowk,
and various public places in
Block Hajipur such as the
bus stand, Gurudwara Ha-

jipur, Shani Mandir, outside

Civil Hospital, Buddabad
Chowk, village Sandhwal,
T-point, police station ar-
eas, Nikku Chakk Morh and
outside government schools.

The general public was
sensitised about the harmful
effects of child begging and
the importance of protect-
ing children’s rights. As a
result of the operation, two
children were rescued from
begging at the Hajipur bus

stand and were produced be-
fore the Child Welfare Com-
mittee (CWC), Hoshiarpur.
The committee conducted
counselling of the children
and took appropriate deci-
sions in their best interests.
Appealing to citizens,
District Child Protection
Officer Harpreet Kaur
urged people toimmediately
report any case of child beg-
ging or child labour to Child
Helpline 1098 so that timely
intervention can ensure a se-
cure future for the child. She
emphasised that such drives
will continue regularly, and
strict legal action will be taken
against guardians found forc-
ing children into begging.

Lohri and Makar Sankranti hold
special significance in Indian culture

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Hoshiarpur, January 13

The District Cricket As-
sociation Hoshiarpur cel-
ebrated the Lohri and Makar
Sankranti festivals with great
enthusiasm at the HDCA
sports ground, bringing
together players and their
parents.

On this occasion, a bonfire
was lit, and everyone offered
peanuts and rewris into the
flames while performing
puja. HDCA Secretary Dr.
Raman Ghai extended Lohri
and Makar Sankranti greet-
ings to all players on behalf of
HDCA and PCA, and elabo-
rated on the significance of
these festivals.

Dr Ghai stated that our
festivals form the foundation
of our culture, and we must
observe them in accordance

with our traditions. He urged
the children to take vows
on this occasion to conserve
water and the environment,
as well as maintain cleanli-
ness.Dr. Ghai wished the
players success in achieving
new heights in their sport by
next year’s Lohri and Makar
Sankranti, and prayed for
their bright future. He also
appealed to parents to keep
their children connected to
their traditions and teach
them to follow these prac-
tices, so that our invaluable
heritage our traditions and

culture can be preserved for
generations to come.

At the Lohri event orga-
nized on the HDCA grounds,
players and their parents en-
joyed the festivities by sing-
ing Lohri songs and dancing.
HDCA President Dr. Daljeet
Khela, Joint Secretary Vivek
Sahni, Dr. Pankaj Shiv, Jatin-
der Sood, Subhash Sharma,
Yograj Thakur, Manoj Ohri,
Advocate Arvind Sood, Sahib
Dayal, along with all HDCA
office-bearers, extended
Lohri and Makar Sankranti
wishes to the players.

cancellation of licences.
The department has also
directed school authorities
to display mandatory sign-
boards clearly stating that
the sale of tobacco prod-
ucts within 100 yards of the
institutions is prohibited.
Educational institutions
have been asked to sen-
sitise students about the
harmful effects of tobac-
co consumption through
awareness programimes
and counselling sessions.

Civil Surgeon Dr Satin-

derjit Singh stressed that
tobacco use is one of the
leading causes of cancer,
heart disease and respira-
tory disorders. Exposure
to second-hand smoke is
equally dangerous, particu-
larly for children, pregnant
women and the elderly.
“Smoking in public places
not only violates the law but
also puts the health of non-
smokers at serious risk,” the
official said.

Lohri festival celebrated for girls residing
at State After Care Home, Amritsar

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, January 13

The Lohri festival was cel-
ebrated with great enthu-
siasm and warmth for the
girls residing at the State
after Care Home, Majitha
Road, Amritsar. The event
was organized under the
aegis of the District Le-
gal Services Authority
(DLSA), Amritsar, under
the leadership of Justice
Ashwani Kumar Mishra,
Judge, Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court, Admin-
istrative Judge, Sessions
Division Amritsar and
Executive Chairman,
Punjab State Legal Ser-
vices Authority, SAS Nagar
(Mohali), Justice Rohit
Kapoor, Administrative
Judge, Sessions Division
Amritsar and under the
guidance of the Member
Secretary, Punjab State
Legal Services Authority,
SAS Nagar (Mohali), in
collaboration with Invic-
tus International School,

Amritsar.

The programme was
graciously led by Jatinder
Kaur, Learned District &
Sessions Judge cum Chair-
person, Distirict Legal Ser-
vices Authority, Amritsar,
along with Amardeep
Singh Bains, Secretary,
DLSA, Amritsar. Their
presence and interaction
with the girls added im-
mense value and encour-
agement to the occasion.

Addressing the gathering,
Jatinder Kaur, Chairper-
son, DLSA-cum-District &
Sessions Judge, Amritsar,
emphasized the importance
of protecting and educating
girls and stated,

“Celebrating Lohri with
these girls reinforces the
message of ‘Save the Girl
Child and Educate the Girl
Child’. Every girl deserves
love, protection, and equal
opportunities for educa-
tion, which alone can
empower her to become
self-reliant and confident
in life.”

The arrested accused
have been identified as
Raj Singh alias Raju, son
of Mal Singh, resident of
Hazara Ram Singh Wala,
Jalalabad, and Nisha
Rani, daughter of Prem
Singh, resident of Lakha
Kadahi (Lakhe Ke Ut-
tar), Police Station Sadar
Fazilka.

During the operation,
the ANTF recovered 512
grams of methamphet-
amine (ICE), a highly
addictive synthetic drug.
A black Hero Splendor
Plus motorcycle bearing
registration number PB
61 E 7213 was also seized.

According to investi-
gation findings, accused
Nisha Rani had been stra-
tegically based in Mohali
for the past few months.
During this period, she was
employed at Fortis Hospi-
tal, Mohali, and was resid-
ing in a paying guest (PG)
accommodation.

Hoshiarpur DC
mandates Punjabi
for all official work
in district offices

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Hoshiarpur, January 13

Under the provisions of
the Punjab State Lan-
guage Act 1967 and the
State Language (Amend-
ment) Act 2008, all of-
ficial work in the Punjab
secretariat, government/
semi-government depart-
ments, boards, corpora-
tions, and educational
institutions must be con-
ducted entirely in Punjabi.

The Punjab government
periodically issues direc-
tives to enforce the use of
Punjabi in office proceed-
ings.In a detailed discus-
sion on the matter, Deputy
Commissioner Ashika Jain
directed employees and of-
ficers in all government/
semi-government depart-
ments, boards, corpora-
tions, and educational in-
stitutions across the district
to make Punjabi the state’s
official language manda-
tory for all office work.

She also issued strict
instructions that depart-
mental websites be devel-
oped in both English and
Punjabi.Jaspreet Kaur,
in-charge of the District
Language Office Hoshiar-
pur, and research officer
Dr. Jaswant Rai provided
further details.

Tek Chand Sood Charitable Trust
celebrates Lohri festival

DALJEET AJ]NOHA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Hoshiarpur, January 13

The Tek Chand Sood
Charitable Trust in
Hoshiarpur marked the
auspicious occasion of
Lohri with great enthu-
siasm and zeal. Children
from the ashram, along
with staff members, lit
a bonfire, offered pea-
nuts and rewri to the
fire deity, and savored
rewri, gachak, and pea-

nuts amid celebrations.
On this festive day,
children, staff, and at-
tendees enjoyed songs
and dances for entertain-
ment.Trust chairman Sh.
Navdeep Sood, also asso-

ciated with Bhagwan Das
Sood Charitable Trust
in Hoshiarpur, extended
Lohri greetings, express-
ing hope that the festival
would bring happiness
and prosperity to all lives.
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during the next 24 hours.

The weather is expected to remain
partly cloudy with possibility of
isolated thundershowers over

‘05.0% 15.0°C /P LUDHIANA and its adjoining areas

Mann govt introduces landmark
reforms to secure property rights
in cooperative housing societies

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

In a landmark decision
aimed at strengthening
property rights and eas-
ing long-pending legal
uncertainties, Punjab
government led by Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann has introduced
major citizen-centric re-
forms to benefit residents
living in Cooperative
Housing Societies. Act-
ing on the directions of
the Chief Minister, who
also holds the Coopera-
tion Department portfo-
lio, the Government has
approved a comprehen-
sive framework to make
registration of coopera-
tive housing properties
affordable, secure, and
legally robust, while en-
suring legitimate recov-

ery of stamp duty for the
state.

Sharing details of the
decision, the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office (CMO) said that
the Punjab government has
taken far-reaching steps to
formalise property transac-
tions in cooperative housing
societies, many of which
have remained unregistered
for decades. “The Chief
Minister has approved a
set of reforms to ensure that
property transactions in
cooperative housing societ-
ies are formally registered,
legally secure, and finan-
cially affordable for citizens,
while also safeguarding the
State’s revenue interests,”
the statement said.

Explaining the key provi-
sions, the Chief Minister’s
office stated that instru-
ments of original allotment
executed by Cooperative

Planned urban growth gets
boostasPRTPDboard
clearskeymaster plans

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

In an endeavour to ensure
planned development of
the State, a high-level
meeting of the Punjab
Regional and Town
Planning and Develop-
ment (PRTPD) Board
was today held here at
Punjab Bhawan, under
the Chairmanship of
Punjab Housing and
Urban Development
Minister Hardeep
Singh Mundian, Vice
Chairman, PRTPD
Board-cum-Minister
In-Charge, Department
of Housing and Urban
Development, Punjab.
The meeting was at-
tended by Sanjeev Aro-
ra, Minister In-Charge,
Department of Local
Government, Industries
and Commerce, Invest-
ment Promotion and

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Continuing the war against
drugs “Yudh Nashian
Virudh” waged by Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann to eradicate drug
menace from state con-
secutively for the 318th
day, Punjab Police con-
ducted raids at 228 loca-
tions on Tuesday leading

Power, while Harbha-

jan Singh, Minister In-

Charge, Public Works
Department and other
officers joined the de-
liberations through vir-
tual mode. The Board
took up key agendas
aimed at strengthen-
ing orderly urbanisation
and infrastructure-led
growth across the State.

During the meeting, the
PRTPD Board accorded
approval to the new Mas-
ter Plans of Dera Baba
Nanak, Nangal, Barnala
and Nabha.

The approvals will en-
sure systematic develop-
ment of these regions and
open avenues for fresh
investment through up-
coming industrial hubs
and residential town-
ships, thereby creating
employment opportuni-
ties and improving civic

amenities.

Housing Societies in favour
of their original members
have been completely ex-
empted from stamp duty.
“Such registrations will be
permitted at face value,
with only a nominal reg-
istration fee payable,” the
CMO said, adding that
the same exemption has
also been extended to legal
heirs, spouses, and eligible
family members, as defined
and notified by the Depart-
ment of Revenue, to en-
sure that genuine successor
cases are fully protected.

To further enable
thousands of families to
secure clear legal title
to their homes, the Gov-
ernment has introduced
highly concessional, time-
bound stamp duty rates
for non-original allottees
and transferees, notified
on January 12, 2026.

PUNJAB

Expanding free anti-rabies vaccination to 881
Aam Aadmi Clinics marks major public health
milestone under Mann govt: Dr Balbir Singh

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

For years, a dog bite in
Punjab carried conse-
quences far beyond the
wound itself. With nearly
three lakh dog bite cases
reported annually, the
risk of rabies, a disease
that is 100 percent fa-
tal if untreated yet fully
preventable with timely
vaccination, loomed large
over thousands of fami-
lies. Access to Anti-Rabies
Vaccination (ARV) was
limited to just 48 Primary
Health Centres, forcing
victims, often children,
the elderly and daily wage
workers, to travel long dis-
tances, wait for hours, lose
wages and, in many cases,
abandon the crucial five
dose vaccination schedule
midway. The gaps were
systemic, and the human

cost was severe.

That reality has now
been decisively altered
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann. Leveraging
the expansive network of
881 Aam Aadmi Clinics
established over the last
three years, the Punjab
Government has delivered
one of its most consequen-
tial public health reforms
by universalising ARV ser-
vices at the primary care
level.

On this. Punjab Health
Minister Dr Balbir Singh

stated, “Under the vi-
sionary leadership of CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann,
Punjab is committed
to protecting every life
through accessible and
affordable healthcare.
With nearly 3 lakh dog
bite cases annually, ex-
panding Anti-Rabies Vac-
cination services to 881
Aam Aadmi Clinics is a
critical public health mile-
stone. By ensuring timely,
complete treatment close
to people’s homes, we are
building a safer, healthier
Punjab.”

Zero tolerance against corruption: Cheema announces
strict action against corrupt employees

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Reaffirming the Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann-led Punjab Gov-
ernment’s zero-tolerance
policy against corruption,
Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema on
Tuesday said strict and
exemplary action was be-
ing taken against corrupt
officials in the Finance
Department, underlin-
ing that no one would
be spared, irrespective
of rank or position.

Sharing details of the
ongoing crackdown,
Cheema said complaints
of corruption were re-
ceived in mid-2022
against four employees
posted in the Treasury
and Accounts Branch

(Head Office) and vari-
ous District Treasury Of-
fices. “The moment com-
plaints were received,
the department acted
without delay. All four
officials were immedi-
ately suspended and the
matter was handed over
to the Vigilance Bureau
for a thorough and inde-
pendent investigation,”
he said.

Explaining the out-
come of the depart-
mental inquiry, the
Finance Minister stated
that after an exhaustive

SC defers hearing on Jagtar Singh Hawara’s
plea for transfer to Punjab jail

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday deferred by two
weeks the hearing on
Beant Singh murder con-
vict Jagtar Singh Hawara’s
plea seeking his transfer
from Tihar Jail in the na-
tional capital to a prison
in Punjab.

Hawara — a Babbar
Khalsa terrorist — is serv-
ing life term in the case re-
lated to the assassination
of former Punjab Chief
Minister Beant Singh in

A Bench of Justice MM
Sundresh and Justice N
Kotiswar Singh adjourned
the hearing as Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
was not available.

The 55-year-old prison-
er has sought his transfer
to a Punjab jail on grounds
that he demonstrated
good conduct in jail, the
crime was committed at a
time of social unrest and
his daughter lived in Pun-

jab. He has contended that
all co-accused involved
in the jail break were in

1995.

Punjab jails and the Di-

On day 318, Punjab Police nab 68 drug smugglers with 2.7kg heroin

to the arrest of 68 drug
smugglers after registra-
tion of 50 first informa-
tion reports (FIRs) across
the state. With this, the
number of total drug
smugglers arrested has
reached to 44,312 in 318
days.

The raids have result-
ed in recovery of 2.7 kg
heroin, 977 intoxicant
tablets/capsules and Rs

32,650 drug money from
the possession of arrested
drug smugglers.
Notably, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann has asked the
Commissioners of Police,
Deputy Commissioners
and Senior Superinten-
dent of Police to make
Punjab drug free state.
The Punjab government
has also constituted a
5-member Cabinet Sub

Punjab-origin youth shot dead in Canada’s
Abbotsford amid ‘drug gang conflict’

RAIKOT, JANUARY 13

A Canada-born Punjabi
youth from Sudhar village
in Ludhiana was shot dead
in West Abbotsford on Fri-
day, allegedly as part of
an ongoing gang conflict
among drug peddlers in
British Columbia. The
Integrated Homicide In-
vestigation Team (ITHIT)
of Abbotsford had earlier
confirmed that the mur-
der was linked to gang
activity but had withheld

the victim’s identity. The
deceased has now been
identified as 28-year-old
Navpreet Singh Dhaliwal.

Dony Bal, who had pre-
viously claimed responsi-
bility for the murders of
Kabaddi promoter Rana
Balachaur and Sarpanch
Jarmal Singh, has report-
edly taken responsibility
for Navpreet’s killing.

Sources from Dhaliwal’s
native village said he had
rarely visited Sudhar dur-
ing his adulthood.

Former Block Com-
mittee chairman and
SAD leader Mehar Singh
Dhaliwal stated that the
deceased was the grandson
of his cousin Nazar Singh.

Navpreet’s father, Gur-
jinder Singh Dhaliwal,
had moved to Canada in
1995, two years before
Navpreet’s birth.

On the day of the
shooting, Navpreet and
his mother were at home
while his father cared for
his grandfather, Nazar

Committee led by Finance
Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema to monitor the
war against drugs.

Over 80 Police teams,
comprising over 600 po-
lice personnel, under the
supervision of 45 gazetted
officers have conducted
228 raids across the state.
Police teams have also
checked as many as 226
suspicious persons during

Singh Dhaliwal, at a hos-
pital in Abbotsford.
“They broke open the
door and shot a bullet in
Navpreet’s leg while he
was preparing for an exam
in his study. Before his
mother could call police,
the intruders had finished
their job,” said Mehar
Singh Dhaliwal.
Abbotsford police re-
ceived a report of the
shooting at 12:38 am on
January 9, at the 3200
block of Siskin Drive.
Navpreet was found se-
riously injured and later
succumbed to his injuries
at the scene. AGENCIES

rector General (Prisons)
recommended his transfer
to ajail in Punjab almost
eight years ago on October
7, 2016. He also claimed
that there was not a single
case pending against him
in Delhi and that he was
unable to attend proceed-
ings in a case pending in
Punjab.

Former Punjab CM
Beant Singh and 16 others
were killed on August 31,
1995, in an explosion out-
side the Civil Secretariat
in Chandigarh on August
31, 1995. AGENCIES

the day-long operation.

The state government
has enforced a three-
pronged strategy— En-
forcement, Deaddiction
and Prevention (EDP)— to
eradicate drugs from the
state, the Punjab Police
as part of ‘De-addiction’
has convinced 31 persons
to undergo de-addiction
and rehabilitation treat-
ment today.

probe, decisive action
was taken in December
2025. “One official hold-
ing the rank of Super-
intendent Grade-2 was
dismissed from service,
while the remaining three
employees were awarded
major punishments as per
the service rules. This itself
reflects the Punjab Gov-
ernment’s zero tolerance
towards corruption,” he
said.

Cheema further informed
that legal proceedings were
also taken to their logical
conclusion.
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Gowt’s efforts to promote Punjabi
Language pays off; over 2.25 lakh
students participated in Olympiad
across globe, says Harjot Bains

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

The results of the highly
successful Third Interna-
tional Punjabi Language
Olympiad-2025, organ-
ised by the Punjab School
Education Board (PSEB),
were declared today.

In the Class 3rd-5th
international category,
Niamat Kaur Brar topped,
followed by Ahil Singh and
Harseerat Kaur, all from
Oslo, Norway. Simrit Kaur
secured the top spot in the
Class 6th-8th international
category, with Amrit Kaur
Virdi and Navjot Singh
Matharu finishing second
and third, respectively trio
from Nairobi, Kenya. Par-
meet Singh Gurm from
Oslo topped the Class
9th-12th international
category.

In the Punjab category,
Reenat Mahal from Amrit-
sar topped Class 3rd-5th,
followed by Avneet Kaur
from Moga and Sangam-
preet Kaur from Faridkot.
Karajneet Kaur from Pa-
tiala won Class 6th-8th,
with Jasmine Roopra from
Faridkot and Anisha Ku-
mari from Roopnagar se-
curing second and third
spot, respectively. Inder-
jeet Singh from Moga
topped Class 9th-12th, fol-
lowed by Simranjot Kaur
from Fatehgarh Sahib and
Navroop Kaur from Gur-
daspur.

In the other states
category, Parneet Kaur
Ahuja from Delhi topped
Class 3rd-5th, followed
by Khushnoor Kaur from
Rajasthan and Jasmeen

Defaulting plot allottees get fresh
relief window: Minister Mundian

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU

Chandigarh, January 13

Punjab Housing and Ur-
ban Development Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Mun-
dian on Tuesday said
that the Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann
led Punjab Government
has taken a major pro-
people step by approving
the extension of Amnes-
ty Policy 2025, bring-
ing substantial relief to
defaulting plot allottees
across Punjab.

The Cabinet Minister
said the Cabinet has ap-
proved the extension of
Amnesty Policy 2025 for
allotted and auctioned
plots under various
schemes of the Housing
and Urban Development

Department. With this
decision, defaulting al-
lottees of Development
Authorities will get a
fresh opportunity to
apply under the policy
up to March 31, 2026.
The eligible applicants
will have to deposit
the due amount within
three months from the
date of approval by the
concerned Development
Authority and applica-
tions must be submitted
on or before the revised

cutoff date.

Explaining the pub-
lic oriented intent be-
hind the decision, the
Cabinet Minister said,
“Mann Government is
focused on resolving
long pending housing
related issues of com-
mon people. Several
families and institutions
were facing hardship due
to accumulated dues and
procedural delays and
the policy extension
provides them a practi-
cal chance to regular-
ize their properties and
move forward.”

Police bust narcotics network in SBS Nagar

SBS NAGAR, JANUARY 13

In a push against drug
trafficking, district police
have launched a series of
successful enforcement
operations leading to the
registration of multiple
cases under the NDPS Act
and the arrest of three ac-
cused individuals. Signifi-
cant recoveries of heroin
and intoxicant tablets
have been made during
targeted checking and
patrolling drives.

SSP Tushar Gupta told
here today that in the first

operation, a police team
headed by ASI Baljinder
Kumar (196/LDH-R) ap-
prehended a suspect iden-
tified as Mukesh Kumar,
resident of Khachar Kalan.

The accused, report-
edly attempted to dis-
card a polythene packet
upon noticing the police
vehicle near Railway Sta-
tion Khachar Kalan. Swift
police action led to his de-
tention, and subsequent
checking revealed 6 grams
of heroin in his possession.
A case under Sections 21,
61, and 85 of the NDPS

Act has been registered,
and the accused was taken
into custoday.

