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Historic day for India-UK relations:
PM Modi on free trade deal

PM MEETS KEIR
STARMER AHEAD OF
KEY FTA DEAL SIGNING

LONDON, JULY 24

India and the UK on
Thursday inked a land-
mark free trade pact that
will increase market ac-
cess, cut tariffs on British
whisky and cars among
other items and double
bilateral trade by 2030
as the two strategic part-
ners vowed to chart a new
growth path amid grow-
ing global concerns over
Washington’s trade poli-
cies.

Today is a historic day
in India-UK relations, said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who witnessed the
signing of the trade pact
along with his British
counterpart Keir Starmer.

After many years of
hard work, a comprehen-
sive economic and trade
agreement has been inked
between India and the UK,
he noted, with Starmer by
his side at Chequers, the
country residence of the
British PM.

The two leaders held a
tete-a-tete before holding
serious talks.

The deal is expected to
benefit 99 per cent Indian
exports from tariff.

In his remarks, Starmer
said it is the biggest and
economically most sig-
nificant trade deal that
the UK has signed since
leaving the European
Union.

In his media statement,
Modi thanked the UK for
its strong condemnation

India-UK FTA not just economic
partnership but blueprint for
shared prosperity: PM

Terming the signing of the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between India and the UK as "historic", Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday said that the pact
is not just economic partnership but also a blueprint
for shared prosperity. He stated that India and the UK
have also reached a consensus on double contribution
convention. Making a press statement alongside his
UK counterpart Keir Starmer, PM Modi said, "Today
is a historic day in our relations. I am happy that
after many years of hard work, the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement has been concluded
between the two countries. This Agreement does not
merely pave way for economic partnership but is also
a blueprint for our shared prosperity."

Swing and miss at
times, but we play
with straight bat:
Modi on India-UK
ties after FTA

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday
drew a cricket analogy
to describe the deepen-
ing relationship between
India and the UK, fol-
lowing the signing of a
landmark Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) be-
tween the two countries.

In ajoint press confer-
encewith UK Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer, Modi said,
“Forboth Indiaand the UK,
cricket is not just a game
but a passion—and also
a great metaphor for our
partnership.”“There may
be a swing and a miss at
times, but we always play
with a straight bat! We
are committed to build-
ing a high-scoring, solid
partnership,” he added,
shortly after the FTA was
officially signed. ~ PTI

Indian diaspora in London greet PM Modi with chants of ‘Bharat
Mata Ki Jai’ and ‘Vande Mataram’ on historic visit to UK

The Indian community
in London welcomed
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi with a grand
reception as he arrived
in UK on Wednesday
evening for a historic
two-day visit that cen-

of the Pahalgam terror
attack and said both sides

tres around the signing
of a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) and refresh
of the India-UK Com-
prehensive Strategic
Partnership. Members
of the Indian diaspora
carried several posters

are united that “there is
no place for double stan-

7/11 BLASTS

welcoming PM Modi
with chants of ‘Modi,
Modi’, ‘Bharat Mata Ki
Jai’ and ‘Vande Mata-
ram’ and danced in tra-
ditional outfits as Prime
Minister Modi arrived
at his hotel in London.

dards in the fight against
terrorism.” PTI

SC stays Bombay HC verdict acquitting all
accused, says they need not return to jail

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed the Bom-
bay High Court verdict ac-
quitting all 12 accused in
the 2006 Mumbai train
bomb blasts case but said

they need not return to jail.

The top court further di-
rected the Bombay High
Court judgement not to
be treated as a precedent.

Abench of Justices M M
Sundresh and N Kotiswar
Singh issued notice to all

Russian plane crashes in
Amur, kills all 49 on hoard

MOSCOW, JULY 24

A Russian An-24 aircraft
carrying 49 people, in-
cluding five children
and six crew members,
crashed in the moun-
tainous Amur region on
Thursday, killing all on
board, according to local
media reports.

The ill-fated flight,
operated by the Siberia-
based Angara Airlines,
had departed from Bla-
goveshchensk and was
en route to Tynda, near
the Russia-China bor-
der, when it lost contact
with air traffic controllers
shortly before its sched-
uled landing.

According to Russia’s
state news agency TASS,
the aircraft reportedly
caught fire mid-air and
vanished from radar.

Rescue helicopters
later located the burn-

ing wreckage on a remote
mountainside, approxi-
mately 16 kilometres from
Tynda.

Officials from the Amur
Centre for Civil Defence
and Fire Safety confirmed
that “no survivors were
found when a Mi-8 search
helicopter flew over the
crash site.”