SSP Gupta said in an-
other incident, an opera-
tion led by HC Chandan-
deep Singh (782/SBSN)
resulted in the recovery
of 6 grams of heroin from
Ajay Kumar, resident of
Bhoot village. The accused
allegedly tried to flee and
discarded a transparent
polythene packet near Ka-
pand Gosal area during
routine police checking,
but was apprehended after
a brief chase. AGENCIES

Kaur from Uttar Pradesh.
Daksha from Haryana won
Class 6th-8th, with Gur-
noor Singh and Navneet
Uniyal from Chandigarh
securing second and third
spot, respectively. Mantej
Singh Virk from Chandi-
garh topped Class 9th-
12th, followed by Vansh-
deep Singh from Haryana
and Ekansh Singh from
Chandigarh.

Congratulating the win-
ners and participants of the
Olympiad, Punjab Edu-
cation Minister S. Harjot
Singh Bains lauded the
PSEB for making the 3rd
Olympiad a huge success
with participation jumping
many fold from mere 8000
to over 2.25 lakh students
this year as compared to
previous Olympiad. This
overwhelming response
reflects the public’s trust
in CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann led Punjab Gov-
ernment’s mother-tongue
friendly policies, he added.

“The Olympiad was not
merely a competition but
a powerful movement to
instill pride, linguistic
confidence and strength-
en cultural identity as-
sociated with our mother
tongue among students,”
said the Education Minis-
ter, while adding that such
initiatives play a crucial
role in fostering cultural
pride and self-confidence
in the youth.

SIT seeks SGPC
records in

328 ‘missing
saroops’ probe
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 13

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of the Pun-
jab Police on Tuesday
sought records from the
SGPC in connection with
their probe into the 328
missing ‘saroops’ of the
Guru Granth Sahib case.

The SIT on Tuesday
formally requested the
records from the Shi-
romani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee
(SGPC) offices in both
Amritsar and Chandi-
garh.

“We met the SGPC
officials and have given
a written request that
the record be provid-
ed. They said they will
soon provide us with
the record. Once we
have the record, we can
properly investigate,”
SIT member Jagatpreet
Singh told reporters in
Amritsar after meeting
the SGPC officials.

Earlier on Monday,
Akal Takht acting Jathe-
dar Giani Kuldeep Singh
Gargajj had directed the
SGPC to cooperate with
the Punjab government
over the 328 missing sa-
cred ‘saroops’ case.

The Jathedar on Mon-
day said, “In view of the
confusion being cre-
ated among the ‘sangat’
by some people in the
present matter of the
sacred ‘saroops’ and
keeping in mind the
larger Panthic inter-
ests, the president of
the SGPC, Harjinder
Singh Dhami, is hereby
authorised to extend
due cooperation to the
government only with
regard to the issue of the

328 sacred ‘saroops’.” PTI
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Punjab Governor felicitates Sankalp
TAS Alumni at ‘Annual Parv Milan’
function held at Punjab Lok Bhawan

A.S. PRASHAR
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

The Governor of Punjab and
Administrator Chandigarh,
Gulab Chand Kataria, on
Tuesday felicitated selected
candidates and serving civil
servants—alumni of Sank-
alp TAS, Chandigarh—dur-
ing the annual ‘Parv Milan’
function held at Punjab Lok
Bhawan. The programme
was organised to honour
successful candidates and
serving officers trained at
Sankalp IAS, a premier civil
services coaching institu-
tion.

Addressing the gathering,
the Governor stated that
civil servants are custodi-
ans of constitutional values
and serve as a vital bridge
between the State and its
citizens. He emphasised
the importance of integrity,
transparency, and human-
centric governance, and
acknowledged the critical
role played by institutions
and mentors in shaping re-
sponsible and ethical civil

servants.

He felicitated 20 officers
from the IAS, IPS, IRS, IIS,
HCS, PCS, and AETC cadres,
who are currently serving in
various capacities across the
country, and lauded their
achievements and commit-
ment to public service.

The Governor also appreci-
ated the faculty and mentors
of Sankalp IAS for instilling
discipline, academic excel-
lence, and public service
values among students, and
expressed confidence in the
institution’s continued con-
tribution to nation-building.

Charanjit Rai, President,
Sankalp IAS, Chandigarh,
informed that the Chandi-

garh centre has so far guided
133 successful candidates in
UPSC and other competitive
examinations. Referring to
the recent PCS results, he
congratulated the institution
for achieving 13 selections
out of 18 candidates.
Prominent dignitaries
present on the occasion in-
cluded Mahamuni Ramdas
Jifrom Jodhpur (Rajasthan);
Gian Chand Gupta, former
Speaker, Haryana Vidhan
Sabha; V.P. Singh, Principal
Secretary to the Governor
of Punjab; Sanjay Tandon;
T. Padam Nair, Director,
Thapar University, Patiala;
along with other officials and
distinguished guests.

MC Commissioner reviews infrastructure and
security issues of transport area, Sector-26

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Amit Kumar, Commissioner,
Municipal Corporation Chan-
digarh, on Tuesday reviewed
long-pending infrastructure,
safety and civic issues of the
Transport Area, Sector-26
alongwith the office bearers
of Transport Association.

During the review, members
of the Transport Association
highlighted that road re-car-
peting in the Transport Area
was last undertaken in 2018
and 2021, and the condition
of roads has since deteriorated
considerably. The Commis-
sioner was informed about the
urgent need for re-carpeting
and strengthening of inter-
nal roads to ensure smooth
vehicular movement.

The President of the Associ-
ation, J. S. Gill, drew attention
to the poor and dilapidated

condition of the night shelter
at the Idle Truck Parking area.
He emphasized that the shel-
ter requires immediate repair
and renovation so that it can
be made fully functional. He
suggested provision of basic
facilities such as proper bed-
ding, adequate ventilation,
open sitting space, kitchen ar-
rangements, fans and coolers
for the benefit of truck drivers
and helpers.

The Commissioner also
reviewed the demand for
construction of four rain
shelters within the Idle Truck
Parking area, as the lack of
shade causes inconvenience
to drivers and workers during
extreme weather conditions.
To address security concerns
and incidents of theft, the as-
sociation requested concertina
fencing on the boundary wall
and installation of CCTV cam-
eras across the parking area.

Chandigarh
records season’s
coldest night

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Chandigarh reeled under
an intense cold wave as
the minimum temperature
plunged to 2.8°C, the lowest
recorded in the city in the
past nine years.

The sharp dip brought
winter blues to residents,
with foggy mornings and
icy winds adding to the chill.

Streets wore a deserted
look in the early hours as
people stayed indoors to
escape the biting cold.

Homeless shelters wit-
nessed an increased rush,
while authorities urged
citizens to take precautions,
especially the elderly and
children.

The Meteorological De-
partment attributed the
cold spell to northerly winds
and clear skies, predicting
persistently cold conditions
over the next few days.

Chandigarh had recorded
aminimum temperature of
2.4°C on January 11, 2017
and 2.1°C on January 24,
2016.

TRICITY

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Mohali, January 13

Led by DC Komal Mittal,
Mohali District Administra-
tion celebrated the Lohri fes-
tival of 51 newly born baby
girls to spread the message
of gender equality and to
promote the “Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao” campaign.

The event was organized
in a traditional manner with
the lighting of a Lohri bon-
fire, symbolizing warmth,
prosperity and happiness,
where families and offi-
cials offered prayers for the
bright future of the newborn
daughters at District Ad-
ministrative Complex, SAS
Nagar, Mohali.

On this occasion, the
mothers of the babies were
felicitated with gifts and
sweets on behalf of the De-
partment of Social Security,
Women and Child Develop-
ment, Punjab.

While extending heart-
felt congratulations to the

Commissioner Komal Mittal
said that there is no discrimi-
nation between boys and girls

mothers and families, Deputy

in today’s progressive society,
as girls are excelling in every
field. She recalled that there
was a time when the birth of
daughters was not celebrated,
but now daughters are wel-
comed with great enthusiasm
and pride.

She further said that the
recent Cricket World Cup
victory, achieved with the
contribution of several play-
ers of Punjab origin, reflects
how dedication and oppor-
tunity can help young talent
reach global heights, and
this should inspire parents
to nurture their daughters
with confidence.

Congratulating the fami-

lies and the women staff of
the District Administration
present on the occasion,
the Deputy Commissioner
urged parents to provide
equal opportunities, edu-
cation and freedom of de-
cision-making to girls so
that they can achieve new
milestones in life.

ADC (General) Geetika
Singh, ADC (Development)
Sonam Chaudhary, SDM
Kharar Divya P., Assistant
Commissioner (General)
Ankita Kansal, District
Programme Officer Nikh-
il Arora and other officers
were also present during
the celebration.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Panjab University (PU),
Chandigarh celebrated Lohri
with traditional fervour on
the PU campus on Tuesday.
Faculty, staff and students
organised several functions
to observe the festival with
customary rituals, folk tra-
ditions and community
participation.A large num-
ber of administrative staff
members, teachers, students
and senior officers took part
in the celebrations held near
the Single Window Enquiry
Cell. The celebrations included
traditional prayers, folk songs
and dance performances, re-
flecting the cultural spirit of
the festival.

Addressing the function
organised by the PU Non-
Teaching Employees Federa-
tion near the Single Window

PU celebrates Lohri with
traditional fervour

Enquiry Cell, the Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Renu Vig greeted
students, alumni and other
stakeholders of the University
and wished them collective
success. She said that Lohri
symbolises new beginnings,
gratitude for nature and the
spirit of togetherness.

During the event, the Vice
Chancellor also released the
official PU Calendar for the
year 2026.

Registrar Prof. Y. P. Verma,
Director, Research and Devel-
opment Cell, Prof. Meenakshi
Goyal, Controller of Examina-
tions Prof. Jagat Bhushan,
Dean Student Welfare Prof.
Amit Chauhan, Dean Stu-
dent Welfare (Women) Prof.
Namita Gupta, Executive En-
gineer Anil Thakur, Director
Public Relations Dr Vineet
Punia, and PU PUSA Presi-
dent Honey Thakur were also
present on the occasion.

PGIMER celebrates Lohri with patients and attendants

m SPREADS WARMTH
AND COMPASSION
AT SEWA BHARTI
SARAI

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

PGIMER celebrated the
festival of Lohri on Tues-
day with patients and their
attendants at Sewa Bharti
Sarai in a heartfelt initiative
aimed at spreading warmth,
hope, and a sense of belong-
ing among those who are
away from their homes
during treatment. The cel-
ebration was organised by
the Department of Hospital
Administration and Recep-
tion, reflecting the institute’s
continued commitment to
compassionate and patient-
centric care.

The Lohri celebration was
specially curated for patients
and their attendants, many
of whom are undergoing
prolonged treatment and
are unable to be with their
families during the festive
season. The initiative sought
to recreate the spirit of Lohri
as a festival of bonding,
warmth, and togetherness,
ensuring that patients feel

Mohali district admn celebrates Lohri of 51 newborn

daughters, promotes gender equality

MCC celebrates Lohri at MCC Building:
Mayor extends greetings to citizens

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

The Municipal Corporation

Chandigarh celebrated the
festival of Lohri with great
enthusiasm and traditional
fervour at the MCC Build-
ing, Sector 17, Chandigarh
creating a festive and joyful
atmosphere among officers
and employees.

The celebration was
graced by the presence of the
city Mayor, Harpreet Kaur
Babla, MC Commissioner,
Amit Kumar and Special
Commissioner Pardeep Ku-
mar along with councillors,
senior officers and officials
of the Municipal Corpora-
tion, Chandigarh.

cared for not only medically,
but emotionally as well.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof. Vipin Koushal Medi-
cal Superintendent &Head
Dept of Hospital Administra-
tion, PGIMER highlighted
PGIMER’s ethos of empa-
thy and human values. He
said,"PGIMER is not just a
centre for clinical excellence,
but also a place of compassion
and humanity. Celebrating
festivals like Lohri with our
patients and their attendants
reinforces our beliefthat heal-
ing extends beyond medicines
it lies equally in kindness,
warmth, and emotional sup-
port.”

As part of the celebration,
Vishav Manav Ruhani Ken-
dra distributed blankets to

On the occasion, the
dignitaries extended warm
Lohri greetings to the offi-
cers and staff members and
participated in the ceremo-
nial bonfire, symbolising
prosperity, happiness and
togetherness. The event
reflected the rich cultural
heritage of the region and
strengthened the spirit
of unity and camaraderie
among the MCC family.

Addressing the gathering,
the Mayor appreciated the
dedication and hard work
of MCC employees in de-
livering civic services to the
citizens of Chandigarh and
conveyed her best wishes for
their continued success and
well-being.

patients and attendants,
symbolising care, comfort,
and solidarity during the
winter season. The gesture
was deeply appreciated by
beneficiaries, many of whom
expressed gratitude for being
remembered and supported
during a difficult phase of
their lives.

A representative from
Vishav Manav Ruhani Ken-
dra, associated with the blan-
ket distribution, shared, “Our
aim is to serve humanity be-
yond boundaries. By sharing
warmth with patients and
their families at PGIMER
during Lohri, we hope to
remind them that they are
not alone and that society
stands with them in their
journey towards recovery.”

CHANGE OF NAME

| Darbara Singh Alias Bhura Singh s/o
Chanan Singh R/o village kankwal
Bhanguan, po Dharam garh, Teh Sunam
Distt Sangrur (PB) 148028 I have known
as both names

LJasvir Singh S/0 Kulwant Singh R/o ward
no. 02, khanauri mandi teh Moonak Distt
Sangrur Have Changed my name Jasheer
Singh

| hitherto known as JASPREET SINGH S/o
IQBAL SINGH MANN residing at Near Bus
Stand Burj Manshia, Tehsil Rampura Phul,
District Bathinda, Punjab-151103, India,
have changed my name and shall hereafter
be known JASPREET SINGH MANN

| hitherto known as RUKHSAR W/o
IKBAL AHMAD Residing at H.No.B-1/171,
G.T.Road, Maqsudan, Jalandhar, District
Jalandhar, Punjab-144008, India, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as RUKHSAR KHATUN

| Manpreet Kaur W/0 Mandeep Singh
R/0 Ward no -1, VPO Magsudpur district
Kapurthala declare that have changed
my name from Manpreet Kaur to Kaur
Manpreet. Please note.

| Kriti Bagga D/o Satish Chopra R/o
H.No.160-B, Vikas Nagar, Pakhowal
Road, Near Geeta Mandir, Ludhiana have
changed my name from Kriti Bagga to
Kriti Chopra.

Classifieds

I Aanchal W/o Vinod Kohli R/o H No
10141,5t No 1, Ranjodh Park, Haibowal
Kalan, Ludhiana Have Changed My Name
from Aanchal to Aanchal Kohli.

1, Bhuri Bai Legally Mother of Army No.
15726546W LNK BALASTAR Unit: 1 ADSR
(Corps of Signals) C/o 56 APO, Permanent
Resident of Gram Ganga Ram Ka Pura
Banamor, PO: Banmore, Distt: Morena,
Madhya Pradesh, Pin Code-476444 have
changed my Name & DOB from Bhuri Devi
&11-03-1972 to Bhuri Bai & 01-01-1970.

1, Kuljeet Kaur is Legally Wedded Wife of
Army No. JC-287939N, Rank: Sub. Name:
Dilbag Singh Unit: 31 Med. Regt. (/o 56
APO, have changed my Name from Kuljit
Kaur to Kuljeet Kaur due to wrongly
mentioned in my husbhand’s service
record/ sheetroll.

1, Somari Bai Nag is real Mother of Army
No. 15503995P Rank, SWR Name Dinesh
Kumar Nag Unit 45 Cavalry (/o 56 APO,
Patiala Cantt, permanent resident of
Guriya Sulenga Bijlee, Bijli. Narayanpur,
Chhattisgarh-49461, That in my son
military part-ll order / service record my
nameis wrongly written as Somari Bai,
but my correct name is SOMARI BAI NAG.

I, hitherto known as ReenaW/o Sunny
Gill residing at House No. 218, Ward
No. 5, Shalimar Nagar, Tehsil & District
Hoshiarpur, Punjab-146001 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as Reena Gill.

1, Dalvir Singh S/o0 Swaran Singh R/o Village
Dholowal, P0. Garhdiwala, Tehsil Dasuya,
Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab, India declare
that I have my name Dalvir Singh changed
to my first name Dalvir and surname as
Singh. All concerned note.

I, hitherto known as Sukhmanjot W/o
Jagpreet Singh residing at Village
Badshahpur, PO. Muridwal, Tehsil Shahkot,
Distt. Jalandhar-144701, Punjab have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Sukhmanjot Kaur.

1, Jasmel Kaur Ubhi W/0 Rajinder Singh
Ubhi R/0 Jodhan Ludhiana changed my
name to Jasmail Kaur.

1, Bhajan Lal /0 Mela Ram R/0 Guru Kirpa
Enclave Qutabewal Araian, Ludhiana
changed my name to Bhajan Singh.

1, Akashdeep Singh, father of Shri Jagtar
Singh, resident of village Kalyan, Tehsil
Ahmedgarh, District Malerkotla. | have
adopted the word Singh as my surname.

| Khushpreet Kaur W/o Devinder Singh
Sandhar, Village Bulepur, Tehsil Khanna
Distt Ludhiana have changed my name
to Khushpreet Kaur Sandhar

PUBLIC NOTICE

We Virbinder Singh S/o0 Karnail Singh and
Babli wife Virbinder Singh R/o Bagh Basti,
Tapa Teh Tapa District Barnala declare
that our son Gagandeep Singh Brar and
his wife Kamaljit Kaur were earlier out
of our control. Who are currently living
in England. We had evicted them from
our movable andimmovable property by
publishing an advertisement in the Daily
Pehredar and Times of India dated 2nd
September2025. Now our son Gagandeep
Singh Brar and his wife Kamaljit Kaur are
in our control. We withdraw their eviction.

1, Paramijit Singh, son of Dalip Singh,
resident of village Kaind, District
Ludhiana, hereby declare that my son
Jaspreet Singh does not obey me and
quarrels with me. Therefore, | disown my
son from all my movable and immovable
property. Anyone dealing with him shall
be solely responsible for such dealings.

1, Dharam Pal Singh, son of Surta Singh,
resident of House No. 1402, Street No. 13,
Darshan Singh Nagar, Patiala, dedare that
my son Gurpreet Singh, son of Dharam
Pal Singh, is beyond my control. | hereby
disinherit him from my movable and
immovable property. Whoever transacts
with him will be responsible forit. There
will be no responsibility on my part or
on my family.

TH Ha's 8.1753/1338 aridt a9
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Avehide number PB39H-0964 is registered
in the name of Surekha Rani wife Vijay
Kumar. After her death on 26-02-2025,
her son Anuj Wasan son Vijay Kumar has
applied to get it registered in his name.
Ifanyone has any objection in this regard,

they can contact the Regional Transport
Authority Patiala within 15 days.

MORE CLASSIFIED
ADVTs ON PAGE-7

Abhishek Garg S/o Bharat BhushaR/0 7,
New Lehal Colony, Patiala & €= &g/
Hed AElas/ AgEd/ I &:
PB11(Z5717 & &H 3 SIHAST
98T HE nigdl Te39 feT
g it I1 9/ Hea AEtas/
Aged/ 23T &: PB1A5717 s
IfAAEIHES Om Parkash S/0 Sadhu Ram
T U9 I fagt &t A it 27-
09-2025 & § et I, Barz Hoaw
AUt a9 fai § ot fesaw I 8o
15 foat ¥ nivg nieg fen Te39
fe'v Augx 9| fores caiAlge
ETgd, ufentar

Splendor+ (M/Cyde) frmer Ifm. &,
PB11CN-64293 | 83 Tt Rupesh
Kumar S/o Sajjan Lal Gupta R/o H.No. 130,
Kartar Colony, Ablowal, Patiala T 5H
=TI I | Rupesh Kumarer fH3t 06-
08-2023 & ¥I3 § g I TE
8= =Jta® Reena Sahu W/o Late Sh.
Rupesh Kumar R/o # 130, Kartar Colony,
Ablowal, Patiala & M™UE ™M 29THST
98T HEt YU fen w39 feg
IR &3 951 7a9 fan § ot
fesam 92 3t 15 fest ¥ niwg
rieg fen Te39 €9 U7 a9l
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MC Commissioner
reviews waste
management,
sanitation and fire
safety compliance

in city schools

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

A review meeting was held
under the chairmanship of
the Commissioner, Municipal
Corporation Chandigarh Amit
Kumar, to assess compliance
of waste management, sanita-
tion, awareness programmes,
and fire safety measures in
schools across the city.

During the meeting, it was
emphasized that segregation
of waste at source is manda-
tory in all schools. Schools
were directed to ensure the
installation and regular use
of dual bins, sanitary bins,
and to strictly follow the
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle
(RRR) principle as per Solid
Waste Management Rules.

The Commissioner direct-
ed that horticulture waste
must be processed in-house
by schools, and necessary ar-
rangements should be com-
pleted within the prescribed
timelines. Proper handling
and disposal of garden and
green waste was stressed
to prevent environmental
hazards.

MC Chandigarh facilitates educational tour to
promote cleanliness and recycling awareness

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

As part of an awareness
and educational exposure
programme, more than
100 students from SGGS
(khalsa College) Sector-26,
Chandigarh visited the Pink
Material Recovery Facility
(MRF) today to gain practi-
cal insights into the city’s
solid waste management
system.

During the visit, the stu-
dents were sensitised about
the importance of source
segregation, recycling of dry
waste, and the overall func-
tioning of the Pink MRF,
which plays a crucial role
in strengthening Chandi-
garh’s waste management
infrastructure. Officials and
technical staff at the facility
explained the end-to-end
process of waste sorting,
recovery of recyclable ma-
terials, and safe handling
practices being adopted

to ensure efficiency and
worker safety.

Following the visit to the
Pink MRF, the students
proceeded to the Solid
Waste Management Plant,
where they were provided
first-hand knowledge about
the scientific processing,
treatment, and environ-
mentally safe disposal of
municipal solid waste. The
interactive session helped
students understand mod-
ern waste processing tech-
niques and the significance
of sustainable practices in
urban waste management.

The educational visit
aimed to enhance awareness
among students regarding
cleanliness, waste reduction,
recycling, and responsible
environmental behaviour.
Such initiatives also seek to
encourage youth participa-
tion in supporting the objec-
tives of the Swachh Bharat
Mission and promoting a
cleaner and greener city.



YOGESH KAPOOR
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, January 13

In a major achievement,
the Ludhiana Police have
successfully traced, re-
covered, and returned
174 lost mobile phones
to their rightful owners,
reaffirming their com-
mitment to public service
and the effective use of
technology.

Acting on the directions
of Commissioner of Police
Ludhiana, Swapan Shar-
ma, a special drive was
launched to trace miss-
ing mobile phones. Under
the guidance of Jaswinder
Singh Gill, ADCP Police,
Zone-4, Ludhiana, and
Inderjit Singh Boparai,
ACP, Industrial Area-
A, Ludhiana, and under
the supervision of Sub-
Inspector Daljit Singh,
Station House Officer,
Police Station Jamalpur,
the IT Cell team of Police
Station Jamalpur achieved
significant success.

The Jamalpur Police
team, with the help of
the Central Government’s

The Jamalpur Police
team, with the help of the
Central Government’s
CEIR (Central
Equipment Identity
Register) portal, traced
and recovered a total
of 174 mobile phones
that had been reported
lost and subsequently
blocked through the
CEIR portal.

CEIR (Central Equipment
Identity Register) portal,
traced and recovered a to-
tal of 174 mobile phones
that had been reported
lost and subsequently
blocked through the CEIR

Ludhiana Commissionerate
Police cracks Canadian Dollar

robbery case

m 4 ACCUSED
ARRESTED,
30,000 CANADIAN
DOLLARS, 2 PISTOLS
RECOVERED

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, January 13

Ludhiana Commission-
erate Police has success-
fully solved a high-value
Canadian Dollar robbery
case with the arrest of 4
accused and the recovery of
30,000 Canadian Dollars
(approx. Rs 20 lakh), 2 1i-
censed pistols along with a
white Innova SUV. Under
the leadership of Swapan
Sharma, Commissioner
of Police, Ludhiana, and
the supervision of senior
officers, the CIA Staff Lud-
hiana carried out a well-co-
ordinated operation based
on technical analysis and
confidential inputs.

The case pertains to
an incident on January
5, 2020, when a money

exchanger’s employee,
was robbed of Canadi-
an Dollars near Bharat
Nagar Chowk, Ludhiana.
The accused pretending
to be from CIA Staff had
snatched the cash-filled
bag and fled in an In-
nova SUV. An FIR was
registered at Police Sta-
tion Sarabha Nagar under
relevant sections of BNS.

Sharing the information,
Rupinder Singh, Addition-
al Commissioner of Police,
stated that on January 13,
the CIA team arrested 4
accused involved in the
robbery. The arrested per-
sons have been identified
as Sarabjit Singh alias
Gosa (Ludhiana), Harjeet
Singh (Amritsar), Sattar
Singh (Amritsar) and Ste-
ven Masih (Gurdaspur).

From their possession,
police recovered 30,000
Canadian Dollars, 2 li-
censed .32 bore pistols
and 12 live rounds and
an Innova SUV.

PUNJAB

Ludhiana Police achieve major success;
recover 174 lost mobile phones and hand
them over to owners

portal.

After completing due
verification and all legal
formalities, all 174 re-
covered mobile phones
were handed over to their
rightful owners at Police
Station Jamalpur on Janu-
ary 12.

Citizens who received
their mobile phones ex-
pressed their happiness
and gratitude towards
the Ludhiana Police and
the IT Cell team. This
achievement reflects the
Punjab Police’s dedication
towards public welfare,
protection of citizens’
property, and the effective
use of modern technology
to serve the people.

Health Dept honours newhorn gitls on
Lohri, spreads message of gender equality

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ferozepur, January 13

The Health Department,
Ferozepur, celebrated the
“Lohri of Daughters” by
organizing a district-level
function under the ‘Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao’ cam-
paign in the campus of the
Civil Hospital. The pro-
gramme was held under
the leadership of Senior
Medical Officer Dr. Nikhil
Gupta, while Civil Sur-
geon Dr. Rajiv Parashar
attended the event as the
chief guest.

Among those present
on the occasion were As-
sistant Civil Surgeon Dr.
Sushma Thakkar, District
Family Welfare Officer
Dr. Mandeep Kaur, and
District Immunization Of-
ficer Dr. Meenakshi Abrol.
During the event, girls
conveyed the message of
‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’
through traditional giddha
performances and songs,
creating an atmosphere
of celebration and social
awareness.

As part of the Lohri cel-
ebrations, Civil Surgeon
Dr. Rajiv Parashar hon-
oured newborn baby girls

born at the Civil Hospital
by presenting them with
gifts. Peanuts and ‘rewris’
were distributed, and Lohri
was celebrated with chil-
dren and their parents. Dr.
Parashar congratulated the
parents of the newborn
girls and extended his best
wishes for the health, bright
future, and overall progress
of the children.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr. Rajiv Parashar
emphasized that there
should be no discrimina-
tion between boys and
girls. He said girls should
be raised and educated on
par with boys, adding that
girls are no less capable in
any field, provided they are
given equal opportunities.
He appealed to parents not
to consider daughters as a
burden but to give them
the chance to explore and
succeed in the world.

District Family Welfare
Officer Dr. Mandeep Kaur
and Senior Medical Of-
ficer Dr. Nikhil Gupta
stated that due to the
combined efforts of the
Health Department and
other departments, there
has been a significant im-
provement in the gender
ratio compared to earlier
years. They informed that
the Punjab Govt offers a
reward of Rs 11akh to any-
one who provides credible
information leading to ac-
tion against those involved
in sex determination tests
or female foeticide.

District Mass Media
Officer Sanjeev Sharma,
Dy Mass Media Officer
Ankush Bhandari, and
Neha Bhandari appealed
to the public to eliminate
social evils such as dowry
and to educate boys to re-
spect girls.

MILA Prashar continues ‘Yudh Nashian Virudh’
awareness marches to spread mass awareness

GURKIRPAL SINGH

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU

Ludhiana, January 13

With an aim to eradicate
the menace of drugs from
the society, Ludhiana Cen-
tral MLA Ashok Prashar
Pappi continued ‘Yudh
Nashian Virudh’ aware-
ness marches in the con-
stituency.

On Monday, the aware-
ness march was held in

Madhopuri area (ward
number 10). Councillor,
volunteers and residents
participated in the march

in large numbers.

MLA Prashar stated
that working under the
guidance of Chief Minis-
ter (CM) Bhagwant Singh
Mann, the state govern-
ment has stepped up the
fight against drugs and rig-
orous steps are being taken
to eradicate the menace
from the society.

The goal to become a
drug-free society cannot
be achieved without active

MILA Sidhu inaugurates new
boundary wall of park in ward 49

INDERJIT SINGH
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, January 13

Aam Aadmi Party MLA
from Atam Nagar, Kul-
want Singh Sidhu, on
Monday inaugurated the
new boundary wall of Park
No. 127 in Ward No. 49 as
part of the ongoing cam-
paign to beautify parks in
the constituency. The proj-
ect is being undertaken at
a cost of approximately Rs
10.5 lakh.

The MLA said that
providing basic facilities
such as clean drinking
water, good roads, well-
maintained parks and

GNDU set to host its golden jubilee
convocation on Jan 15

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, January 13

Guru Nanak Dev University
(GNDU), Amritsar, is going
to mark a milestone by host-
ing its 50th (golden jubilee)
convocation on January 15,
2026. The event, as vice-
chancellor Prof Karamjeet
Singh had previously stated,
will be a reflection of the uni-
versity’s academic excellence,
research, cultural contribu-
tion and social service and
will further elevate Punjab on
the global map, serving asan
inspiration for the students
and a future foundation. This
institution, a centre of educa-
tion and research, established
in 1969, has made its place
among the top educational
institutions of the country
by achieving the status of a
‘Category-1 university.

VC Prof Karamjeet Singh
said that the social impact of
GNDU'’s academic and re-
search achievements follows
the philosophy of ‘Sachhu
Ure Sabu Ko Upari Sachu
Acharu’, a verse from Guru
Nanak Dev’s Japji Saheb,
which means, “Truth is high,
but higher still is truthful
living.”

The golden jubilee con-
vocation will have a special
guest, President of India,
Droupadi Murmu, attend-
ing and giving away degrees
to graduates. In attendance
will also be the Governor
of Punjab, Gulab Chand
Kataria and Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann. A
total of 463 students will be
awarded degrees and med-
als in this convocation. This
includes 74 undergraduates,
102 postgraduates, 270 PhD

degrees and seven memorial
medals. Two renowned and
inspiring personalities will
be honoured with honorary
doctorates by the university,
including Padma Shri award-
ee Vikramyjit Singh Sawhney,
who will be conferred the
title of Doctor of Literature
and Jasvir Gill, who will be
conferred the title of Doctor
of Engineering.

Dr Vikramyjit Singh Sawh-
ney is the founder of ‘Sun
Foundation’ and is known
for his extraordinary con-
tribution in the field of
social service. Apart from
empowering over 23,000
rural women through the
‘Surya Kiran’ campaign, he
upgraded 10 ITIs in Pun-
jab, and played a key role
in the safe return of 500
Hindu-Sikh families from
Afghanistan.

playgrounds to residents
remains a top priority. Ear-
lier in the day, he also led
a cleanliness drive at the
historic Vishwakarma Park
along with the Municipal
Corporation team, in the
presence of Joint Commis-
sioner Gurpal Singh.
Addressing residents,
Sidhu urged people to

26 years on, HC

maintain cleanliness in
their surroundings and
appealed for the use of
cloth bags instead of
plastic to protect the envi-
ronment and animals. He
also announced that better
sports facilities and a li-
brary would be developed
at Vishwakarma Park in
the near future.

shuts door on

challenge to 1999 kanungo
selection under disability quota

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Bringing finality to a recruit-
ment dispute dating back to
1999, the Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court has refused
to unsettle the appointment
of arevenue official selected
against a post reserved for
persons with disabilities. Jus-
tice Namit Kumar held that
adecades-old service career
could notbe disturbed in the
absence of any substantive
illegality.

The matter was placed
before Justice Namit Kumar
after a candidate challenged
the selection of a kanungo
from amongst the quota
fixed for handicapped cat-
egory pursuant to an adver-
tisement issued on March
24,1999. The petitioner al-

leged that the selected can-
didate was “neither handi-
capped, nor suffered from
disability”. He was wrongly
sent for training and his
name was not sponsored
by the SpecialEmployment
Officer (for Disabilities). It
was argued that the selected
candidate was not recruited
through a selection process
eitherin ‘general category or
in ‘physically handicapped
category’. As such, his selec-
tion and appointment was
liable to be set aside.

The litigation itself re-
flected a sharp reversal
of fortunes. In 2012, the
high court had set aside
the selection after holding
that the list of candidates
purportedly sponsored by
Employment Exchange was
not genuine.

support of the residents.
The residents should join
hands with the administra-
tion and police to save the
youth from drugs.
Stating that more such
awareness marches would
be organised in the coming
days, MLA Prashar ap-
pealed to the residents to
participate in these march-
es in large numbers and
spread awareness in their
neighbourhood.
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Ludhiana Police launch special enforcement
drive outside Khalsa College for Women,
focus on women'’s safety and public order

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, January 13

Under the leadership of
Ludhiana Commissioner
of Police Swapan Sharma
conducted a special en-
forcement drive outside
Khalsa College for Women,
Ghumar Mandi, with a
strong focus on women'’s
safety, public order, and
traffic discipline.

As part of the special
campaign, ADCP Traffic
Gurpreet Kaur Purewal
led the operation along
with traffic police teams
to ensure the safety of
students and the general
public, while taking strict
action against anti-social
elements and traffic rule
violators.

During the drive, special
checking and enforcement
were carried out in the area
surrounding the college. A
total of 14 challans were
issued for various viola-
tions, including the use
of modified silencers and
lack of valid documents.

Measures taken during
the drive: Prevention of
Eve-Teasing: Keeping the
safety of women students
in mind, heightened sur-

veillance was maintained
in the area. Individuals
found loitering without
valid reasons were warned.

Action against noise pol-
lution: Strict checks were
conducted on motorcy-
cles fitted with modified
silencers producing loud,
firecracker-like noise that
disturbs the academic en-
vironment.

Inspection of street
vendors: Vendors and
stalls outside the college
premises were inspected to
ensure that noillegal or in-
toxicating substances were
being sold to youngsters.

Ludhiana Police ap-
pealed to the general pub-
lic to strictly follow traffic
rules and to immediately
report any suspicious activ-
ity, harassment, or untow-
ard incident to the police
helpline number 112.

Chakshdeep Singh becomes Splitsvilla
X6’s 1st Sikh contestant, says he carries

his roots with pride

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

Chakshdeep Singh has be-
come the first Sikh contes-
tant to enter the popular
dating reality show “Splits-
villa X6”.

Raised between Gha-
ziabad and Punjab, the
Punjabi Sikh said he car-
ries his cultural roots with
pride wherever he goes
and that his upbringing

Ludhiana celebrates Lohri with
traditional fervour, kite flying and
religious devotion

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, January 13

The festival of Lohri was
celebrated with great en-
thusiasm and traditional
fervour across Ludhiana,
bringing together people
of all age groups in a vi-
brant display of cultural
and religious spirit. The
city witnessed a festive
atmosphere throughout
the day, especially among
youngsters who filled the
skies with colourful kites,
marking the celebration
with joy and excitement.

From early morning,
children and youth were
seen on rooftops and open
grounds flying kites, turn-
ing the skyline into a live-
ly spectacle. The cheerful
shouts and friendly com-
petitions added to the fes-
tive charm, reflecting the
age-old Punjabi tradition
associated with Lohri and
the harvest season.

Alongside the celebra-
tions, strong religious
sentiments were also
visible. Many devotees
visited gurdwaras to
offer prayers, seeking
prosperity, good health,
and happiness for their
families. Special prayers
and ardas were per-
formed, highlighting the
spiritual significance of
the festival, which marks
the end of the winter sol-
stice and the beginning
of longer days.

As evening set in,
families and neighbour-
hoods gathered around
traditional Lohri bonfires.
Residents offered pea-
nuts, rewri, popcorn and
til to the sacred fire while
singing folk songs and
performing parikarma
around the bonfire. The
lighting of the bonfire
symbolised warmth,
unity, and gratitude to
nature for a good harvest.

has shaped his values.

“Being the first Sikh on
the show isn’t just a title
for me. I feel a real re-
sponsibility to represent
my roots with honesty
and grace,” he said, add-
ing that his Punjabi Sikh
background has taught
him discipline, humil-
ity and respect - traits
he hopes will guide him
through the competitive
series.

lllegal mining turns
fatal: 27 years

old tipper driver
drowns in Sutlej

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ropar, January 13

What was meant to be
another night’s hard la-
bour turned into a tragedy
for 27-year-old Yakub Alj,
whose life was cut short in
the early hours of Mon-
day due to rampant illegal
mining in the Sutlej River
near the Anandpur Sahib
Assembly constituency of
Ropar district.

Yakub Ali, a resident
of village Hayatpur in
the Nurpur Bedi area,
was working as a driver
for stone crusher opera-
tors. According to sourc-
es, around 3.30 am, he
drove a tipper into the
riverbed near Nangran
village to collect illegally
mined material. In the
darkness of the night,
he failed to notice a deep
ditch carved out of the
riverbed by illegal min-
ing activity.

Vajra Corps, under aegis of Western Command, to commemorate
10th Armed Forces Veterans Day at Khasa today

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, January 13

In a solemn yet celebratory
tribute to courage, sacrifice
and lifelong service to the
nation, Vajra Corps, under
the aegis of Western Com-
mand, will commemorate
the 10th Armed Forces
Veterans Day on January
14 at Khasa. The event will
honour the indomitable
spirit and selfless contri-
butions of veterans, gal-
lantry awardees, Veer Naris
and widows of the Indian

Army, Navy and Air Force.
Designed as both a tribute
and a welfare outreach, the
programme aims to honour
and felicitate veterans, Veer
Naris, widows and disabled
veterans, while also provid-
ing a strong and responsive
support interface.

More than 40 dedicated
grievance redressal coun-
ters will address matters
related to SPARSH, pen-
sion, ECHS, CSD and re-
settlement, reaffirming the
Army’s enduring commit-
ment to the well-being of

its extended family. Com-
prehensive medical support
will be provided through
over nine specialist OPDs,
complemented by focused
awareness initiatives on
welfare schemes, health-
care and post-retirement
employment opportunities.

The rally is expected to
witness the participation
of 2,000-2,500 veterans
and family members in
person, with an additional
4,000-5,000 participants
joining on virtual mode
across Western Command.
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India, Germany
collaboration

he ongoing problems in ties with the US over

trade have failed to faze India which has now

decided to move closer to the European na-

tions and diversify its trade relations. As part

of its plan, India and Germany have finalised
measures to deepen economic and security cooperation,
including a roadmap for defence industrial collabora-
tion. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chancellor
Friedrich Merz have described the two countries as
natural partners in a world grappling with geopolitical
upheaval and uncertainty.

Merz, on his first visit to Asia since taking office last
year, was accompanied by a large business delegation to
emphasise the importance of bolstering economic ties
with India amid unpredictability created by US trade
policies. During talks with Modi in Ahmedabad, Merz
underscored the importance of finalising the India-
European Union (EU) free trade agreement to drive
trade and investment.

The two sides finalised 19 agreements, including a joint
declaration of intent on strengthening bilateral defence
industrial cooperation, and unveiled other measures such
as a Track 1.5 foreign policy and security dialogue, and
a dialogue on the Indo-Pacific region that will see them
working more closely on defence and security matters.
The two sides also announced visa-free transit for Indian
passport holders transiting through Germany.

Prime Minister Modi noted that the growing coopera-
tion in defence and security is a symbol of our mutual
trust and shared vision. He expressed his gratitude to
Chancellor Merz for simplifying the processes related to
defence trade. On his part, Merz emphasised the need
to deepen the bilateral strategic partnership amid “pro-
found geopolitical changes and upheavals in the world”.
He said, “Europe and trans-Atlantic relations remain
important to us. Today, we need to forge a broader net-
work of partnerships and we need to do so swiftly. India
is a desired partner, a partner of choice for Germany,
and the preconditions for a renewed and deepened and
intensified partnership couldn’t be more favourable.”

Both sides noted that India-Germany trade has sur-
passed $50 billion - about a quarter of India’s total
trade with the EU bloc - and pointed to the scope to
do more, especially with the speedy conclusion of the
India-EU trade deal, which is expected to be finalised
during the visit of the bloc’s top leadership to New Delhi
later this month.

Modi underlined that the presence of more than 2,000
German companies in India reflected their “unwaver-
ing confidence” in the country and said the two sides
were working to build secure and trusted supply chains.
Technology cooperation too has grown stronger and the
two sides will establish a centre of excellence to drive
cooperation in renewable energy.

With Germany already home to 300,000 Indian expa-
triates and 60,000 students, an agreement on a Global
Skills Partnership will facilitate the mobility of healthcare
professionals. Merz said the number of skilled workers,
including care-givers and nurses, needed from India is
increasing rapidly. Indians are among the most suc-
cessful group of immigrants in Germany, which wants
to promote this trend in future.

Merz also highlighted the need to intensify economic
relations with India, the fastest growing economy in the
G20 and a pivotal partner in the Indo-Pacific, against
the backdrop of the “resurgence of protectionism di-
rected against free trade and open markets” - an ap-
parent reference to the geo-economic churn caused by
US trade policies.

Among the agreements finalised by the two sides were
ajoint declaration of intent on strengthening economic
cooperation by establishing a CEOs Forum as part of
a joint economic and investment committee, a joint
declaration of intent on a Semiconductor Ecosystem
Partnership, pacts for cooperation in critical minerals,
telecommunications and sport, an offtake agreement
for green ammonia between India’s AM Green and
Germany’s Uniper Global Commodities, and an Indo-
German roadmap on higher education.

The two sides also announced new funding commitments
of €1.24 billion under the bilateral Green and Sustain-
able Development Partnership to support projects in
renewable energy, green hydrogen, and climate resilient
urban infrastructure, and the launch of a battery storage
working group under the India-Germany Platform for
Investments in Renewable Energy Worldwide.
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OPINION

From edge of map to centre of decision: PRAGATI
and Rail Infrastructure in Mizoram

Varun
Adhikari

en I joined
the Bairabi-
Sairang rail-
way project
in 2015, it
felt like stepping into a part of
the country that rarely entered
national focus. The journey itself
told the story. National High-
way-154, now NH-06, the only
access route, was badly damaged
and unreliable.Heavy trucks
were often stranded for days,
and bumpy travel became a
routine part of site visits. The
surrounding hills were young,
deeply weathered, and unstable,
shaped by intense rainfall and
constant slope movement. On
paper, the project was historic,
Mizoram’s first railway connec-
tion to the national network cut-
ting through mountains, steep
gradients and deep gorges.

On the ground, however,
progress was painfully slow.
Site idling was common due to
material unavailability, labour
shortages, delayed transporta-
tion, local disturbances, and
endlessly deferred decisions.
As atunnel design consultant
and geologist, the geology was
challenging but understand-
able. What proved far more dif-
ficult was institutional inertia.
The project lay at the extreme
periphery of the country. Re-
views were sporadic. Decision-
making authority was scattered
across ministries, state depart-
ments, and agencies.Gradually,
an unsettling realization took
shape: it appeared as though no
one truly expected the project

to be completed in the foresee-
able future.

Then, quietly and without
announcement, urgency en-
tered the system. There was a
noticeable sense of urgency in
the project offices. Phones rang
more frequently. Senior of-
ficers began visiting sites with
unusual regularity. Files pend-
ing for extended periods were
promptly retrieved, reviewed,
and circulated. Meetings were
scheduled in rapid succession,
often involving agencies that
previously worked in isolation.