“The aircraft caught
fire upon crashing,” said
a spokesperson. “Res-
cue operations have
been hampered by the
extremely difficult ter-
rain, as the crash site lies
on a steep, inaccessible
slope.” PTI

the accused in the case and
sought their responses on
the appeal filed by the state
government.

“We have been informed
that all the respondents
have been released and
there is no question of

bringing them back to
the prison. However, tak-
ing note of the submission
made by the solicitor gen-
eral on the question of law,
we are inclined to hold that
the impugned judgment
shall not be treated as a

Act (MCOCA).
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Kejriwal, CM Mann hold Jansabha in Dediapada
against arrest of MLA Chaitar Vasava

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
New Delhi, July 24

From Dediapada, Guja-
rat the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) tore into the BJP
over the arrest of MLA
Chaitar Vasava, calling it a
cover-up after massive cor-
ruption was exposed. AAP
National Convenor Arvind
Kejriwal called out the BJP
for looting public funds
and silencing tribal voices
through state repression.
Emphasising AAP as the
real alternative, he called
for a people-led mobilisa-
tion against 30 years of
BJP misrule.

With local polls ahead,
the AAP vowed to field
common citizens and turn
Gujarat’s anger into action.
During this, Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann, AAP Gu-
jarat Prabhari Gopal Rai,
Gujarat State President
Isudan Gadhvi and MLAs
Gopal Italia and Hemant
Khav were also present..

Addressing the Jansabha
in Gujarat, AAP National
Convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal pointed to the pain
and neglect of tribal com-
munities, stating, "You all
have left your work and
come here in such a mas-
sive gathering because the
BJP government has, for
several years, continu-
ously exploited and op-
pressed the tribal (Adi-
vasi) community. They
have snatched away your
rights. The entire tribal
community today is deeply
angry with the BJP. Over
the years, you gave your
votes to BJP leaders, you
also gave votes to Congress
leaders — but not one of
them raised your voice."

precedent. To that extent,
there shall be a stay of the
impugned judgment,” the
bench said. During a brief
hearing, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Maharashtra govern-
ment, sought a stay on the
high court judgment saying
it would affect pending tri-
als under the Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime
PTI

Renukaswamy murder: HC bail order perverse
use of discretionary powers, says SC

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

The Supreme Court on
Thursday called the Karna-
taka High Court’s decision
to grant bail to Kannada ac-
tor Darshan Thoogudeepa
and six others in the Re-
nukaswamy murder case
a “perverse exercise” of
discretionary power.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices J B Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan went on to re-

Oppn ruckus halts Lok Sabha till Friday, Goa

serve the verdict on Karna-
taka government’s appeal
against the December 13,
2024 order of the high court
granting bail to the actor and
co-accused. The top court
heard submissions of senior
advocates Siddhath Luthra,
appearing for the state gov-
ernment, and Siddharth
Dave and others, represent-
ing the accused in the case.

It took on records the
written note filed by the

state and a few others while
asking the counsel for re-
maining accused persons
to file short notes within
a week.

Questioning the grant
of the reprieve, Justice
Pardiwala asked defence
counsel by saying, “Don’t
you think that the high
court has dictated an order
of acquittal of seven ac-
cused while deciding bail
petitions?” PTI

MP Nishikant Dubey and matters

Recalling the emergence
of a new Adivasi voice, he
continued, "In 2022, three
years ago, elections were
held. From Dediyapada, a
young tribal leader Chaitar
Vasava stood for election.
He is an educated young
man, your son, a brother
from your own community.
A well-educated, honest
individual who stepped
forward to serve society.
You gave him a massive
mandate and sent him
to the Assembly as your

Meanwhile, Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann stated,

"Being an Tribal means
having rights over water,
forests, and land — but the
BJP is selling off the water,
the forests, the land, and
the entire nation. When
an Adivasi awakens, no
storm can stop them. But
they must not feel alone
— the Aam Aadmi Party
stands firmly with the Adi-
vasi community and with
Chaitar Vasava."
Highlighting Chaitar
Vasava’s struggle, he said,
"Chaitar Vasava has gone
to jail standing in front of
tractors in defense of farm-
ers’ rights earlier as well.

The police deleted CCTV
footage and filed false cases.
BJP has done this before —
filing fake cases and jailing
AAP leaders. But their pa-
perwork will run out before
our people ever do."