As a private consultant, I was
not part of the administrative
core, and no one explained the
reason for this sudden activity.
But long experience on large in-
frastructure projects had taught
me to recognize the signs. This
was not routine pressure. It was
preparation for scrutiny at the
highest level.

Soon, the reason became
clear. Soon, the reason be-
came clear: the Bairabi-Sairang
railway project was scheduled
for review under PRAGATI,
the Pro-Active Governance
and Timely Implementation
platform chaired by the Prime
Minister. For a project long
on the margins, this brought
authority, accountability,
and real-time scrutiny to ev-
ery pending issue and inter-
agency bottleneck. After this
meeting decisions aligned, and
progress followedshowing how
governance often determines
outcomes.

The PRAGATI review meet-
ing of March 2016 fundamen-
tally altered the project’s tra-
jectory.Under this framework,
problems could no longer be
examined in isolation or de-
ferred indefinitely. The severely

deteriorated condition of NH-
06 was no longer considered
external to the railway’s man-
date. The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways was
directed to undertake repair
and improvement works, with
clear timelines and continuous
monitoring. Land acquisition
delays were no longer treat-
ed as routine administrative
hurdles, the Government of
Mizoram was instructed to
expedite resolutions, and prog-
ress was tracked. Lawandorder
related issues were formally
recognized as critical risks to
execution and placed under
close observation.

What stood out was not in-
dividual decisions, but their
synchronization. Under PRA-
GATI, agencies could no longer
work in isolation. Responsi-
bilities were fixed, coordina-
tion became mandatory, and
follow-up was constant. The
effect was immediate, the
Katakhal-Bairabi section was
commissioned in March 2016,
enabling freight movement and
improving access, logistics, and
planning.

As months passed, it became
clear that PRAGATTI was chang-
ing institutional behaviour in
a measurable way. Reviews
shifted from explaining de-
lays to resolving them, with
photographs, timelines, and
sitestatus data replacing narra-
tive reports. Digital monitoring
ensured that issues raised once
returned to the table until they
were closed. This discipline
altered responses across the
system. Engineers became
more decisive, contractors
more accountable, and state
and central agencies coordi-
nated more closely because
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fragmentation was no longer
tolerated. On the ground, the
effect was visible. Tunnel excava-
tion, once sporadic, began ad-
vancing steadily despite complex
geology, fractured rock mass,
shear zones, water ingress, and
weak strata. Approvals for sup-
port systems and design modifi-
cations moved in weeks instead
of months. Bridges started rising
across deep gorges, some over
seventy metres high, translat-
ing decisions taken hundreds of
kilometres away into concrete
and steel on site. Even during
the COVID-19 period, the same
framework ensured continuity;
labour shortages, contractual
disputes, and execution chal-
lenges were closely monitored,
and the project slowed but
did not drift.Over time, the
scale of achievement became
evident: forty-five tunnels cov-
ering nearly one-third of the
alignment, over 150 bridges, bal-
last less track through tunnel
sections, and a design speed of
up to 100 kmph through one of
the most demanding terrains in
the country. Four new stations
Hortoki, Kawnpui, Mualkhang,
and Sairang prepared to serve
longisolated communities. Be-
yond engineering, the project
underscored a deeper truth.
Fragile geology can be man-
aged, monsoons planned for,
and logistics strengthened.
What ultimately determines
outcomes is governance the
ability of institutions to align,
decide, and act together.
Beyond its impact on proj-
ects in the Northeast, the
PRAGATI portal has had a
measurable influence on na-
tionwide growth, as accelerated
decision-making and improved
coordination have supported

the steady expansion of infra-
structure across the country.
In a recent press conference,
Cabinet Secretary highlighted
the impact and effectiveness of
the PRAGATI mechanism. He
stated that by December 2025,
382 major projects had been
reviewed by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi under the PRAGA-
TI framework. The PRAGATI
ecosystem has significantly ac-
celerated the implementation of
infrastructure projects valued at
over 385 lakh crore (approxi-
mately USD 850 billion). As
per government sources, this
period has also seen a sharp
rise in infrastructure spend-
ing, with capital expenditure
increasing from Rs. 1.97 lakh
crore in 2014-15 to a budget
estimate Rs. 11.21 lakh crore in
2025-26 more than a five-fold
jump. As a share of the Union
Budget, infrastructure capi-
tal expenditure doubled from
nearly 12 percent to about 22
percent. As per Cabinet Sec-
retary - PRAGATTI functions
as part of a broader, integrated
digital ecosystem that includes
PM Gati Shakti, PARIVESH,
and the Project Monitoring
Group (PMG).

Viewed in totality, on-ground
observations, spatial outcomes,
and financial indicators togeth-
er suggest that infrastructure
spending in India has been
systematically scaled and ef-
fectively managed, reinforcing
its role as a stable contributor
to national growth.

(The authoris a Principal
Engineering Geologist with
over 17 years’ experience

in complex underground
infrastructure projects across
India.)

Digital reforms to speed up consumer grievance
redressal in eastern states: Nidhi Khare

he digital consumer

grievance redressal

systems can greatly

improve access to

consumer justice
in rural and geographically
dispersed districts of Bihar,
Jharkhand and Odisha, Nidhi
Khare, Secretary, Department
of Consumer Affairs, said on
Tuesday.

In her keynote address at the
‘Regional Workshop on Con-
sumer Protection for Eastern
States’ in Patna, Khare high-
lighted the major reforms un-
dertaken by the Department
of Consumer Affairs to mod-
ernise the consumer grievance
redressal system across the
country.

Khare underlined the grow-
ing role of the National Con-
sumer Helpline (NCH 2.0)

cess, online complaint filing
and faster resolution through
technology.

The Secretary also detailed
the nationwide rollout of E-
Jagriti (CONFONET 2.0) a
single integrated digital plat-
form for Consumer Commis-
sions’™-Jagriti brings together
e-Daakhil, online case manage-
ment, video conferencing, data
dashboards and AI-based tools,
creating an end-to-end digital
workflow for consumer cases.

“E-Jagriti marks a shift
from fragmented systems to
a transparent, efficient and
real-time digital ecosystem,
enabling better monitoring
and quicker disposal of cases,”
she mentioned, urging state
and district consumer commis-
sions to make full use of video

as a pre-litigation platform that provides multi-lingual ac- hearings, automated case tools

and performance dashboards
to reduce delays and ensure
timely execution of orders.

She also spoke about the
need to strengthen domestic
production and procurement of
pulses, noting a shift in house-
hold consumption from cereals
towards pulses.

Pratyaya Amrit, Chief Sec-
retary, Bihar Government,
emphasised that citizens must
be seen not just as beneficia-
ries, but as consumers with
the right to clear information,
fair treatment and timely re-
dressal. He praised initiatives
like E-Jagriti and expressed
confidence that discussions
on emerging issues such as
dark patterns would lead to
meaningful outcomes.

The workshop focused on re-
ducing case pendency, improv-
ing compliance of consumer
commission orders, using
digital tools for faster justice,
and addressing emerging chal-
lenges such as dark patterns
and unfair trade practices in
the digital market. IANS

97 pc HR leaders in India expect humans
to work alongside Al by 2027: Report

round 97 per cent
of HR leaders in
the tech sector
in India feel that
ork by 2027 will
be done by humans working
alongside Al rather than en-
gaging with it intermittently,
areport said on Tuesday.
The report from Nasscom and
Indeed, based on a poll of over
120 HR leaders in the tech sector
in the country, found that 20-
40 per cent of work in technol-
ogy firms is already AI-driven.
Around 45 per cent of respon-
dents reported that over 40 per
cent of software development is
now handled by Al it said.
“As AI adoption deepens,
skilling and capability building
will be central to ensuring that
talent continues to move up
the value chain and delivers
meaningful outcomes for busi-
nesses,” said Ketaki Karnik,

Head of Research, Nasscom.

tool to becoming an integral

processes, with strong partici-
pation in intelligent automa-
tion (39 per cent) and business
process management (37 per
cent). Meanwhile, over half of
respondents cited low-quality
or incomplete Al outputs, un-
derscoring the need for human
oversight.

Most effective human-Al
partnerships are emerging
across higher-order activi-
ties such as scope definition,
system architecture, and data
model design. More routine
and repeatable tasks, including
boilerplate code generation
and unit test creation, are ex-
pected to be increasingly auto-
mated by AI over the next two
to three years, the report said.

Hiring is evolving toward
skills-based assessment, with
85 per cent of managers pri-

The report highlighted a shift part of everyday roles, work- oritising skills-based hiring
from AI as a supplementary flows, and decision-making over credentials and 98 per

cent highlighting the need for
hybrid and multidisciplinary
skills. Around 83 per cent of
HR leaders redesigned work
by adding AI-specific roles.
With respect to Al adoption,
79 per cent prioritised internal
reskilling as a dominant strat-
egy. Around 80 per cent of or-
ganisations followed a hybrid
approach, with most employees
working from the office three or
more days a week, the report
noted. IANS

DISCLAIMER: The opinions ex-
pressed in the articles published
in these columns are the personal
opinions of the authors. The facts
and opinions appearing in the
articles do not reflect the views
of Bright Punjab Express and
Bright Punjab Express does not
assume any responsibility or
liability for the same.



Elections to zilla
parishads, panchayat
samitis in Maha to be
held on Feb 5

MUMBAI: The Maharash-
tra State Election Commis-
sion (SEC), on Tuesday,
announced the elections to
the 12 zilla parishads and 125
panchayat samitis on Febru-
ary 5.The counting of votes
will take place on February 7.
The 12 zilla parishads, which
are well within the 50 per
cent quota limit, include
Pune, Satara, Sangli, Sola-
pur, and Kolhapur, Raigad,
Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg,
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
Parbhani, Dharashiv, and
Latur. The 125 panchayat
samitis, which will go for the
polls, fall under these 12 zilla
parishads. Nominations fil-
ing will start from January 16
to 21, scrutiny on January 22
and withdrawal of nomina-
tions on January 27. IANS

Telangana forms SIT

to probe defamatory
content against CM, IAS
officer

HYDERABAD: Telangana
Police have formed a Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
to probe two cases booked
for alleged defamatory and
obscene content targeting
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, a minister and a
woman IAS officer. The
eight-member SIT will be
headed by Hyderabad Po-
lice Commissioner V.C. Saj-
janar. Director General of
Police B. Shivadhar Reddy
has constituted the SIT to
investigate the case booked
against one Kavali Venkatesh
for posting a morphed photo-
graph of the Chief Minister,
and another case registered
against some television
channels and social media
handles for publishing fake
news about a minister and
an Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer. IANS

DELHI/NCR

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

The Congress said on
Tuesday that its MGN-
REGA Bachao Sangram’
is reaching 2.5 lakh Gram
Panchayats, accusing the
Union government of let-
ting loose a bulldozer on
the rural job schemes of
the UPA-era.

Jairam Ramesh, Rajya
Sabha MP MP and Con-
gress General Secretary
Communications In-charge,
in a message on social me-
dia platform X, said, “The
Union government has run
a bulldozer over the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) scheme,
which has become the life-
line for crores of people in
India.”

Urging people to join the
Congress’ protest against
the replacement of MGN-
REGA with Viksit Bharat —
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB — GRAM G) Act, Ra-

NATION

NEWSBRIEFS ‘MJGNREGA Bachao Sangram’ reaching 2.5 lakh
gram panchayats: Congress

mesh said, “This nationwide
struggle is... for the restora-
tion of the constitutional
rights to work, to wages,
and to accountability. Join
this movement too.”

The Congress leader’s
X account also ran a live
counter indicating, in real
time, the number of people
joining the struggle.

Till Tuesday afternoon,
as many as 30,177 people
had joined the campaign by
giving a missed call.

The ‘Sangram’ launched

by the Congress follows a
decision by the party Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, to take the issue to
the people and mount pres-
sure on the Union govern-
ment to reverse its decision
like in the case of the farm
laws that were forced to be
withdrawn.

Rahul Gandhi claimed
the VB-G RAM G Act was
rushed through the Par-
liament without adequate

scrutiny and debate.

He described MGNRE-
GA as the most successful
poverty alleviation pro-
gramme, and said that he
and the Congress will not
let the Narendra Modi-led
Union government destroy
the rural poor’s last line of
defence.

“We will stand with
workers, panchayats, and
states to defeat this move
and build a nationwide
front to ensure this law is
withdrawn,” he said in a
hard-hitting social media
post.

Taking exception to the
“hurried” passage of the
VB-G RAM G Bill through
both the Houses of Par-
liament, Rahul Gandhi
claimed that the Narendra
Modi government demol-
ished 20 years of MNREGA
in just one day and also
questioned the “anti-state
and anti-village” design of
the new scheme, which is
set to replace the UPA-era
MGNREGA. IANS
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Petrol pump bomb blast accused among 3
militants arrested in Manipur; arms recovered

IMPHAL, JANUARY 13

Security forces have arrested
three hardcore militants, in-
cluding a cadre of a banned
outfit, for their alleged in-
volvement in a bomb explo-
sion at a fuel station in Ma-
nipur’s Bishnupur district,
officials said on Tuesday.

A police official said that
the three militants belong
to the Kanglei Yawol Kanna
Lup (KYKL) and the People’s
Revolutionary Party of Kan-
gleipak (PREPAK).

They were arrested from
Imphal West and Kakching
districts in the past 24 hours.

Of the three arrested
militants, the KYKL cadre,
identified as Hijam Man-
ichandra Singh (35), was al-
legedly involved in causing an
explosion at a petrol pump

at Moirang Thana Leikai in
Bishnupur district on Janu-
ary 8.

Following his arrest, other
accomplices involved in the
blast have been identified,
and efforts are on to arrest
the remaining accused.

According to the police,
militants riding a two-wheel-
er hurled a bomb at the fuel
station at Moirang Thana
Leikai on January 8, trig-
gering an explosion.

Although no one was in-
jured, the blast caused dam-
age to the fuel station.

To protest the two con-
secutive attacks on Janu-
ary 8 in Bishnupur district
and December 6 in Imphal
East district all petrol pumps
across Manipur Valley and
adjoining areas remained
shut on January 10.  1ANS

Gunshots fired

at Delhi gym;
Lawrence Bishnoi
gang ‘claims’

responsibility
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

A firing incident has been
reported from Delhi’s Pas-
chim Vihar area, where
unidentified men opened
fire at a gym, police said
on Tuesday.

The incident occurred
around 11 p.m. on Mon-
day when two bike-borne
assailants allegedly fired
two rounds in the air out-
side the gym, ‘RK Fitness’,
located on the Outer Ring
Road in Paschim Vihar, of-
ficials said. No injuries were
reported in the incident,
police added.

Officials said that a case
has been registered in con-
nection with the firing, and
further investigations are
currently underway.

Meanwhile, the Lawrence
Bishnoi gang has claimed
responsibility for the attack
through a post on social me-
dia, which is being verified
by the Delhi. IANS

Asked police to collect details about
Bangladeshis living in Bengaluru: HM

Parameshwara
BENGALURU, JANUARY 13

Karnataka Home Minister
G. Parameshwara has stated
that Bangladeshi nationals
are settling in Bengaluru as
it is a peaceful city, and he
has instructed the Karnataka
Police Department to gather
information in this regard.

He, however, cautioned
against vigilantism by BJP
leaders and other organisa-
tions. Speaking to reporters
in Bengaluru on Tuesday,
Home Minister Paramesh-
wara made the statement
while responding to a ques-
tion.

He said he had directed

VP Radhakrishnan launches
drug-free campus campaign
at Delhi University

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

Vice-President (V-P) C.P.
Radhakrishnan, on Tuesday,
inaugurated the Drug Free
Campus Campaign at the
Delhi University (DU), call-
ing for efforts to make the
drive an integral part of all
Central higher educational
institutions.

The Vice-President called
upon the Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan to ensure that
sustained and collective ef-
forts are made to protect
the youth from substance
abuse and to realise the vi-
sion of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ and
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.

He said that the National
Education Policy (NEP),
2020, reflects a holistic vi-
sion by emphasising mental
health, life skills and stu-
dent well-being.

He added that initia-
tives such as the Drug Free
Campus Campaign resonate
with the spirit of the NEP
by creating safe, inclusive
and nurturing learning en-
vironments.

Commending the varsity
for integrating awareness
programmes, counselling

mechanisms, student-led
initiatives and stakeholder
collaboration, the Vice-
President said that when
students become ambas-
sadors of change, the impact
extends beyond campuses to
families and communities.

He urged students to re-
main vigilant, support peers
in distress, speak up against
substance abuse and lead
by example.

Highlighting that India is
ayouthful nation, the Vice-
President described sub-
stance abuse as not merely a
personal problem but a seri-
ous social challenge, public
health concern and a threat
to the country’s demographic
dividend.

Emphasising that strong
nations require strong lead-
ership, V-P Radhakrishnan
said universities are not
merely centres of academic
learning but institutions
where values are shaped,
leadership is nurtured and
the future of the nation is
forged. He added that when
a premier institution like the
DU takes a firm stand against
substance abuse, it sends a
powerful message to society
at large. IANS

Director General and Inspec-
tor General of Police M.A.
Saleem and Bengaluru Po-
lice Commissioner Seemanth
Kumar Singh to collect de-
tails about Bangladeshi na-
tionals living in Bengaluru
and across the state.

“They will look into the
facts regarding where they
are living and whether they
possess documents. The probe
will ascertain how and from
where they obtained these
documents. They are behav-
ing as if they are not Bangla-
deshis at all. We will verify this
and take necessary action. We
have already deported illegal
Bangladeshis,” he said. 1ANS

Delhi-NCR hit by double whammy of
biting cold and high air pollution

Bengal SIR: ECI clarifies reasons behind appointment
of 2,000 additional micro-observers

KOLKATA, JANUARY 13

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) has clarified
its plans to appoint 2,000
additional micro-observers
for the hearing session on
claims and objections to
the draft voters’list in West
Bengal, and to consider a
proposal to increase the
number of hearing centres.

An insider from the office
of the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) explained that the
decision to appoint these
2,000 additional micro-
observers had been taken
not just because such a
large number of “logical
discrepancy” cases had been

identified in the course of
“progeny mapping”, but also
because of the diverse na-
ture of discrepancies identi-
fied by the system.

‘While the total number of
logical discrepancy casesiden-
tified in “progeny mapping”is
so huge at nine lakhs, at least
six forms of discrepancies have
been identified in the case of
these voters. In certain cases,
more than one discrepancy has
come to the notice of the ECL

“On one hand, there is a
deadline to complete the
hearing within a reasonable
period before the publica-
tion of the final voters’list on
February 14 this year. At the
same time, the Commission
is determined to ensure that
the name of a single genuine
voter is not deleted from the
voters’ list, and also that the
name of a single bogus voter
is deleted from the list. Since
athorough examination of
the logical discrepancy cases
is required to achieve that
goal, there was a necessity
for increasing the num-
ber of micro-observers,” a
source in the CEO’s office
explained. IANS

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

People across Delhi-
NCR are facing a double
whammy of biting cold
and severe air pollution

97 to 98 per cent during
the morning hours.

The combination of cold
winds and high humidity
has intensified the chill,
making the weather feel
harsher than the actual

the national capital, plac-
ing air quality in the ‘severe’
category. Anand Vihar re-
corded an AQI of 411, Rohini
397, Chandni Chowk 380,
Bawana 378, Wazirpur 375,
and Ashok Vihar 366. IANS

on Tuesday. While the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
issued orange and yellow
alerts due to an ongoing
cold wave, the Air Quality
Index (AQI) remains at
dangerously high levels
in several areas.
According to the IMD, a
cold wave is likely to persist
throughout January 13 and
14-across Delhi-NCR. Dur-
ing this period, the maxi-
mum temperature will
hover around 20 degrees
Celsius, while the mini-
mum temperature can
drop to as low as 4 degrees
Celsius. The situation has
been further aggravated by
extremely high humidity
levels, which have reached

temperature. Although a
slight temperature rise is
expected from January 15,
with the minimum tem-
perature likely to increase
to around 6 degrees Cel-
sius, moderate to dense fog
is forecast during the early
morning and night hours,
potentially affecting vis-
ibility and transportation.

pollution situation re-
mains a major concern.
Data from monitoring
stations operated by the
Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) and
State Pollution Control
Boards indicate that the
AQI has crossed the 400
mark in several parts of

Meanwhile, the air

Atishi untraceable: Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra
flays Punjab cops, govt for FIR against him

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

Accusing the Punjab Police and the AAP-led Punjab gov-

ernment of disrespecting the Delhi

Assembly, Delhi Minister Kapil

Mishra on Tuesday declared former

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi as “un-

traceable” ever since she allegedly

made disrespectful remarks against

Sikh Gurus in the city’s legislature.

Mishra, who faces an FIR in Pun-

jab’s Jalandhar district for circulating

an allegedly “doctored” video clip of Atishi’s controversial

remark, released a poster featuring the AAP leader with

“Untraceable” written boldly on it in Hindi. “The one who

committed the crime is absconding, missing,” said Mishra

in a post on X, along with his photo holding the poster. On
January 6, a sin was committed in the Delhi Assembly.

“A sin that has never been committed in any other

House of Parliament in the country,” he said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for the information of
General Public that our
project namely "CM
Luxury Homes” developed
by M/s CM Luxury Homes
been accorded
Environmental Clearance
by SEIAA Punjab Vide EC
Identification No

Bfos 3T wer 3 fx a@at CM Valley fifs:
AEUT/3TTT e gitmrsr (nirssTEls
28T 544472) (% I 23.71 EFF) B
fer ©€39 @8 JIBIE RS UTfsHT

18.10.2018 3fg3 U39 & 8885 fH3t
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o3t sitgt argt I fEm

fesamH 9= 3t B niue fesad 10 fest @
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Original Sale Deed No. 107 dated 9-4-2019
as executed by Darshan Singh and Jarnail
Singh sons of Nek Singh to the extent of land
measuring 16.66 Marla in favour of Amrik
Singh son of Malkit Singh regarding the
Property measuring as mentioned below. The
said property is currently owned by Jarnail
Singh son of Sajjan Singh the said Sale Deed
has been lost and not mortgaged with any
Bank or Financial Institution, in that regard
DDR No. 669211/2026 dated 13-1-2026 has
been got registered. Anybody having
objection regarding mortgage of property
with Roha Housing Finance Pvt. Ltd. Feroze
Gandhi Market Branch Ludhiana may respond
or raise objection within 7 Days, to Sh. Tarsem
Chand Mittal, Advocate, Chamber No. 32,
New Judicial Complex, Mansa 151505.Mobile:
9872755236. Detail of the Property: Land
Measuring 0 Kanal and 16.66 Marla i.e. 50/441
share of land measuring 7 Kanla and 7 Marla
comprised in Khasra No. 117//5(7-7) Khewat
and Khata No. 39/225, _as per jamabndi for
the year 2020-2021, located within the revenue
estate of Karamgarh Hudbust No. 48, Tehsil and
Distt Barnala at presently owned by Jarnail
Singh son of Sajjan Singh through Sale Deed
No. 2023-24/86/1/4824 dated 12-3-2024 SRO
Barnala and having boundaries as per deed as
under: East: Side 62 Ram Singh son of Gajjan
Singh West: Side 62’ passage wide 11" North: Side
73’6” Manijit Singh South: Side 73'6” Harpal Kaur

EC24C3801PB5271602N,
dated: 27.07.2024.

PUBLIC NOTICE

1, Harish Kumar Vermas/o Daulat Ram, R/o
Shiv Mandir Wali Gali, Central Town, Tehsil
and District Hoshiarpur, | am a permanent
resident of above said address. | have
loan from Punjab National Bank, Main
Branch, Jalandhar Road, Tehsil and
District Hoshiarpur and in this loan | am
depositing a property with the bank,
the document number of which is 4093,
Volume number 2088, Page number 96,
Book number 1, and dated 11.10.2000.
The previous document number 2929,
Bahi number 1, dated 25.08.1999 is
lost. The DDR number is 669064/2026,
dated 13.01.2026 and if anyone finds the
document/registry, they will be bound
to deposit it with the bank and will not
misuse it and if anyone has any objection
regarding this loan, they can contact the

address written below within 7 days.
From: Varun Kumar Sharma Advocate,
Chamber Number 413, Fourth Floor, District
Courts, Hoshiarpur.

LUDHIANA SSI BRANCH, 223,

INDUSTRIAL AREA, LUDHIANA, PUNJAB

APPENDIX-IV [SEE RULE-8(1)]
POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)
Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of India under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 06.08.2025 calling upon the
borrowers Shri Harjinder Partap Singh S/o Late Sh. Bansi Lal Chowdhary (Son of principal
borrower, late Sh. Bansi Lal Chowdhary and co-borrower), Mr. Gurpartap Singh S/o Late
Sh. Bansi Lal Chowdhary (Son of principal borrower, late Sh. Bansi Lal Chowdhary and
co-borrower) and Ms. Meenakshi Jeevan Kanojiya W/o Mr. Jeevan Kanojiya (Daughter of
principal borrower, late Sh. Bansi Lal Chowdhary) to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice being Rs. 8,76,449.45 (Rupees Eight Lakh Seventy Six Thousand Four Hundred
Forty Nine & Paisa Forty Five Only) (contractual dues upto the date of notice) within 60
days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section
13 of Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 08th day
of January of the year 2026.
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Bank of India for
anamount Rs. 8,76,449.45 (Rupees Eight Lakh Seventy Six Thousand Four Hundred Forty
Nine & paisa Forty Five Only) (contractual dues upto the date of notice) and interest thereon.
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in
respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
All that part and parcel of the Residential building admeasuring 70 Sq. Yards, situated at B-11-
218/5, Mohalla Fatheganj, Near Baba Than Singh Chowk, Tehsil & Distt. Ludhiana- Punjab, vide
wasika No. 4378 dated 06.06.2007, in the name of Mr. Bansi Lal Chowdhary, Mr. Harjinder
Partap SIngh & Mr. Gurpartap Singh. The property bounded as per site as below: East : Street
(15'-0"), West:Neighbour (15'-0), North: Neighbour (43'-0), South: Neighbour (43'-0).

IANS

DATE: 08.01.2026
PLACE: LUDHIANA

AUTHORISED OFFICER,
BANK OF INDIA

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to notify all concerned that, on behalf of my
client AU Small Finance Bank Ltd., Branch office at|
Opp. F.C.I Godown G.T Road, Municipal Council
Khanna, Ludhiana. | hereby give notice that one
customer Raj Kumar Rai s/o Rama Shankar Rai and
Ruma Devi w/o Raj Kumar Rai both R/o. Ward No. 5,
Azad Nagar, Khanna Tehsil Khanna Kalan, District
Ludhiana has applied for taking loan for LAP loan
Property measuring 0K-3-1/3M, Comprised in Killa
No. 50//11 (7-7), 13/1 (0-4), 18/2/2 (0-4) Killa No.
571/6/1(3-16), 15(8-0), 16/1 (2-13), Khewat No. 357,
Khatoni No. 387 as per Jamabandi years 2016-17,
Situated at Village Lalheri, locality Known as Near
Krishanpal Di Chakki, Azad Nagar Tehsil & District
Ludhiana. Smt. Ruma Devi w/o Raj Kumar Rai is the
owner of the Above mentioned Property. The
Previous original Sale Deed bearing document No.
2190 dated 18/09/2013 registered by Daljit Kaur w/o
Jagpal Singh in favour of Kamaljit Kaur w/o Jasvir
Singh. The part of chain of title document has been
misplaced by Smt. Ruma Devi s/o Raj Kumar Rai
and the same is not traceable. To this effect
Smt.Ruma Deviw/o Raj Kumar Rai lodged DDR No.
669114/2026 Dated 13.01.2026 with P.S. Khanna
Kalan. As per the declaration furnished by the
present owner Smt. Ruma Devi w/o Raj Kumar the
above sale deed was earlier in his possession and
the said property is unencumbered and no mortgage
has been created over the said property in favour of
any Bank or any financial Institution. The said
property has never been sold or transferred to any
person and the same is not a subject matter of any
dispute in court of law. Smt. Ruma Devi w/o Raj
Kumar is proposed to mortgage in favour of AU
Small Finance Bank Ltd. If anybody finds out the
above mentioned Original sale deed or has any
objection to the proposed mortgage then in that
event he/she shall hand over the same to the
undersigned within 7 days of this publication
otherwise it will be deemed that there is no objection
toanybody.

Nanak Kumar Advocate, Chamber No. 5014,

Distt. Court Ludhiana. M: 98727-40402

PUBLIC NOTICE
|, Pranshanth alias Prashanth S. (UID No.6095-
2113-3890) s/o Shantha Devan alias Shanta
Devan r/o 8212/32, Street no. 11/4, Daba Road,
Kabir Nagar, Ludhiana declare that | am exclusive
owner in possession of One property/house
measuring 100 sq.yards, comprised of khata
n0.321/414, khasra no.146, as per jamabandi for the
year 2008-09, Hadbast No. 262, situated at Village
Daba, locality known as Street No. 11/4, Kabir|
Nagar, Ludhiana on the basis of Sale Deed wasika
n0.2021-22/103/1/5085 Registry wasika No. 3422
dated 12/05/1998 related to said property which was
dated 05/08/2021. | lost my Original previous sale
deed in favour of Smt. Bhupinder Kaur w/o Sh.
Daljeet Singh, at Daba Road, in Ludhiana on
02/12/2025. ADDR had been lodged in PSOC Daba,
Ludhiana City against SR No.656842/2025 on dated
09/12/2025. Now | being owner, want to create
equitable mortgage over said property by depositing
of original title deeds in favour of Punjab & Sind
Bank, Village Sarinh Branch, Distt. Ludhiana. So,
Bank requires previous said sale deed for]
completing chain of title for creating valid equitable
mortgage. Through this public notice I, inform that if
anybody or any financial institution or Bank have any
information regarding lost of said previous sale deed
wasika n0.3422 dated 12/05/1998 and also any kind
of objection/s related to creation of equitable
mortgage in favour Punjab & Sind Bank, he/she may
respond within 7 days from the date of publication,
after expiry of stipulated period no objection or claim
whatsoever would be entertained and it will be
considered consent related to said matter. Contact:
$S. Harpreet Singh (M) 7355997919 or PSB, Sarinh
Branch, Distt. Ludhiana. E-mail Id:

$1313@psb.bank.in.

PUBLI
Before NAVEEN
DANICS, ASSISTANT.
ESTATE OFFICER-1,
EXERCISING THE
POWERS OF THE
ESTATE OFFICER, CHANDIGARH
Subject: Transfer of ownership rights to the
extent of 40% share in respect of House No.
2025, Sector 21-C, Chandigarh, in the name of
Sh. Bharat Bhardwaj and Miss Mamta
Bhardwaj, on the basis of intestate Death/
Court Decree dated12-11-2025/ Release Deed
dated 11-08-1969 of Late Krishan Kumar.

It is notified for the information of general public
and all concerned that as per record of this office
the property known as House No. 2025, Sector
21-C, Chandigarh to the extent of 40.00% share
was stands in the name of Sh. Krishan Kumar.
It has been informed by Sh. BHARAT
BHARDWAJ and Miss Mamta Bhardwaj that
SH. Krishan Kumar died on 26-11-2018.
Now Sh. Bharat Bhardwaj and Miss Mamta
Bhardwaj have applied for transfer of
ownership rights of 40% share in respect of
House No. 2025, Sector 21-C, Chandigarh in
their namel/s, on the basis of Intestate Death/
Court Decree dated 12-11-2025/ Release Deed
dated 11-08-1969 of Late Krishan Kumar.
However, if anybody has any information about
any other legal heirs of the deceased other than
mentioned above, the same may be intimated to
the Estate Officer, U.T., Chandigarh, immediately.
If anybody has any objection upon the mutation of
the said property in favour of above named
applicant they may furnish in writing in the office of
the undersigned within 30 days from the date of
publication of this notice, failing which the said
share in the said property will be mutated
accordingly and no further claim whatsoever shall
be entertained atany later stage.
Naveen, DANICS,

Assistant Estate Officer, Exercising the

powers of the Estate Officer, U.T., Chandigarh

NOT

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Gyanendra Kumar, Branch Manager of
Punjab and Sind Bank, Branch Main, Barnala,
Tehsil and District Barnala, son of Shri
Kanhaiya Prasad, , do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that one M/S HRM POLYPLAST
PVTLTD, (Directors- Sh. Harsh Modi, Sh Tarlok
Chand Modi, Sh. Honey Rajkumar Bansal)
having registered address as Near Pawan
Soap Factory, Barnala-Sekha Road, District
Barnala is the owner and in possession over
An Industrial property 5 Kanal 8.5 Marla
being 217/1156 share of 28 kanal 18 marla
of land bearing khata no 634/903, situated at
Sekha Barnala Road, District Barnala Punjab.
The party approached for availing credit
facilities from our Bank i.e. from Punjab
and Sind Bank, Branch Main, Barnala. But
as informed to us the previous original title
deed/ link deed Nos. 6339 dated 08-03-2010,
No 6717 dated 03-01-2011, No 3474 dated
27-07-2011,No 7115 dated 06-02-2012 in
the name of ex owners of the property as
mentioned above have been misplaced
from the party in District Court Complex,
Barnala. Regarding this Party got registered
an DDR LR No. 659950/2025 on 17-12-
2025 on the online portal of Punjab Police
Department in respect of lost of above said
old title deeds. If anyone have any objection
regarding application / disbursement of raise
loan against said property, he / she / they
may raise his / her objection in writing to
undersigned i.e. Manager, Punjab and Sind
Bank, Branch Main, Barnala on my mobile No.
97791-29778 within 14 days from the date of
publication of this notice. After lapse of this

period, no claim will be considered.
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Cold wave grips Haryana, Guru

other districts cooler than Shimla

RAJENDRA KHATRY
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

The entire state of Hary-
ana is in the grip of a se-
vere cold wave. Gurugram
turned colder than hill town
Shimla as the minimum
temperature plunged to
0.6 degrees Celsius, the
lowest recorded in Hary-
ana. People of the state are
also troubled by the dense
fog lingering for the past
week. Meanwhile Chandi-
garh recorded a minimum
temperature of 2.8 degrees
today.

Previously, a temperature
of 0.6 degrees was recorded
48 years ago on January 22,
1977. On January 11, 1971,
aminimum temperature of
0 degrees was also recorded,
according to records.

According to the Indian
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), Chandigarh,
the sharp dip came amid an
ongoing cold wave across
North India, prompting
an orange alert for the city
while frost and dense fog

added to the winter chill.

According to the Meteo-
rological Department’s fore-
cast, there will be no relief
from the cold till 15. A red
alert has been issued for Ma-
hendragarh, Rewari, Jhajjar,
Bhiwani, and Charkhi Dadri.
A warning of extremely dense
fog and cold winds has been
issued for these areas. Fog
will also prevail in other
areas.

With temperatures dip-
ping further, IMD officials
issued an orange alert for
Gurugram for the next two
days, warning residents to
brace for continued cold
wave conditions and dense
fog.

According to the Meteo-

rological Department, the
daytime temperature was
recorded at 4.4 degrees be-
low normal, and the night
temperature was three de-
grees below normal. Guru-
gram district recorded the
coldest temperatures in the
state. On Monday, dense
fog covered many parts of
Haryana. Due to the lack
of sunshine, the days have
also become extremely cold.
Although the sun came out
around 12 PM, people did
not get any relief from the
cold.

Chaudhary Charan Singh
Haryana Agricultural Uni-
versity, Hisar reported that
the weather will remain dry
until January 16. During

‘Strictly avoid’ ‘Harijan’ ‘Girijan’ in official
communications state govt tells depts

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 13

The Haryana government
has asked all its depart-
ments, public and educa-
tional institutes and others
to “strictly avoid” using the
terms ‘Harijan’ and ‘Girijan’
in official communications
in respect of Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) respectively.

The Haryana Chief Secre-
tary’s Office issued a letter
in this regard on Tuesday.

Mahatma Gandhi had
named the SCs as ‘Hari-

HIMACHAL/J&K

jans’, meaning ‘people of
God’. However, BR Ambed-
kar was against the use of
‘Harijans’ and he preferred
to call them Dalits.

“The Haryana govern-
ment has issued direc-
tions to all Administrative
Secretaries, Heads of De-
partments, Boards, Cor-
porations, Public Sector
Undertakings, Divisional
Commissioners, Deputy
Commissioners, Sub-Di-
visional Officers (Civil) and
Registrars of Universities in
the State to strictly avoid

the use of terms such as
‘Harijan’ and ‘Girijan’ in
all official matters and cor-
respondence,” an official
statement said.

It has been reiterated in
the letter that the Constitu-
tion of India does not use
these expressions for denot-
ing SCs and STs.

The state government
has referred to the instruc-
tions of the government of
India which clearly man-
date the discontinuation
of these expressions in
official dealings. PTI

this period, due to north-
westerly cold winds, there is
a possibility of a slight drop
in nighttime temperatures
and a slight increase in day-
time temperatures. Frost
may occur in one or two
parts of the southern and
western districts of Hary-
ana. During this period,
light to moderate fog is like-
ly in most parts of the state
in the early morning and
late at night. Two western
disturbances are becom-
ing active by January 20.
The western disturbance
becoming active on January
16 may cause partial cloud
cover. There is a possibility
of scattered light rain in one
or two places. The western
disturbance becoming ac-
tive on January 19 is likely
to bring rain to most places.

Meanwhile Sonepat and
Bhiwani districts recorded
aminimum temperature of
1,5 degrees, Narnaul 1. 6,
Sonepat Sonepat 1.6, Hisar
2.6, Karnal 3.5 and Rohtak
3.2 degrees. Ambala’s tem-
perature was slightly higher
at 4.5 degrees celsius.

am, Haryana Police’s digital
crackdown; 67 songs
removed to curb gang

culture

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, January 13

HARYANA

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 13

In a major crackdown against gang culture
and the glorification of weapons and violence,
the Special Task Force (STF) and Cyber
Unit of Haryana Police have carried out a
landmark operation that has significantly
reshaped the digital space. During an exten-
sive investigation, the STF and cyber teams
found that several songs were influencing
youth, glorifying gangsters, and portraying
an unrealistic image of luxury associated
with criminal life, thereby pushing young

people toward crime.

Responding to this alarming trend, Haryana
Police acted against 67 objectionable songs
available on platforms such as YouTube,
Spotify, Amazon Music, Gaana, and JioSaavn.
As a result, most of the content has either
been removed or blocked. Haryana Police
has made it clear that this is only the begin-
ning and more stringent actions will follow

against such content.

Director General of Police (DGP) Haryana,
Ajay Singhal, termed the action a crucial
step taken in the interest of society and the
younger generation. He said that the objec-
tive of Haryana Police is not merely to stop
crime, but also to save young people from
stepping into the world of crime.

A 55-year-old man died af-
ter the battery of his electric
scooter exploded while it was
being charged at his residence
in Narnaul, Haryana, officials
said on Tuesday.

The explosion, which took
place on Monday night, trig-
gered a massive fire that
gutted a large portion of his
house and destroyed most of
his belongings.

The deceased has been
identified as Shiv Kumar, a
resident of Barkoda village
who had been living in a self-
constructed house in Ram-
nagar Colony, Narnaul.

He worked as a labourer

Man dies after electric
scooter hattery explodes
while charging in Haryana

charging inside the house.
Other family members were
sleeping in a different room. At
around 9.30 p.m., the scooter’s
battery exploded with a loud
bang, causing a fire which rap-
idly spread through the house.

Neighbours, alerted by the
explosion, rushed to the spot
and informed the police, fire
department and ambulance
services. Firefighters reached
the spot and brought the blaze
under control after nearly 30
minutes.

Shiv Kumar was rescued
from the room in a severely
injured condition and taken
to the civil hospital, where
doctors declared him dead.

The fire caused extensive

and belonged to the Bawaria
community. He is survived by
two daughters and a son, all
of whom are married. One of
his daughters is employed in
a Group D government post.

According to police and lo-
cal residents, Shiv Kumar was
sleeping alone in one room
while his electric scooter was

damage to the house, destroy-
ing furniture, doors, windows,
beds, sofas and other house-
hold items.

Preliminary information
suggests that the electric
scooter, purchased about a
year ago from a showroom
in Naseebpur, was a Toxmo
Rhino Plus model.

PTI

ED seizes flat, cryptocurrencies worth 310.86 cr in land sale fraud

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 13

The ED seized a flat,
land and cryptocurren-
cies worth Rs 10.86 crore
belonging to the accused
who cheated dozens of
investors after luring
them with high returns
on buying land at low
rates, an official said on
Tuesday.

The ED, Chandigarh
Zonal Office, provision-
ally attached the mov-
able and immovable
properties worth Rs
10.86 crore, including
cryptocurrencies lying in
the crypto wallets in the

shape of Ramifi Tokens
worth Rs 4.79 crore, un-
der PMLA, 2002, in the
case of cheating against
Sandeep Yadav, Manoj
Yadav and others, the
official said.

The accused, who
duped investors in the
name of selling plots at
cheaper rates and illegal
cryptocurrency invest-
ments, had used the
Proceeds of Crime by
diverting the funds to
properties, the ED said.

In August last year, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), Chandigarh Zonal
Office, conducted search

operations at four loca-
tions across Gurugram
(Haryana) under the pro-
visions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002.

The searches were
carried out in connec-
tion with an ongoing
investigation into a case
involving cheating in the
name of selling plots at
cheaper rates and illegal
cryptocurrency invest-
ments, where the public
was lured with promises
of exorbitant returns by
Sandeep Yadav, Manoj
Yadav and others.

The search operations

led to the seizure of vari-
ous incriminating docu-
ments and digital devices,
along with the freezing of
17 bank accounts having a
balance of approximately
Rs 42 Lakh, linked to the
accused persons, the ED
said.

In addition, immov-
able properties valued
at over Rs 15 crore were
identified, said the probe
agency.

The ED initiated the
investigation based on
an FIR registered by the
Haryana Police against
Sandeep Yadav, Manoj
Yadav and others.

Investigations have
revealed that Sandeep
Yadav, Manoj Yadav and
Mohan Sharma, in con-
nivance with other close
associates, were involved
in cheating the public by
enticing them into selling
land at lower rates, the
ED said.

The Proceeds of Crime
(PoC) generated through
these fraudulent ac-
tivities were subsequently
invested in movable and
immovable assets as well
as in cryptocurrencies
with the assistance of
their associates, the ED

Trekking, camping, hiking prohibited J&K 1 -G terminates services of five govt Apple import duty reduction

in Poonch for security reasons

JAMMU, JANUARY 13

The District Magistrate
(DM) of Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Poonch on Tuesday
banned trekking, camping,
hiking and similar activi-
ties in the forested areas of
the district, citing security
reasons.

An order issued by
Poonch DM said, “...where-
as inputs have been received
from security agencies and
field functionaries regard-
ing security and safety
concerns in certain high
altitude and forested areas
falling within the jurisdic-
tion of Poonch district.
And, whereas it has been
reported that unrestricted
movement of individuals
and groups poses a serious
risk to public safety due to
difficult terrain, adverse
weather conditions and oth-
er unforeseen hazards.And,
whereas trekking, camping,
hiking and similar outdoor
pursuits in high altitude

areas are likely to adversely
affect public safety and may
also lead to law and order
complications.”