Speaking on Gujarat’s
political landscape, Bhag-
want Mann said, "The BJP
hasbeen in power in Guja-
rat for 30 years. The public
may remain silent for 30
years, but when it wakes
up, it settles 30 years of
scores in just 30 minutes.
The time for accountability
has come. Congress and
BJP are hand in glove —
there was no real opposi-
tion in Gujarat. But AAP
has opened a third path
through the jhadu’ button,
one that will clean up this
corrupt system."

Appealing to the people,
he said, "Whether it’s rain
or sunshine, only unity
can shake the BJP’s walls.
AAP talks about educa-
tion, healthcare, electricity,
water, and employment
— not hatred or conflict."

Showcasing AAP’s
achievements, Bhagwant
Mann stated, "In Punjab,
55,000 government jobs
were given in three years
— without bribes or rec-
ommendations. Appoint-
ment letters reach homes
based on merit, with the
message: come, your chair
awaits you. Meanwhile, in
Gujarat, recruitment exam
papers — whether for col-
lectors or other top posi-
tions — are leaked every
year. Adivasi children wake
up at 3 a.m. and study in
the fields, but paper leaks
shatter their dreams. This
is the result of a broken
and corrupt system."

90 companies, 35 locations: ED raids Anil
Ambani’s Reliance Group in 3,000 cr scam

MUMBAI, JULY 24

The Enforcement Director-
ate on Thursday conducted
multiple raids as part of
an alleged Rs 3,000 crore
worth bank loan fraud
linked money laundering
case against the companies
of Reliance Group chair-
man Anil Ambani, official
sources said.

Some more bank loans
taken by these companies
apart from certain alleged
undisclosed foreign assets
are under the scanner of
the agency. More than 35
premises in Mumbai be-
longing to 50 companies
and 25 people are being
searched under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), they said.

The investigation is be-
ing carried out by a Delhi-
based investigation unit of
the ED. ED sources said

they are primarily probing
allegations of illegal loan
diversion of around Rs
3,000 crore, given by the
Yes Bank to the group com-
panies of Ambani between
2017 and 2019. Two group
companies, Reliance Power
and Reliance Infrastruc-
ture, said in separate but
identical regulatory filings
that the ED action has had
“absolutely no impact” on
their business operations,
financial performance,
shareholders, employees,
or any other stakeholders.

“The media reports ap-

pear to pertain to allegations
concerning transactions of
Reliance Communications
Limited (RCOM) or Reli-
ance Home Finance Limited
(RHFL) which are over 10
years old,” the companies
said. The ED, the sources
said, has found that just
before the loan was grant-
ed, Yes Bank promoters
“received” money in their
concerns. The federal probe
agency is investigating this
nexus of “bribe” and the loan.

Sources said the ED is
also probing allegations
of “gross violations” in Yes
Bank loan approvals to
Anil Ambani Group com-
panies, including charges
like back-dated credit ap-
proval memorandums,
investments proposed
without any due diligence/
credit analysis in violation
of banks credit policy, the
sources said. PTI

Aviation watchdog issues 4 show-cause notices

to Air India for various violations

ST representation hill left undiscussed

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

The Lok Sabha witnessed yet
another stormy session on
Thursday as opposition mem-
bers (MPs) disrupted proceed-
ings with slogans and placards,
forcing multiple adjournments
and ultimately halting legislative
business for the day.

As TDP leader Krishna Prasad
Tenneti took the Chair, opposi-
tion members immediately began
shouting slogans, demanding a dis-
cussion on the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar and other pressing issues.
The uproar drowned out scheduled
business, including the presentation
of party committee reports by BJP

under Rule 377 raised by Janardan
Mishra concerning rural devel-
opment and Panchayati Raj.
Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal attempted to
introduce the Readjustment of
Representation of Scheduled
Tribes in Assembly Constitu-
encies of the State of Goa Bill,
2024, a landmark legislation
aimed at ensuring ST repre-
sentation in Goa’s Legislative
Assembly for the first time.PTI

MUMBAI, JULY 24

Aviation regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has issued four show-cause notices
to Air India for various violations
related to cabin crew rest and
duty norms, cabin crew training
rules and operational procedures,
a month after the airline made
certain voluntary disclosures to
the watchdog, sources said on
Thursday. The show-cause notices

were issued on July 23 on the basis
of voluntary disclosures made by
the airline to the DGCA on June
20 and 21, sources told PTI.