“Now, therefore, I Ashok
Kumar Sharma, JKAS, dis-
trict magistrate Poonch, in
exercise of powers conferred
in me under section 163 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita 2023, hereby
order as under: Trekking,
camping, hiking and similar
outdoor/adventure activities
are hereby prohibited in all
high altitude areas of district
Poonch with immediate ef-
fect. The restriction shall ap-
ply to all individuals, groups,
tour operators and adventure
clubs except those having
prior written permission
from the competent author-
ity for official purposes,” said
the order.

The security forces, emer-
gency and essential services
and government officials
on official duty have been
exempted from the purview
of this order. IANS

employees for ‘terror’ links

JAMMU, JANUARY 13

In a major strike against the
terror ecosystem, Jammu
and Kashmir Lt. Governor
Manoj Sinha, on Tuesday,
terminated the services of
five government employees,
allegedly for their estab-
lished terror links, official
sources said here.

Five government em-
ployees who got terminated
were Mohd Ishfaq (teach-
er), Tariqg Ahmad Rah (lab
technician), Bashir Ahmad
Mir (Assistant Lineman),
Farooq Ahmad Bhat (Field
Worker, Forest Dept), and
Mohd Yousuf (Driver,
Health and Medical Edu-
cation Department).

Mohd Ishfaq: Appointed
as Rehbar-e-Taleem in the
School Education Depart-
ment, Ishfaq was confirmed
as a Teacher in 2013.

According to the investi-
gators, Ishfaq was working
for Pakistan-based terror

outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) and was in regular
contact with Mohd Amin
alias Abu Khubaib, a terror-
ist operating from Pakistan.

“Ishfaq was tasked to ex-
ecute the killing of a Police
Officer in Doda in early
2022. He was arrested in
April 2022 by the Jammu
and Kashmir Police before
he could execute the plan
with the help of an OGW
based in Marheen. After
the arrest of Ishfaq and his
associate, police recovered
arms and ammunition, and
sustained interrogation re-
vealed that Ishfaq exploited
his position as a teacher and
influenced youth to join
terror groups,” the sources
said.

“Ishfaq, being a teacher
with unhindered access to
young and impressionable
minds was a critical asset
of LeT. We have received
inputs that despite being in
Jail, Ishfaq continues to in-

dulge in radical activities by
indoctrinating jail inmates,”
the sources revealed.

Tariqg Ahmad Rah: Ap-
pointed as a Lab technician
on a contractual basis in
2011, he was regularised in
the Health Department in
Sub-District Hospital, Bi-
jbehera, Anantnag in 2016.

Sources revealed that
“Tariq came under the in-
fluence of the terror outfit
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HM)
right from a very young age.
One of his relatives (Uncle)
Amin baba alias Abid, was
also Divisional Commander
of HM from 1998-2005.”

According to investiga-
tors, Tariq’s “terror link”
emerged during the State
Investigation Agency (SIA)
probe into the escape of
Amin Baba to Pakistan in
2005.

The investigation of the
case was transferred to SIA
in September 2023.

The probe revealed that

Tariq facilitated the stay
of Amin Baba in Anant-
nag and later arranged his
transportation to the Attari-
Wagah border.

“Tariq ensured the exfil-
tration of a wanted terror-
ist across an international
border. Due to his con-
spiracy, Amin Baba suc-
cessfully crossed over to
Pakistan and is currently
operating from there for
carrying out terrorist ac-
tivities in India,” sources
said.

“It is learnt that Amin
Baba is currently based in
Islamabad, and according
to intelligence inputs, he at-
tends regular meetings with
ISI, LeT and JeM terrorists.
He is responsible not only
for training HM cadres in
PoJK terror camps but also
recruit new youth into the
terror folds, and planning
and executing terrorist op-
erations from Pakistan,” the
sources added. PTI

Himachal seeing rampant ‘corruption’,
‘administrative collapse’, says BJP

SHIMLA, JANUARY 13

Senior BJP leader and
Member of Parliament
Suresh Kashyap on Tues-
day criticised the Congress
government in Himachal
Pradesh over rampant “cor-
ruption, administrative col-
lapse, and growing lawless-
ness”, saying the state has
been witnessing one of the
worst phases of “misgover-
nance” in its history.
Kashyap said corruption

and administrative disor-
der have reached alarming
levels under the Congress
regime, where neither
public funds are safe nor
constitutional discipline is

being upheld.

He pointed out alleged
irregularities in the Rs
36.77 crore GI pipe pro-
curement scam case in the
Jal Shakti Department in
2024-25, which he said was
clear evidence of “systemic
corruption” under political
patronage. According to of-
ficial screening committee
reports, 4,770 metric tonnes
of GI pipes were procured
in gross violation of tender
norms, he claimed. PTI

Bone chilling cold in Kashmir as temperatures
drop; dense fog in Jammu

SRINAGAR, JANUARY 13

Due to a clear night sky,
the minimum temperature
again dropped in Jammu
and Kashmir on Tuesday,
and Srinagar city recorded
minus 4.9 degrees Celsius as
the night’s lowest thermal
reading.

Dense morning fog affect-
ed life adversely in Jammu
city in the morning, with
both surface and air traffic
getting halted due to very
poor visibility.

In Srinagar city, few
people ventured out in the
morning as harsh, chilly
wind blew into the Valley
from the mountain tops.

With little prospect of any
major snowfall in the next
week, the bitter winter cold
is likely to continue.

Srinagar city had minus
4.9 degrees Celsius minimum
temperature, while Gulmarg
and Pahalgam had minus
3.5 degrees and minus 6.2
degrees, respectively. Jammu
city had 3.8 degrees Celsius,

Katra town 6.2, Batote 4.1,
Banihal 8.9 and Bhaderwah
minus 0.2 as the minimum
temperature.

The Meteorological (MeT)
forecast said partly to gener-
ally cloudy weather is expect-
ed till January 18 and 19. On
January 20, generally cloudy
weather with light rain/snow
atisolated places. “Between
January 21 to 23rd, partly
to generally cloudy weather
with light rain/snow at scat-
tered places is expected,” the
MeT Department said. PTI

affecting interests of
orchardists, says HP CM

SHIMLA, JANUARY 13

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, while chair-
ing a meeting with repre-
sentatives of orchardists,
expressed concern over
the reduction of import
duty on apples from New
Zealand, as it has been
affecting the interests of
orchardists.

He assured them on
Tuesday that the issue
would be raised with the
Central government to
find a way out to address
the concerns.

“I will meet the Union
Finance and the Com-
merce Minister and urge
them to take necessary
measures to protect the
interests of the orchard-
ists of the state,” he said,
adding that apple produc-
tion is a major pillar of
the state’s economy and
its protection and promo-
tion is a top priority of
the government.

Meanwhile, Chief Min-
ister Sukhu directed the
Agriculture Department
to link detailed data of
farmers practising natu-
ral farming with the Him
Parivar portal by January
20 so that a block-level
database of farmers could

said. IANS
be prepared and mapped
accordingly.

While presiding over
the meeting of the
Agriculture Depart-

ment, he said the youth
would be encouraged to
adopt natural farming
to strengthen the rural
economy.

He said that promoting
this method of farming
across the state would
boost and strengthen the
economy of the farmers.

He said the government
is working to bring revo-
lutionary changes in the
natural farming-based
system, adding he will
interact with farmers this
month in Hamirpur.

CM Sukhu reviewed
issues of the farmers re-
lated to wheat, maize and
raw turmeric produced
through natural farming.

He said wheat flour
produced through natural
farming is being market-
ed under the brand ‘Him
Chakki Atta’, maize flour
as ‘Him Bhog Makki Atta’
and raw turmeric as ‘Him
Haldi'.

The Chief Minister said
606.8 metric tonnes of
naturally grown maize
have been procured, and
Rs 2.31 crore has been
transferred directly to
the bank accounts of the
farmers.

Similarly, 2,123 quin-
tals of naturally grown
wheat have been pro-
cured at the minimum
support price, and 1.32
lakh transferred to farm-
ers through direct benefit
transfer (DBT). IANS



French farmers hold
protest in Paris
against EU-Mercosur

trade deal

PARIS: Farmers in France
drove some 350 tractors
through Paris on Tuesday
for the second time in a
week to protest against an
EU-Mercosur trade deal
and low incomes. The
farmers entered Paris with
their tractors shortly after
6 a.m. (local time) through
Porte Dauphine, escorted
by police, and travelled
through Avenue Foch to-
wards the Arc de Triom-
phe before driving along
the Champs-Elysees, Euro
News reported. The farmers
crossed the Seine River to
reach the National Assem-
bly. The protests led by the
FNSEA farmers’ union and
Jeunes Agriculteurs (Young
Farmers), demanded action
to protect France’s food se-
curity. IANS

Karachi residents
suffering as gas supply
to several areas
suspended

ISLAMABAD: Several ar-
eas of Pakistan’s Karachi
remained without gas sup-
ply on Monday while other
regions received gas with
low pressure, local media
reported on Tuesday. Resi-
dents in Karachi continue to
face reduced gas supply amid
severe winter weather. Peo-
ple said that winter weather
had once again exposed the
gas utility distribution infra-
structure’s failure. They have
been facing a gas crisis for
the past four days, leading to
residents turning to expen-
sive LPG cylinders, further
increasing their financial
woes, Pakistani daily Dawn
reported. “How long will Ka-
rachi tolerate a utility that
can’t secure its own supply,”
Dawn quoted a housewife
from Gulistan-i-Jauhar as
saying. Meanwhile, a Naz-
imabad resident said that
the people of Karachi paid
the price while the gas utility
provided the same narra-
tive each winter. “Until the
company is held accountable,
infrastructure is upgraded,
and the government stops
turning a blind eye, Kara-
chi’s residents will remain
hostages of a broken system,”
she said. IANS

Indian student killed,
two others injured in
road accident in
Kazakhstan’s Oskemen

ASTANA: An Indian stu-
dent died while two oth-
ers were injured in a road
accident in Kazakhstan’s
Oskemen, the Indian Em-
bassy in Kazakhstan said
on Tuesday. In a state-
ment on X, the embassy
stated that 11 Indian stu-
dents of Semey Medical
University who were on
an excursion trip to Altai
Alps in East Kazakhstan
from Oskemen City, met
with an accident while
they were returning. The
deceased student has been
identified as Mili Mohan,
25, while the two injured
students are Ashika Shee-
jamini Santhosh and Jas-
eena B. The duo are cur-
rently receiving medical
treatment at City Hospital
No. 1, Ust-Kamenagorsk,
it said. “As per the latest
information, their condi-
tion is stable. The Embassy
conveys its deepest con-
dolences to the bereaved
family of the deceased. The
Embassy is in touch with
the University, Hospital
authorities and families,”
it added. Last week, the
Indian Embassy said that
two Indian students died
and three others suffered
injuries in a road accident
that occurred near Almaty
on January 6. IANS

TOKYO, JANUARY 13

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi intends to
dissolve the House of Repre-
sentatives for a snap election
at the start of the regular Diet
session scheduled to be held
on January 23, local media
reported on Tuesday, citing
a source familiar with the
matter. The move conveyed
to senior ruling Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party (LDP) mem-
bers comes at a time when
Takaichi’s cabinet enjoys a
high approval rating, raising
hopes that an early election
could improve her fragile
political standing, consider-
ing the ruling coalition has
a razor-thin majority in the
lower house, Japan’s Kyodo
News reported.

On Tuesday, the Japa-
nese government, during
a meeting of senior mem-
bers of the steering commit-
tees of the lower house and
the House of Councillors,
informed the ruling and
opposition parties that the
ordinary Diet session will

WORLD

NEWSBRIEFS - Japanese PM Takaichi plans to dissolve House Trump announces additional 25
of Representatives for snap election

be convened on January 23

If the lower house is dis-
solved on January 23, the
official campaign for the
general election may begin
on January 27 or February
3, with voting possibly on
February 9 or February 15,
respectively. According to a
source, Takaichi is expected
to announce her decision
soon, Kyodo News reported.

This would be the first
general election that will be
held under Takaichi’s lead-
ership. She assumed office
as Japan’s first female Prime
Minister in October last year,
forming an alliance with the
Japan Innovation Party after

the Komeito party ended its
coalition partnership with the
LDP due to the latter’s han-
dling of a fundraising scandal.
Although there are over two
years left before the four-year
term of current lower house
members expires, Takaichi
seems to have chosen to take
a gamble to gain people’s
support for her commitment
to build a “robust” economy
through expansionary spend-
ing and for her hawkish se-
curity policies.

A former television anchor,
Takaichi entered Japanese
politics in 1993, winning a
seat in the Lower House as
an independent. The 64-year-

old lawmaker currently repre-
sents her home prefecture of
Nara. Takaichi joined Japan’s
LDPin 1996 and entered the
Cabinet for the first time under
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.
She held the position of the
Minister of State for Okinawa
and Northern Territories Af-
fairs. Later, she went on to
become the first woman to
chair the LDP’s Policy Re-
search Council.

From 2022 to 2024,
Takaichi was Japan’s Eco-
nomic Security Minister.
She also holds the record as
the longest-serving Minister
for Internal Affairs, a post
she held in several tenures.

Takaichi, a prominent
voice of the LDP’s conser-
vative wing and advocating
its causes for a long time,
was elected as the leader of
the LDP after receiving 185
votes. She defeated Shinjiro
Shinjiro, who garnered 156
votes in a runoff after none
of the five candidates in the
party leadership race secured
amajority in the initial round
of voting, IANS
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per cent tariff over Iran trade

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 13

US President Donald
Trump on Monday an-
nounced that countries
doing business with Iran
will face a 25 per cent ad-
ditional tariff on trade with
the United States, signalling
atougher approach toward
Tehran and its international
partners.

For India, this implies a
whopping 75 per cent tariff
on all its products being ex-
ported to the United States,
a development that might
badly impact Indian busi-
nesses. “Effective immedi-
ately, any Country doing
business with the Islamic
Republic of Iran will pay a
Tariff of 25 per cent on any
and all business being done
with the United States of
America,” Trump said in a
social media post.

“This Order is final and
conclusive,” he added.
“Thank you for your atten-
tion to this matter!”

The statement did not
spell out how the tariff
would be applied or which

sectors would be affected.

Earlier in the day, the
White House said Trump
is pursuing diplomatic en-
gagement with Iran while
keeping military options
firmly on the table, as pro-
tests continue inside the
country and back-channel
communications signal a
different tone from Tehran.

White House Press Sec-
retary Caroline Leavitt said
the President’s objective
remains focused on pre-
venting further violence
while assessing private
outreach from Iranian
officials.

“He certainly doesn’t
want to see people being

killed in the streets of Teh-
ran, and unfortunately,
that’s something we’re see-
ing right now,” Leavitt told
reporters during a gaggle
at the White House.
Asked whether the admin-
istration is still seeking com-
plete denuclearization, Leavitt
did not outline specific terms
but stressed the President’s
flexibility and readiness to
escalate if necessary. “One
thing President Trump is
very good at is always keep-
ing all of his options on the
table, and airstrikes would
be one of the many, many
options that are on the table
for the Commander in Chief,”
she said. IANS

Concern over Russia’s deployment
of hypersonic nuclear-capable
missile expressed at UNSC

UNITED NATIONS, JANUARY 13

As the Ukraine War nears
its fourth year, the UN and
several Security Council
members expressed con-
cern over the latest escala-
tion by Russia, which used
a nuclear-capable hyper-
sonic missile that hit targets
near the border with NATO
member Poland.
Under-Secretary-Gen-
eral Rosemary DiCarlo,
who briefed the Council
on Monday, said, “The
Oreshnik system is believed
to be capable of carrying
nuclear weapons, which has
heightened concern over its
deployment”. This was the
second time since 2004 that
the “the potentially devas-
tating weapon” has been
fired at Ukraine, she said.
An intermediate-range
ballistic missile that can
carry nuclear weapons and
travel at 2,300 kilometres
per hour - about ten times
the speed of sound - the
Oreshnik hit targets in Lviv
on Friday. Russia’s Perma-
nent Representative Vassily
Nebenzia boasted at the
Council that “there is no
air defence protection so
far” against the Oreshnik.

The deployment of the
missile, as the US and the
Europeans intensified peace
efforts, was seen as an esca-
lation of the war by Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin.

US Deputy Permanent
Representative Tammy Bruce
said, “This constitutes another
dangerous and inexplicable
escalation of this war, even as
the United States is urgently
working with Kyiv, other
partners, and Moscow, to end
the war through a negotiated
settlement”.

Britain’s Deputy Perma-
nent Representative James
Kariuki like many others,
echoed the characterisation
saying it “threatens regional
and international security,
and carries significant risk
of escalation and miscalcu-
lation.”

Ukraine called for the
Council meeting after
Russia started a massive
attack using missiles and

drones, as frigid tempera-
tures amplified the effects
of Moscow’s barrage that
hit infrastructure facilities
and other civilian targets
around the country.
DiCarlo said that between
Thursday and Friday, Rus-
sia “reportedly launched
242 drones and 36 missiles”.
Ukraine’s Permanent Repre-
sentative Andriy Melnyk said
the attacks showed that Russia
was sinking “even lower in
proving that there is no bot-
tom to its criminal intent”.
Ramesh Rajasingham, who
heads the Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), said that
as temperatures dropped to
nearly minus 10 degrees Cel-
sius, “the plight of civilians
has grown more desperate,
as large-scale attacks con-
tinue to push energy systems,
emergency services and the
very means of winter survival
to the brink”. IANS

North Korea replaces top officials guarding Kim: South Korea

SEOUL, JANUARY 13

North Korea has replaced
its top officials in charge of
guarding leader Kim Jong-
un in recent years, Seoul’s
unification ministry said
on Tuesday.

North Korea has
changed the chiefs of
three major North Ko-
rean units defending the
security of the North’s
leader -- the Guard Of-
fice of the ruling party,
the Guard Department

of the State Affairs Com-
mission and the Guard
Command -- the ministry
said in its analysis of the
major reshuffle of North
Korean officials in 2025.

The ministry did not
disclose the exact tim-
ing or the reason for the
replacement, but it said
the changed chiefs of such
agencies were detected
during a military parade
marking the 80th founding
anniversary of the Work-
ers’ Party of Korea (WPK)

in October 2025, Yonhap
News Agency reported.

“It is noticeable that
North Korea has re-
placed officials in charge
of guarding the ‘supreme
leader’ in a relatively short
period of time,” a ministry
official said.

Meanwhile, Ri Pyong-
chol, a top North Ko-
rean military official, is
presumed to be removed
from the post of vice chair-
man of the WPK’s Military
Central Commission, the

ministry said.

North Korea saw the
number of members of the
praesidium of the political
bureau fall to four from
the previous five with Ri’s
presumed demotion to a
member.

The praesidium current-
ly comprises the North’s
leader Kim; Premier Pak
Thae-song; Choe Ryong-
hae, chairman of the parlia-
ment’s standing committee;
and Jo Yong-won, a party
secretary. IANS

Afghan women struggle with poverty, lack of
shelter amid forced returns from Pakistan, Iran

KABUL, JANUARY 13

Thousands of Afghan
women and families, who
have been deported from
Pakistan and Iran, face
poverty, lack of shelter, and
growing human rights con-
cerns, local media reported
on Tuesday.

Afghan returnees report
facing economic hard-
ships, lack of shelter, and
limited access to basic ser-
vices. Many of these female-
headed households used to
work in Pakistan and Iran,
the Afghan news agency
Khaama Press reported.
However, deportation from
Iran and Pakistan has left

them without financial sup-
port, resulting in families
facing extreme poverty dur-
ing harsh winter conditions.
The International Or-
ganisation for Migration
(IOM) warned that more
than two million returnees
face livelihood challenges.
Forced deportations are
further intensifying the
extreme refugee situation,
with Afghan migrants,
particularly women and
children, being sent back
to regions where there is
gender-based violence, early
or forced marriages, and
restricted freedoms.
Journalists and media
workers in Afghanistan also

face similar threats. Report-
ing on forced deportations,
protests and women’s rights
has become dangerous, with
many facing detention, ha-
rassment or violence, Khaa-
ma Press reported. According
to UN reports, only 11 per
cent of Afghan returnees are
employed, while one in four
do not have adequate hous-
ing. Over half of households
cannot even meet basic
needs, and women-headed
households face food inse-
curity and unemployment.
UN reports have indicated
that women make up almost
half of all returnees from
Pakistan and a third from
Iran. IANS

Flood emergency prompts widespread
warnings in Australia’s Queensland

SYDNEY, JANUARY 13

Flood warnings have been
issued across the north-
east Australian state of
Queensland as ex-Tropical
Cyclone Koji continues to
cause widespread intense
rainfall. As of Tuesday
morning local time, the Bu-
reau of Meteorology (BoM)
had multiple flood warnings
in place for rivers and catch-
ments in central, northeast
and northwest Queensland
after some regions received
more than a year’s worth of
rainfall in one week.

In the small town of Cler-
mont, about 750 km north-
west of the state capital of
Brisbane, residents in low-
lying areas were on Monday
afternoon ordered to move
to higher ground. Over 300
properties remained with-
out electricity on Tuesday
in the town of around 3,000
people, which has been cut
off by floodwaters.

Authorities said on Tues-
day that three people were
rescued from floodwaters in

Clermont overnight.

Two men were picked up
by swift water rescue boats
around 2:40 a.m. local time
after getting trapped on the
roof of their car in floodwa-
ters while a third person
was rescued from the roof of
another vehicle a few hours
later. In a separate incident,
two other people were even-
tually able to make their
own way to safety after also
becoming stranded on the
roof of a vehicle near CI-
ermont on Monday night.