"We acknowledge receipt of these
notices from the regulator related to
certain voluntary disclosures that were
made over the last one year by Air India.
We will respond to the notices within
the stipulated period. We remain com-
mitted to the safety of our crew and
passengers," an Air India spokesperson
said in a statement. PTI
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Shopkeepers’ association discusses
cleanliness, waste management
with Municipal Commissioner

RAMAN CHAMAK
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, July 24

A meeting was held be-
tween the IDH Market
Shopkeepers’ Association
and Municipal Commis-
sioner Amritsar, Gulpreet
Singh Aulakh, regarding
the cleanliness and waste
management of the market.

Municipal Commissioner
Gulpreet Singh Aulakh
holds regular meetings
with Health Department
officials to further improve
the city’s cleanliness system.
During one such meeting,
officials brought to the
Commissioner’s attention
that despite daily clean-
ing of IDH Market by the
Health Department and
garbage collection through
trolleys, shopkeepers tend
to dump garbage again at
the same place when they

open their shops at 11:00
AM. It was also noted that
vendors operating hand-
carts (rehriwalas) contrib-
ute heavily to garbage ac-
cumulation in the market.

In light of these concerns,
representatives of the IDH
Market Shopkeepers’ As-
sociation were called to the
Municipal Office on Thurs-
day for a meeting with the
Commissioner. The meet-
ing was led by the Market
President, Kuldeep Singh.
Health Officer Dr. Kiran,
Chief Sanitary Inspector
Vijay Gill, and Estate Of-
ficer Dharminderjeet Singh

Kapurthala youth found dead
under suspicious circumstances in
Canada; family demands justice

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Kapurthala, July 24

A tragic and mysteri-
ous death has shaken
a family in Rapurpeer
Baksh village, near
Bhulath in Punjab. Da-
vinder Singh, a young
man who had been liv-
ing in Canada for the
past eight years, was
found dead in a lake in
Winnipeg under suspi-
cious circumstances.
His grieving family
is now demanding a
thorough and trans-
parent investigation
into the incident.
Davinder, the
only son of the late
Sukhjinder Singh,
had gone to Canada
on a student visa and
was working part-
time while pursuing
his studies. After the
death of his father
nearly two decades
ago, he had become
the sole breadwinner
for his family, which
includes his mother,
Gurmeet Kaur, and his
elderly grandmother.
Family sources say
Gurmeet Kaur last
spoke with her son
on July 16. Davinder
had told her he was
on his way to work
and reassured her that
all was well. Just six
days later, in the early
hours of July 22, the
family received a dev-
astating call inform-
ing them of his death.
Canadian authorities
later confirmed that

his body had been
recovered from a lake
in Winnipeg.

Speaking to local
media, Gurmeet Kaur
expressed serious
doubts about the cir-
cumstances surround-
ing her son’s death.
“My son was healthy,
happy, and respon-
sible. We believe this
was not an accident.
He was murdered, and
his body was dumped
in the lake,” she alleged.

Relatives and villag-
ers remember Davin-
der as a kind, hard-
working, and devout
Gursikh youth. “He
came from a respect-
able family and was
doing everything to
support his loved
ones back home. We
demand the truth and
justice,” said a family
friend.

The family has ap-
pealed to both the
Government of India
and the Indian Con-
sulate in Canada to
intervene and ensure
a fair and impartial
investigation into the
incident.

Meanwhile, several
community organiza-
tions in both Canada
and Punjab have come
forward in support of
the grieving family. A
fundraising campaign
is reportedly being
planned to assist with
legal expenses and
the repatriation of
Davinder’s remains, if
necessary.
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were also present.

After listening to the
concerns raised by the
association, the Com-
missioner instructed
the Health Department
that daily garbage should
be collected again using
trolleys at 11:00 AM after
initial morning cleaning.
He further directed that
any shopkeeper found
dumping garbage outside
their shop before or after
11:00 AM will be issued a
warning and fined twice,
and upon a third viola-
tion, their shop may be
sealed.

UNJAB

Phagwara embraces digital shift as Municipal Corporation

launches PoS-hased property tax collection

ASHOK KAURA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Phagwara, July 24

Marking a significant
leap toward digital gov-
ernance and improved
civic engagement, the
Municipal Corporation
Phagwara has officially
launched a Point of Sale
(PoS) machine-based
property tax collection
system, in collaboration
with Federal Bank. The
initiative, aimed at pro-
moting cashless transac-
tions and simplifying
municipal services, was
jointly inaugurated by
Mayor Ram Pal Uppal
and Municipal Com-
missioner Dr Akshita
Gupta, IAS.