Ex-Tropical Cyclone
Koji made landfall on
Queensland’s northeast coast
on Sunday morning, bringing
damaging winds and heavy
rainfall, and is now moving
west across the state. David
Crisafulli, the premier of
Queensland, told reporters
on Monday that communi-
ties in western Queensland
that already received signifi-
cant rainfall earlier in Janu-
ary should stay on high alert
as further rain there could be
devastating, Xinhua news
agency reported. IANS

leader in Bangladesh, alleges medical negligence

PARIS, JANUARY 13

A leading international
human rights organisa-
tion strongly condemned
the custodial death of
renowned Bangladeshi
musician and Awami
League’s Cultural Secre-
tary, Prolay Chaki in the
Pabna district of Bangla-
desh, alleging medical
negligence.

Justice Makers Bangla-
desh in France (JMBF)
said that even after the
rapid deterioration of the
physical condition of the
Awami League leader,
while in custody, his fam-
ily was not informed in a
timely manner, and there
was serious negligence in
ensuring necessary medi-
cal treatment.

Citing media reports

and information obtained
from sources, JMBF
stated that Chaki passed
away on Sunday night
while undergoing treat-
ment at Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital.

Earlier, on December
16, 2025, it stated that
he was detained by the
Detective Branch of the
Bangladesh police from
his residence in Pabna

town and subsequently
sent to jail after being
arrested in a “politically
motivated false case.”
According to the rights
body, “Despite suffering
from heart disease, the
concerned prison authori-
ties failed to provide him
with the required spe-
cialised medical care and
intensive care (CCU or
equivalent).” IANS

Govt employees
protest in Balochistan,
seeking 30 pc disparity
reduction allowance
QUETTA, JANUARY 13

Government employees
held protests in Pakistan’s
Balochistan, demanding
the implementation of the
Disparity Reduction Allow-
ance (DRA), leading to road
blockades and arrests, local
media reported.

The employees from vari-
ous government depart-
ments have been holding
protests for the past seven
months, demanding 30 per
cent DRA, like how it has
been granted in Punjab and
Sindh provinces.

Employees from various
sectors joined the protest
led by the Balochistan
Grand Alliance (BGA).
They have claimed that
employees of institutions
like the Governor’s House,
Chief Minister’s Secretariat,
and High Court have been
paid higher salaries despite
being in the same grade as
workers in other govern-
ment departments, The
Balochistan Post reported.

The BGA emphasised the
need to address this salary
disparity, stressing that the
committee established by
the Balochistan government
has already recommended
the DRA. IANS

WASHINGTON, JAN 13

The United States must ur-
gently adopt a coordinated
national strategy to develop
nuclear energy, artificial in-
telligence and autonomous
systems if it hopes to stay
ahead of China in emerg-
ing military technologies,
according to a new com-
mentary by top aerospace
and defence executive Vivek
Lall.

In the article in National
Review, Lall argues that
while China publicly re-
vealed its nuclear triad in
September 2025, its faster
and more consequential
progress has been in what
he describes as a “tech triad”
integrating nuclear energy,
AT and autonomous sys-
tems.

He says Beijing has
moved “at lightning speed”
to link these technologies,

while the United States has

only begun to recognise how

interconnected they are.
“You can say this for the

Chinese Communist Party:
It sees the big picture,” Lall
writes, noting that China
views nuclear energy, Al
and autonomous systems
as the three pillars of future
military power.

He says nuclear energy
provides the steady electric-
ity required for advanced Al,
while Al enables autonomy
across platforms ranging from
coordinated drone swarms to
unmanned aircratft.

Lall points to China’s
construction of 34 nuclear
reactors, with plans for
nearly 200 more, as part
of a coordinated effort to
power energy-intensive
AT models. He says Chi-
na is already using large
amounts of electricity to
deploy Al for autonomous
technologies with military
applications, including ro-
bot scout dogs and war-
game simulations. 1ANS
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Priyanka,
Nick Jonas
enjoy a pizza
date post Golaen
Globes event

bﬁunfah Express

CHANDIGARH, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026

ollowing the Golden Globe

Awards ceremony, global icon

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and

husband Nick Jonas were seen

unwinding as the couple en-
joyed a fun pizza date night after the
star-studded event.

After a glamourous evening at the event
night, the couple chose a relaxed and
intimate way to celebrate post a series
of red carpet interviews and socialising.

Priyanka, on her social media account,
shared a series of pictures from their post-
Golden Globes moments. In the pictures
shared, the actress is seen dressed in a
sleek ivory satin gown, while Nick looked
sharp in a black tuxedo.

One photograph captures Priyanka

Kendall Jenner
speaks about list of
‘beautiful normal’

baby names

eality star Kendall Jenner has said
that she has a secret list of “beautiful
normal” baby names for when she
eventually becomes a mother.

The 30-year-old reality star has
revealed she hopes to become a mom in the fu-
ture and she has already picked out a number of
options for her children, and she’s insisted they
won'’t start with a “K” like her siblings, reports
‘Female First UK.

During an appearance on the In Your Dreams
With Owen Thiele podcast, Kendall was asked if
the options she’s picked are “insane” or “nepo baby
names”, and she said, “(I'm) so over that ... I think
that it’s kind of ridiculous. The whole name situa-
tion. I definitely have my list. It’s not crazy. I actually
love my baby list. My baby name list. (I love) like a
good normal name. Like a beautiful normal name”.

When asked if the names start with the letter
“K” like her sisters, Kim, Khloe, Kourtney and
Kylie, she said, “No, babe. Absolutely not”.

As per ‘Female First UK, she also insisted
some unusual names can be good, as she said,
“Joaquin Phoenix is an incredible name. It’s a
unique name, but it’s not, like, ‘Doorbell’. There’s
so many good names. Brad Pitt is an incred-
ible name”. Kendall has previously shared
that she longs to become a mother one
day and she had previously hoped to
start a family by the time she was
in her late 20s, but she enjoyed
her “freedom” too much to settle
down. She told ‘Vogue’, “When
I was young I used to say that
by 27 I'd love to have kids. Now

relaxing casually on a bed as Nick sweetly
offers her a slice of pizza, while on a pizza
date. In another picture the couple is seen
standing close, sharing an intimate mo-
ments. Another picture also shows Nick
helping Priyanka drink from a cocktail
glass.

Priyanka captioned it as, “After af-
ter..” along with a mention of the Golden
Globes, on her social media account.

Earlier, during an interview on the
Golden Globes red carpet, Priyanka and
Nick were asked how they manage their
professional commitments while also
being a full-time parents. Responding
candidly, the actress credited her daugh-
ter’s grandparents for playing a crucial
role in maintaining balance. IANS

SAMANTHA

is all praises for Yami
Gautam’s ‘Haq'’: Stories
like this are rare

he fan club for
Yami Gautam’s
courtroom drama
“Haq” continues to
expand.

Most recently, actress Sa-
mantha Ruth Prabhu showered
praises on the team for making
a film that is so layered and so
free of judgment.

Taking to the Stories section
of her Instagram account, Sa-
mantha penned an appreciation
post saying, “I had to write this
the moment the film ended be-
cause I was scared I'd lose even
a fraction of what it made me

Fatima

saySHEeUEY OISO
michiasisie spe’nds
binthdaykwith
DMz

Divya Dutta shares lessons
on co-existence as questions
people’s narcissism

I'm past that and I feel like I'm
still so young. I'm enjoying my
kidless freedom”.

She also revealed she wants a
big family. In a previous episode
of her family’s reality show ‘The
Kardashians’, she was asked if

she will ever become a mother
and she insisted she wants at
least two babies because she
wants her children to have

a sibling. IANS

ctress Divya
Dutta, who
is known for
films like
.Badlapur’,
‘Bhaag Milkha Bhaag’,
‘Veer-Zaara’ and others,
has spoken up on the im-
portance of co-existence.
On Tuesday, the actress
took to her Instagram, and
shared a video in which

she spoke about how stray
animals live their own lives
without disturbing anyone.
She also penned a long

note in the caption, as she
wrote, “Co-existence, cha-
hein to sab ek sath exist kar
sakte hain, ek jagah pe..haq
hai sabka barabar. upar wale
ne diya. Thoda patiently aur
tolerance ke sath handle ka-

feel. Stories like this are rare.
So deeply human. So layered.
So free of judgment or bias.
And even rarer when they’re
brought alive by an actor of this
caliber @yamigautam. (sic).”

Samantha admitted that Yami’s
portrayal as Shazia Bano left her
moved in ways that are hard for
her to put into words. “@reshu-
nath your writing stayed with
me. @yamigautam your perfor-
mance moved me in ways I can’t
fully explain. I felt everything all
at once. Love. Rage. Strength.
Vulnerability. Hope.” the ‘Yas-
hoda’ actress added. IANS

ctress Fatima

Sana Shaikh

turned a year

older on Sun-

ay, and she

decided to spend her special
day working.

Nevertheless, her birthday
was celebrated by her team
in the presence of actress
Dia Mirza.

Fatima took to her Insta-
gram handle and expressed
her gratitude to Dia and all
those present for making her
birthday memorable with
good food and also some
much-appreciated words
of encouragement.

Thanking them for always
having her back, the ‘Dan-
gal’ actress wrote, “Working
birthdays are the best and
getting to celebrate with
@diamirzaofficial and my
team was really special (red
heart emoji) Thank you for
making my day special and
feeding me great food. And
always hyping me and en-
couraging me. You've al-
ways got my back! Thank
you for being you being you.
(sic).”

Showering some more love
on Dia, she added, “Love you
so much!!! @diamirzaof-
ficial”. IANS

human race akele hi rahenge
iss duniya mei , jo chahiye
rakhenge jo nahin chahiye
hata denge...sahi hai? Hop-
ing and praying, sab theek
hoga. I'm sure hoga (If they
want to, everyone can exist
together in one place. Every-
one has an equal right. The
one above gave it. If you han-
dle it with a little patience
and tolerance, everything is
possible. The human race
will be alone in this world,
keeping what they want and
removing what they don’t...
right? Hoping and praying,
everything will be alright.

rein to sab ho sakta hai.hum I'm sure it will happen)”.IANS
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NEwsBRIEFS - Apple launches creator studio
subscription to power video, music

Saint Soldier
International School
celebrates Lohri

CHANDIGARH: Saint Sol-
dier International School,
Sector 28-B, Chandigarh cel-
ebrated the vibrant festival of
Lohri with great enthusiasm
and traditional zeal. The pro-
gramme commenced with
the lighting of the sacred fire,
during which the dignitaries,
teachers, and administrative
staff offered their prayers and
paid reverence to the holy
fire, symbolizing gratitude,
prosperity, and new begin-
nings. Traditional rituals
such as sharing festive deli-
cacies like rewri and gajak
added warmth and authen-
ticity to the occasion. BPE

Get ready for The Fake
Shaadi Happening at
Sector 7 SOCIAL with
VAN HEUSEN

CHANDIGARH: Social in-
vites you to a wedding cel-
ebration that skips the rituals
and goes straight to the party.
This Fake Shaadi brings to-
gether all the best bits of a big
fat Indian wedding - music,
dancing, style, and endless
photo moments - without
the pressure of being related
to anyone there. Guests are
encouraged to dress in their
finest wedding-ready looks
and immerse themselves in
an evening filled with live
music, mehendi experiences,
interactive games, exciting
giveaways, and a high-energy
dance floor that truly cap-
tures the spirit of a wedding
after-party. BPE

Nissan appoints
Thierry Sabbagh as

President

CHANDIGARH: Nissan
has announced a series of
senior management changes
in its Africa, Middle East,
India, Europe and Oceania
(AMIEO) region, designed
to strengthen delivery of the
Re:Nissan transformation
plan and enhance opera-
tional efficiency, speed and
customer focus. Effective
January 1, 2026, Thierry Sab-
bagh’s responsibilities have
been expanded to include
Nissan India, as he becomes
Divisional Vice President
and President, Middle East,
KSA, CIS and India - Nissan
and Infiniti. The expanded
scope reflects Nissan’s focus
on maintaining leadership
continuity across established
markets while strengthening
governance, execution and
growth momentum in India
as a strategic priority within
the AMIEO region.  BPE

IndiGo announces New
Year sale - ‘Sail Into
2026’, with special
fares across domestic

and international routes

CHANDIGARH: IndiGo, In-
dia’s preferred airline, today
announced the launch of
its New Year sale ‘Sail into
2026, offering custom-
ers attractive all-inclusive
one-way fares across select
domestic and international
sectors, along with exclusive
discounts on popular ancil-
lary services. The sale will be
open for bookings from 13
January 2026 to 16 January
2026, for travel between 20
January 2026 and 30 April
2026. The offer is valid on
bookings made at least seven
days prior to departure and is
available across all booking
channels. BPE

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

Apple on Tuesday launched
Apple Creator Studio, a new
subscription-based suite that
brings together some of its
most powerful creative apps
for video, music, imaging
and productivity, aimed at
creators across skill levels.

Unveiled from Apple’s
headquarters in Cupertino,
California, Apple Creator
Studio combines profes-
sional tools such as Final
Cut Pro, Logic Pro, Pixel-
mator Pro, Motion, Com-
pressor and MainStage into
a single offering.

The subscription also in-
cludes new intelligent fea-
tures and premium content
across Keynote, Pages and
Numbers, with Freeform
set to be added later.

Apple said the new service
is designed to give creators
studio-grade capabilities
on Mac, iPad and iPhone,
while keeping user privacy
at the core.

The company noted that
millions of creators already

rely on Apple devices, and
Apple Creator Studio builds
on that foundation by mak-
ing advanced creative tools
more accessible and flexible.

Final Cut Pro receives new
intelligent features for faster
and easier video editing on
Mac and iPad.

Users can now search
through footage using text
with Transcript Search, find
specific visuals using Visual
Search, and edit videos in
sync with music using Beat
Detection.

On iPad, a new Al-pow-
ered Montage Maker can

automatically create a dy-
namic edit from footage,
helping creators get started
in seconds.

Music creators also get
major upgrades with Logic
Pro for Mac and iPad. New
Al-driven tools such as Synth
Player and Chord ID are de-
signed to help users compose,
produce and experiment with
music more easily.

Logic Pro also adds a re-
freshed sound library and
advanced features that sup-
port songwriting, remixing
and music production for
video content.

For creative imaging,
Pixelmator Pro is coming
to iPad for the first time.
The app brings a touch-
optimised interface, full
Apple Pencil support and
powerful editing tools that
work seamlessly across iPad
and Mac.

Apple said the app takes
advantage of Apple silicon
to deliver fast performance
and advanced features such
as intelligent image upscaling
and automatic composition
suggestions.

Apple Creator Studio also
enhances productivity tools.
Subscribers get access to
premium templates, themes
and curated content in Key-
note, Pages and Numbers,
along with new intelligent
features that help users
create presentations, doc-
uments and spreadsheets
more quickly.

Apple clarified that these
apps will remain free for all
users, with the subscrip-
tion unlocking additional
premium content and ca-
pabilities. IANS

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 13

India’s economy is projected
to remain among the world’s
fastest-growing major econo-
mies, with growth estimated
at’7.2 per cent in FY2025-26,
supported by strong domestic
demand despite rising global
trade tensions, the World
Bank said on Tuesday.

In its latest Global Eco-
nomic Prospects report, the
World Bank said India’s re-
silience helped lift overall
growth in South Asia in
2025, offsetting the impact
of heightened policy uncer-
tainty and global trade fric-
tions.

Growth in South Asia
strengthened to 7.1 per cent
in 2025, “mainly because of
resilient activity in India”,
the report noted.

The World Bank does
not include Pakistan and
Afghanistan in South Asia,
and their economies are in-
cluded in the Middle East
and North Africa division.

India’s expansion is “main-
ly reflecting robust domestic
demand, including strong
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World Bank estimates India’s growth
in FY25-26 at 7.2 per cent

private consumption, sup-
ported by earlier tax reforms
and improvements in real
household earnings in rural
areas”, the bank said.
India’s growth is projected
to slow modestly to 6.5 per
cent in FY2026-27, assum-
ing higher US import tar-
iffs remain in place, before
edging up to 6.6 per cent
in FY2027-28, the report
said. The bank attributed
this to strong services activ-
ity, arecovery in exports, and
improved investment flows.
The report said that de-
spite higher tariffs on certain

exports to the United States,
India’s growth forecast is un-
changed from earlier projec-
tions because “the adverse
impacts of higher tariffs will
be offset by stronger momen-
tum in domestic demand
than previously anticipated”.

Across South Asia, India
remains the region’s primary
growth engine. Excluding
India, growth in South Asia is
forecast to strengthen to 5.0
per cent in 2026 and 5.6 per
cent in 2027, while the region
as awhole is expected to slow
t0 6.2 per cent in 2026 before
rebounding. IANS

ICICI Lombard’s Q3 profit falls 9 pc to X659 crore

FICCI seeks steps to fast-track tax
appeal cases in Budget 2026-27

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

Apex business chamber
FICCI on Tuesday listed its
key expectations from Union
Budget 2026-2027 regarding
direct taxes and processes
dealing with customs collec-
tions that include a reduction
in the pendency of appeal
cases, and tax neutrality for
fast-track mergers.

According to a FICCI
statement, the reduction of
pendency before the Com-
missioner of Income Tax, Ap-
peals, is critical to the success
of the new Faceless Appeal
system and for alleviating
hardships faced by taxpay-
ers by way of demands and
blockage of refunds.

It has highlighted that
currently, there is a huge
pendency of appeals filed
before CIT(A). Around 5.4
lakh cases are stuck there
as on April 1, 2025, involv-
ing an amount of Rs 18.16
lakh crore.

Further, the Central Ac-
tion Plan (CAP) for 2025-26
targets call for disposing of
2 lakh cases and Rs 10 lakh
crore of disputed demand
for various charges (interna-
tional tax and transfer pric-
ing, central faceless and JCIT
(appeals)). Without capacity
augmentation or differen-
tiated tracks and timelines

and scalable payment access
for Canara Bank customers
and non-customers.The part-
nership uses BHIM’s bank
plugin capabilities to support
UPI services on Canara Bank’s
app, enabling faster adoption
of new UPI features while en-
suring compliance, reliabil-
ity, and system scalability.
Through this collaboration,
Canara Bank will gain access
to the latest UPI function-
alities and feature upgrades
adopted by the BHIM Pay-
ments App as part of ongoing
UPI launches. The integration
supports improved security,
operational resilience, and
scalability, while helping the
bank reduce the cost and re-
sources involved in developing,
maintaining, and regularly
upgrading an independent
UPI interface. BPE

NBSL and Canara Bank
partner to power UPI

payments

CHANDIGARH: NPCI BHIM
Services Limited (NBSL),has
partnered with Canara Bank
to enable UPI-based digital
payments on the bank’s pay-
ment application, Canara
ailPe, strengthening secure

Samsung India
launches ‘Super Big
Republic, Super Big
TV’ offers on Vision Al
Big-Screen TVs

CHANDIGARH: Samsung,
India’s largest consumer elec-
tronics brand, announced
the launch of Republic Day

for disposal, it is infeasible
to clear the backlog, it said.

Pending litigation reflects
as contingent liabilities in the
books of companies, pulling
down the valuation of their
shares during the sale of
shares by Indian promoters
to FDI investors. The govern-
ment also loses revenue due
to the high pendency of cases,
the statement said.

FICCI has also sought the
rationalisation of provisions
to facilitate obtaining a full
stay of demand during the
pendency of appeals to un-
lock amounts locked up in lit-
igation, ease working capital
blockage for taxpayers with-
out adversely impacting the
interest of revenue collection.
The business chamber has
further stated that providing
clarity on the tax neutral-
ity of fast-track demergers
will facilitate demergers in
small-sized companies and
intra-group restructuring in
a smaller time frame, relieve

offers ‘Super Big Republic,
Super Big TV’ running from
January 8 to January 31,
2026. The campaign brings
limited-period offers on Sam-
sung’s Vision Al-powered
big-screen TVs, encouraging
consumers to begin the year
by upgrading to smarter and
more immersive home enter-
tainment. During Samsung’s
‘Super Big Republic, Super
Big TV’ campaign, buyers of
select big screen Samsung TV
models will receive a compli-
mentary Samsung Soundbar
worth up to INR 92990, cre-
ating a complete cinematic
experience at home.  BPE

EV ownership in
Himachal is moving
from caution to
confidence

SHIMLA: Electric vehicle (EV)
ownership in India is entering
amore confident phase. What
once felt like an early-adopter
experiment is increasingly be-
coming a considered mobility
choice, even in hill states like
Himachal Pradesh, where
terrain, weather, and access
add layers of complexity to
everyday driving. India crossed
over 2 million electric vehicle

the burden on NCLT for pro-
cessing such applications,
and thereby improve “ease of
doing business” without ad-
versely impacting revenue’s
interests.

It has also sought res-
toration of the Associated
Enterprise (AE) definition
in the new Act as per the
old Act. This will preserve
continuity of tax policy as
recommended by the Select
Committee; provide certainty
on TP compliance for taxpay-
ers and avoid unwarranted
litigation on coverage of AEs,
the statement said.

FICCT’s wishlist on indi-
rect taxes includes the con-
stitution of more offices of
the Customs Authority for
Advance Rulings (AAR).
Expanding Customs AAR
offices and allowing self-
declared extensions would
enhance trade certainty, re-
duce compliance burden and
lower litigation on customs
matters, it said. IANS

registrations in 2025, with EVs
now accounting for more than
7% of new vehicle registrations
nationwide. Passenger electric
cars, while still a smaller base,
are among the fastest-growing
segments. BPE

Samsung and Netflix
offer exclusive
‘Stranger Things’
theme for Galaxy

CHANDIGARH: As the door
closes on “Stranger Things,”
Samsung Electronics and
Netflix are giving fans a
chance to celebrate the final
season of the iconic show
that has shaped pop culture
for nearly a decade. Start-
ing Jan. 12, Samsung Gal-
axy users in 186 countries
can download an exclusive
“Stranger Things” theme and
wallpapers via Galaxy Store
available at no additional cost
for a limited time to those
who download or launch the
Netflix app. BPE

Samsung Innovation
Campus certifies 1,750
youth in Future-Tech
Skills in Uttar Pradesh

MUMBAI, JANUARY 13

ICICI Lombard General In-
surance, India’s largest pri-
vate sector general insurer,
on Tuesday reported a 9.04
per cent year-on-year (YoY)
decline in its net profit for the
October-December quarter
of FY26.

The company’s profit fell to
Rs 658.88 crorein Q3 FY26
from Rs 724.38 crore in the
same period last financial
year (Q3 FY25), according
to its stock exchange filing.

Total expenses during the
quarter increased by 16.19
per cent year-on-year to Rs
6,039.06 crore, while com-
mission payouts rose by 15.5
per cent to Rs 1,34.3.1 crore.

The higher cost burden
affected the insurer’s bottom

line despite healthy growth in
business. The company also
said that under the new la-
bour codes introduced by the
Government, it estimated an
additional gratuity expense
of Rs 53.06 crore as past
service cost for the quarter
and the nine months ended
December 31, 2025.

This adjustment led to a
corresponding reduction
in profit and an increase in
gratuity obligations. As of
December 31, 2025, the un-
recognised past service cost

related to gratuity obligations
stood at Rs 16.93 crore.

On the positive side, ICICI
Lombard’s business growth
remained strong. The com-
pany’s gross written pre-
mium rose by 14.8 per cent
year-on-year to Rs 7,432.98
crore in Q3 FY26 from Rs
6,474.45 crore in Q3 FY25.

Net premium income also
increased by 12.7 per cent to
Rs 5,685.3 crore. Investment
income grew by 8.23 per cent
to Rs 909.01 crore during the
quarter. IANS

Adani Energy Solutions bags 318,000 crore project
in O3 FY26, expands transmission network

AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 13

Adani Energy Solutions
Limited (AESL) on Tues-
day announced its opera-
tional highlights in the third
quarter (Q3 FY26), in which
the Adani Group company
secured a major transmis-
sion project worth around
Rs 18,000 crore, apart from
further expanding its trans-
mission network.

The order, named the
KPS III (Khavda South
Olpad) HVDC project, will
enable the evacuation of
2,500 MW of renewable
energy from the Khavda
Renewable Energy Park
in Gujarat’s Kutch district
to Olpad near Surat, said

LUDHIANA: Samsung, In-
dia’s largest consumer elec-
tronics brand, on the occa-
sion of National Youth Day,
announced the certification
of 1,750 students in Uttar
Pradesh under its flagship
Samsung Innovation Cam-
pus (SIC) programme, mark-
ing a significant milestone in
the company’s youth-skilling
efforts in the state. The certi-
fication ceremony was held at
the City Group of Institutions
in Lucknow, in the presence
of Rajni Tiwari, Minister of
Higher Education, Govern-
ment of Uttar Pradesh, along
with academic leaders and
programme partners. BPE

Kotak Mahindra Bank

strengthens leadership
team with appointment
of Anup Kumar Saha as

whole-time Director

CHANDIGARH: Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank announced the
appointment of Anup Kumar
Saha as Whole-time Director,
subject to regulatory approv-
als. Till such time, Anup will
act as whole-time Director
(Designate) and will be a part
of Senior Management from

the company. The project
is seen as a key addition to
India’s renewable energy
transmission infrastructure.

During the quarter, AESL
also fully commissioned the
North Karanpura Trans-
mission Line project, which
has a network length of
around 300 circuit kilo-
metres.

With this commissioning,
the company’s total trans-

January12. Anup most recent-
ly served as Managing Director
at Bajaj Finance, where over
eight years he played a piv-
otal role in transforming the
company into one of India’s
leading and most profitable
NBFCs in consumer finance.
He led business transforma-
tion, digital innovation and
customer-focused strategies,
expanding the customer base
to 100 million and diversifying
the product portfolio. BPE

After disbursing
11,000+ scholarships
to truck drivers’
daughters, Mahindra
announces the 12th
edition of ‘Saarthi
Abhiyaan’ Programme

CHANDIGARH: Mahindra’s
Truck and Bus business, as
apart of its much celebrated
and renowned CSR Pro-
gram, Mahindra Saarthi
Abhiyan, has announced
the onset of its 12th edi-
tion, with plans to awards
another 1,000 scholarships
of Rs 10,000 each to truck
drivers’ daughters who have
passed Class X exam and
are pursuing further stud-

mission network expanded
t0 27,901 circuit kilometres,
while its transformation ca-
pacity rose to 1,18,175 MVA.

The transmission order
book has now grown to Rs
77,787 crore, according to
its stock exchange filing.

In the distribution busi-
ness, AESL reported im-
provement in operational
efficiency. Distribution
losses declined to 4.22 per
cent in year-to-date (YID)
FY26 from 4.91 per cent in
the same period last finan-
cial year.

Supply reliability re-
mained extremely high,
with the Average Supply
Availability Index standing
at 99.998 per cent.  IANS

ies. Vinod Sahay - President
- Trucks, Buses & Construc-
tion Equipment, Member of
Group Executive Board, said,
“Through Mahindra Saarthi
Abhiyaan, we are not just
providing scholarships but
opening doors to a brighter
future for girls and instilling
hope in young hearts. BPE

Mahindra Manulife
Mutual Fund

launches ‘Mahindra
Manulife Innovation
Opportunities Fund’
CHANDIGARH: Mahindra
Manulife Mutual Fund,
a joint venture between
Mahindra & Mahindra Fi-
nancial Services Limited
and Manulife Investment
Management (Singapore)
Pte. Ltd has announced
the launch of the Ma-
hindra Manulife Innova-
tion Opportunities Fund
(‘Scheme’), an open-ended
equity scheme aiming to
capture long-term growth
opportunities arising from
radical and disruptive in-
novation across sectors.
The New Fund Offer (NFO)
will open on January 9, and
close on January 23. BPE

India’s private
equity market
rebounds 44 pc in
Q4 2025: Report

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

India’s private equity activ-
ity strongly rebounded in
the fourth quarter of 2025
with investments touch-
ing $3.7 billion, up 44.3
per cent from the previous
quarter, a report said on
Tuesday.

The report from London
Stock Exchange Group
(LSEG) said that total
equity investments in Q4
touched the highest quar-
terly level since Q4 2024.

Despite the late-year
surge, full-year private
equity investments eased
23.7 per cent year-on-year
to $12.1 billion, underscor-
ing the continued impact
of a cautious investment
environment for much of
the year, the report said.

“Although the slowdown
in investment activity was
broad-based, technology-led
sectors remained compara-
tively resilient, continuing to
absorb the majority of private
equity capital,” said Vianca
Sanchez, Analyst, LSEG
Deals Intelligence.

Internet-specific and
computer software com-
panies attracted a combined
$6.7 billion in 2025, repre-
senting more than half of
total PE deployment, the
report said. It added that
investment in these sec-
tors still moderated 1.9 per
cent year-on-year, reflect-
ing heightened investment
selectivity.

Fundraising was sub-
dued, with Indian private
equity fundraising falling
to $3.8 billion in 2025, the
lowest since 2017, the report
said. IANS
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India eye series clincher in Rajkot
as New Zealand look to bounce back

RAJKOT, JANUARY 13

Following a narrow four-
wicket win in the series
opener at Vadodara, India
will now face New Zealand
in Rajkot to try to clinch the
series by taking an unbeat-
able lead in the three-match
series. The two sides will
lock horns at the Niranjan
Shah Stadium, a typically
batting-friendly surface,
where the BlackCaps will
aim to level the series while
the hosts will aim to grab a
2-0 lead.

India’s playing X1 for the
second ODI will witness
at least one change after
Washington Sundar was
ruled out of the remain-
der of the series following
an injury. The all-rounder
was replaced by Ayush Ba-
doni in the squad as the
26-year-old received his
maiden ODI call-up. Cap-
tain Shubman Gill faces a
typical ‘selection dilemma’
after several fringe players
stepped up under pressure.

The first match showed
that although veterans like
Virat Kohli and Rohit Shar-
ma remain crucial, the in-
clusion of relatively inexpe-
rienced players like Harshit
Rana is changing the team’s
tactical approach. As the
action shifts to Rajkot, the
team management must
decide whether to maintain
the successful lineup or ro-

tate bowlers to reduce their
workload.

India clinched their
eighth consecutive ODI
win over New Zealand
since 2023. At home ven-
ues, they have now secured
eight straight ODI victories
against New Zealand since
2017.

The ODI series opener

also saw India successfully
chase the second-highest
target against New Zea-
land, behind the 316 runs
achieved in Bengaluru in
2010.

New Zealand responded
strongly in the first game.
It appeared they were done
for when Kohli and Iyer
were dominating, and In-

dia looked poised to win
easily with a comfortable
margin. However, the
BlackCaps demonstrated
great resilience before In-
dia secured the victory.
Rohit Sharma scored the
first runs for India but was
dismissed in the Power-
play, while Gill had a slow
start against the new ball
but regained his rhythm
after Kohli came in to sup-
port him.

India’s No. 3 entered with
confidence, aggressively fac-
ing the bowlers and hitting
boundaries, establishing a
strong partnership of over
100 runs with the captain.
Following Gill’s dismissal,
Shreyas Iyer maintained
the same aggressive ap-
proach, forming another

SQUADS

India: Rohit Sharma, Shubman
Gill (c), Virat Kohli, Shreyas lyer,
KL Rahul (wk), Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Harshit Rana, Kuldeep Ya-
dav, Arshdeep Singh, Mohammed
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, Rishabh
Pant, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Ravindra
Jadeja, Ayush Badoni

NEW ZEALAND: Devon Conway
(wk), Will Young, Henry Nicholls,
Daryl Mitchell, Glenn Phillips,
Michael Bracewell (c), Zakary
Foulkes, Nick Kelly, Josh Clark-
son, Michael Rae, Kyle Jamieson,
Mitchell Hay, Adithya Ashok, Kris-
tian Clarke, Jayden Lennox

steady partnership with
Kohli and ensuring India
stayed in command.

Then, Kyle Jamieson en-
tered the scene and took
three wickets in just seven
balls to dismiss Kohli and
Iyer, putting New Zealand
right back into the game.
With Washington injured,
Rana was sent in before
him, delivering a useful
cameo that eased the pres-
sure on wicketkeeper-batter
KL Rahul.

Even after Rana’s dis-
missal, a hobbling Wash-
ington walked out to the
middle, and together he
and Rahul guided In-
dia home with an over to
spare. New Zealand threw
everything they had at India
and pushed them all the
way, but in the end, they
just lacked that extra bit
of firepower in the crunch
moments. IANS

BCB

“THE BCB REMAINS COMMITTED TO SAFEGUARDING THE
WELL-BEING OF ITS PLAYERS, OFFICIALS AND STAFF WHILE
ENGAGING CONSTRUCTIVELY WITH THE ICC TO ADDRESS

THE MATTER.”

BCB admits ICC’s reluctance to shift games
out of India but refuses to budge

DHAKA, JANUANY 13

The ICC on Tuesday “re-
quested” the Bangladesh
Cricket Board to reconsider
its demand of shifting the
country’s T20 World Cup
matches out of India but
the BCB has refused to back
down, reiterating its security
concerns.

In a statement, the BCB
said the board’s position re-
mains unchanged despite the
ICC’s reluctance to entertain
its request and both parties
will continue to “explore pos-
sible solutions”.

BCB has written to the ICC
multiple times demanding
that its World Cup games
be shifted out of India due
to security concerns but con-
sidering that the schedule for
the T20 showpiece begin-
ning February 7 is finalised,
the world body is unlikely
to relent.

“While the ICC highlighted
that the tournament itinerary
has already been announced
and requested the BCB to
reconsider its stance, the
Board’s position remains
unchanged. Both parties
agreed that discussions will
continue to explore possible
solutions,” the BCB said.

“The BCB remains com-
mitted to safeguarding the
well-being of'its players, offi-
cials and staff while engaging
constructively with the ICC
to address the matter,” said
the BCB after its officials at-
tended the video conference

with ICC,” it added.

While the BCB considers
it unsafe for its players to
travel to India, ICC’s risk as-
sessment report does not flag
any specific or direct threat
to the team if it participates
in the tournament.

In Tuesday’s video confer-
ence with the ICC, the BCB
was represented by its presi-
dent Aminul Islam and CEO
Nizam Uddin Chowdhury
among other senior officials.

“During the discussions,
the BCB reaffirmed its posi-
tion regarding the decision
not to travel to India, citing
security concerns. The Board
also reiterated its request for
the ICC to consider relocat-
ing Bangladesh’s matches
outside India,” the BCB
added.

Bangladesh are scheduled
to play three games in Kol-
kata and one in Mumbai
during the league stage.

BCB asked for a relocation
after the BCCI instructed

Kolkata Knight Riders to
release pacer Mustafizur
Rahman from its IPL 2026
roster amid violence against
Hindus here.

Following Mustafizur’s re-
moval, an irate Bangladesh
government banned IPL’s
broadcast in the country.

Former captain Tamim
Igbal and current Test skip-
per Najmul Hossain Shanto
have cautioned against a very
hard-line approach with the
former saying that decisions
taken today would have re-
percussions 10 years down
the line. Shanto has voiced
the psychological stress that
the players are feeling at the
prospect of missing a World
Cup.

However, sports minis-
try advisor Asif Nazrul has
taken an unyielding posi-
tion, repeatedly stating that
Bangladesh will not budge
from its demand for reloca-
tion of its games to co-host
Sri Lanka. PTI

Jasmine takes lead in opening
leg 0f 2026 WPG Tour

MUMBAI, JANUARUY 13

Jasmine Shekar sunk in two
late birdies for a solid round
of 3-under 67, that gave her
the sole lead after the open-
ing round of'the first leg of
the 2026 Women’s Pro Golf
Tour, here Tuesday.

Jasmine, who won one
title in the previous sea-
son, was one shot clear of
young pro Lavanya Jadon,
who also had one win last
season.

Lavanya carded 2-under
68 and the only other player
with a par or better score
was former winner, Seher
Atwal (770), at the Par-70
layout at the Bombay Presi-
dency Golf Club.

Sneha Singh and Aman-
deep Drall, two of the mul-
tiple winners in 2025, were
among five players who shot
2-over 72 each and were
tied fourth. The others were
Ridhima Dilawari, Jahanvi
Bakshi and Khushi Khani-

jau.

Jasmine played each of
the 15 events in 2025 and
finished third on the Hero
Order of Merit behind Vani
Kapoor, who skipped this
week, and Amandeep.

Birdies on the third and
the eighth saw her turn in
2-under 35 and she added
further gains on the 16th
and the 17th, while drop-
ping her lone shot of the
day on the Par-3 13th hole.

Lavanya opened with a
bogey but made no further
errors and picked strokes
on the second, sixth and

the 12th.

Seher had four birdies
and four bogeys in her
round of 70. She had two
birdies and two bogeys on
either side of the BPGC
course.

Sneha was 3-over through
17 before picking her first
and only birdie on the 18th,
while Jahanvi had three
birdies in the last six holes
after three bogeys and a
double bogey earlier on.

Amandeep birdied twice
while dropping four bogeys
and Ridhima had one birdie
against three bogeys. IANS

Lewis, Joseph return as WI
announce squad for AFG T20Is

ST. JOHNS (ANTIGUA),
JANUARY 13

Cricket West Indies (CWI)
announced a 16-player squad
for the upcoming three-
match T20 International
series against Afghanistan,
set to take place at the Dubai
Cricket International Sta-
dium in the UAE from Janu-
ary 19-22.

The series will be an im-
portant build-up before the
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
starting on February 7. The
final squad for this highly
anticipated event will be
revealed before the three-
match T20I series against
South Africa, scheduled from
January 27 to 31.

T20 Captain Shai Hope,
along with key players Ros-
ton Chase, Akeal Hosein, and
Sherfane Rutherford, were
not available for selection
due to commitments in the
ongoing SA20 tournament.

With Hope absent, Bran-

don King has been named
captain. He has previously
led the West Indies in T20
Internationals, such as dur-
ing the home series against
South Aftrica in early 2024
and offers significant leader-
ship experience.

Shamar Joseph and Evin
Lewis have returned for this
series, having successfully
cleared return-to-play pro-
tocols after recovering from
previous injuries.

Alzarri Joseph, also side-
lined by injury late in 2025,

was showing promising
progress in his return-to-play
programme but has not been
included at this stage as a
precaution after a medical
review.

He will remain under
observation and evaluation
to assess his eligibility and
possible inclusion in the
World Cup squad. Quentin
Sampson, recognised as the
Breakout Player of the 2025
Caribbean Premier League,
has received his first inter-
national call-up. IANS

Australian PM, cricket fraternity
laud Healy’s incredible career after
Aussie great announces retirement

SYDNEY, JANUARY 13

Australia captain Alyssa
Healy, on Tuesday, an-
nounced that she will draw
the curtains on her glitter-
ing 16-year international
career after the home series
against India. The wick-
etkeeper-batter will lead
Australia in three ODISs,
three T20Is and a one-off
Test before signing off in
front of the home crowd.
Healy’s announcement
received widespread re-
actions from the cricket
community and Australia’s
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, who praised her
for her remarkable contri-
butions to the sport. He also
believed that Healy has the
potential to become an ex-
cellent commentator.
“Alyssa Healy is a legend.
She has had such an incred-
ible career playing for Aus-
tralia and leading Australia.
The rise of women’s cricket,
which has in parallel seen a

rise of other women’s sports,
is a great thing. It is a fan-
tastic team that she has
led. She is not only a great
player, but she will also, 'm
sure, continue to evolve as
I think she’s a great cricket
commentator,” he said in a
post shared on X.
Mitchell Starc, Austra-
lia’s ace pacer and Healy’s
partner, posted a photo of
the cricketer celebrating her
century against England on
Instagram, with an orange
heart as the caption, and
also posted a picture on his
Insta story, writing “Proud
of ya.” IANS

Paris FC eliminate holders PSG from French Cup

PARIS, JANUARY 13

Paris FC caused a major up-
set at the Parc des Princes
as they knocked the holders
Paris Saint-Germain out of
the Coupe de France with
1-0 win in the Round of 32.

Despite dominating pos-
session and creating nu-
merous chances, PSG never
managed to break down the
opposing defense, as exem-
plified by Obed Nkambadio,
who made several crucial
saves.

Luis Enrique’s men were
ultimately caught out on
a counter-attack finished
by Jonathan Tkone, who
sealed the victory for his
former club in the 74th
minute (1-0).

The match got underway
at a one-way pace in favour
of the title holders PSG, who
lacked cutting edge against a
particularly compact defence.

Sharp on the counter-

attack, Stephane Gilli’s
men sent the first shivers
through the stands of the
Parc des Princes around the
quarter-hour mark. It would
take more, however, to beat
a Lucas Chevalier who is once
again imperious on his line,
getting down perfectly to
deny Alimani Gory’s effort
(13), PSG reports.

In quick succession,
Obed Nkambadio came to
his team’s rescue by tipping
away a deceptive cross-shot
from Bradley Barcola (23”)

and an audacious strike from
Goncalo Ramos (24").

Despite clear dominance
and two further efforts from
Senny Mayulu (36”) and Kh-
vicha Kvaratskhelia (45+1),
PSG were unable to make
the breakthrough before the
break.

After the break, PSG
picked up the pace and
tried to break down the
Paris rearguard, who relied
on Obed Nkambadio to keep
the scores level.

Outstanding up to that

point, the Paris FC goal-
keeper won his one-on-one
battle with Kvaratskhelia
(51"), Ramos (56”) and War-
ren Zaire-Emery (60°).

Enrique then injected
fresh legs on the hour mark,
bringing on Desire Doue,
Nuno Mendes and Ousmane
Dembele. The latter quickly
caused problems for the PFC
defence, but he too was de-
nied by an ever-unbeatable
Nkambadio (72”).

Moments later, the visi-
tors took full advantage of
a lightning counter-attack
to cut through the Rouge et
Bleu defence and open the
scoring through Jonathan
Tkoné (0-1, 74").

The hosts raised the inten-
sity in a bid to claw their way
back into the game. Warren
Zaire-Emery came agonis-
ingly close to sending the
stadium into raptures, but
his effort crashed against the
crossbar (87). IANS

Tatjana Maria tops Venus Williams in

Hobart International opener

HOBART, JANUARY 13

Germany’s Tatjana Maria
registered a 6-4, 6-3 win over
Venus Williams in the first
round of the Hobart Inter-
national on Tuesday.

The first-ever meeting be-
tween the two players fea-
tured the oldest combined
age between competitors,
with Maria entering the tilt
at age 38 and Williams at
45, since the 1973 founding
of the WTA Tour by nearly
three years.

Venus has received a wild
card entry for the Australian
Open, which is set to begin
on January 18 in Melbourne.
This will be the first major
tournament of the year.
She featured at the Hobart
International as part of her
preparation for the season’s
first Grand Slam, but exited

empty-handed after losing in
the opening round.

It was the second consecu-
tive tournament in which the
American bowed out at the
first hurdle, following her
defeat at last week’s Auck-
land Classic.

Williams will return to
Melbourne Park after a

five-year absence. Her par-
ticipation will also see her
rewrite the record books, as
she becomes the oldest player
ever to compete at the Aus-
tralian Open. The previous
age milestone was held by
Japan’s Kimiko Date, who
was 44 years old when she
played in the 2015 edition

of the tournament.

Williams has won seven
Grand Slam singles titles, five
at Wimbledon and two at the
US Open. She also achieved
the world number one rank-
ing in singles for 11 weeks
in 2002, becoming the first
African American woman to
do so in the Open Era.

Her success extends to
doubles as well, where she
and Serena won 14 Grand
Slam titles and remained un-
defeated in major doubles
finals. The most decorated
tennis player in Olympic his-
tory, Venus has claimed four
gold medals and one silver
medal across five Olympic
Games, including singles and
doubles gold at the Sydney
2000 Games. Despite later
career disruptions due to
injuries, she still continues
to battle for glory. IANS
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