The newly introduced
system enables residents
to make on-the-spot
property tax payments
through debit and
credit cards using PoS
terminals, ensuring a

faster, more secure, and
transparent transaction
process. This move is
part of a broader strat-
egy to reduce manual
dependency, eliminate
delays, and reinforce
accountability in urban
governance.

Speaking at the
launch event, Mayor
Ram Pal Uppal empha-
sized the importance of
integrating technology
into public services.
“This initiative enhances
convenience for resi-

dents and significantly
improves efficiency

in tax collection. Our
objective is to make
municipal services more
accessible, transparent,
and accountable to the
people of Phagwara,” he
stated.

Municipal Corpora-
tion Phagwara Com-
missioner Dr Akshita
Gupta echoed the sen-
timent, describing the
step as a milestone in
the city’s digital trans-
formation.

Enroliment of NCC cadets by 3 PB BN NCC Ludhiana

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU

Ludhiana, July 24

The enrolment process
at Khalsa College for
Women, Ludhiana, for
the NCC new batch of
2025 was conducted by
the 3 Punjab Battalion
NCCin 2025, under the
dedicated leadership of
ANO (Associate NCC
Officer) Captain Parmyjit
Kaur. Her expertise and

commitment ensured the

smooth execution of the

entire process, from start
to finish. Captain Parmjit

Kaur played a crucial

role in guiding the cadets

through every stage of the
selection, making sure
that each candidate was
given the chance to dem-
onstrate their abilities.
Her leadership style,
marked by a motivational
and disciplined approach,

was pivotal during both
the physical and mental
assessments. The cadets
participated in a series of
challenging tests, includ-
ing a race that evaluated
their physical endurance,
stamina, and speed.

MIA Dhaliwal slams civic neglect as
National Flag missing on Flag Day

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Phagwara, July 24

“The National Flag should
be a matter of pride, not
neglect,” asserted Phag-
wara MLA Balwinder
Singh Dhaliwal on Tues-
day, as he led a National
Flag Day observance in
the Babba Gadhian lo-
cality. His pointed criti-
cism was directed at the
Municipal Corporation
after the city’s 105-foot
flagpole, once hailed as
a symbol of civic pride,
stood bare on a day com-
memorating the adoption
of the Indian Tricolor in
1947.

The glaring absence of
the national flag from
the monumental flag-
post near Phagwara’s
rest house has reignited

public frustration over
years of neglect. Despite
being installed in 2015
at a cost 0of ¥13 lakh, the
flag has remained largely
absent since 2018—vis-
ible only on ceremonial
days like Independence
Day and Republic Day.
MLA Dhaliwal, flanked
by Congress leaders and
supporters waving the
Tricolor, emphasized the
symbolic weight the flag
carries, especially on a
day meant to honor In-
dia’s unity, sovereignty,
and the sacrifices of
freedom fighters. “Our
national flag is not just
a piece of fabric—it em-
bodies the soul of the
Republic. Letting such
a prominent structure
remain bare on this day
sends the wrong mes-

sage,” he told The Tri-
bune.

Civic leaders echoed
similar concerns. For-
mer Mayor Arun Khosla
questioned the lack of
commitment from mu-
nicipal authorities, stat-
ing, “If institutions like
LPU can maintain a flag
year-round, why can’t our
administration? This is
about civic respect and
national pride.”

Municipal sources cited
weather damage as the
primary obstacle. Over
the years, more than 47
flags have reportedly been
torn or blown away by high
winds. Although residents
have appealed for a more
durable and wind-resistant
flag material, officials have
yet to implement a perma-
nent solution.

Free medical camp organised

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Phagwara, July 24

A free general health
check-up camp was
organized by the
Ramgarhia Educational
Council in collabora-
tion with Shri Vishwa-
karma Charitable Hos-
pital Trust, Phagwara,
at Gurdwara Gyan

Sar, Adarsh Nagar.
The camp witnessed

a strong turnout,

with approximately
300 patients receiv-
ing consultations and
check-ups for general
ailments, eye care, and
gynecological issues
completely free of cost.
Necessary medicines
were also distributed
free to those in need.

The camp was
inaugurated by Shri
Vishwakarma Hos-
pital Trust President
Pradeep Dhiman.
Ramgarhia Educational
Council Chairperson
Ms. Manpreet Kaur
Bhogal and Director Dr
Vyoma Bhogal Dhatt
were also present as
special guests. They ex-
tended their gratitude
to the hospital trust for
its support in facilitat-
ing this public service
initiative.

Medical experts pro-
vided attendees with
valuable health advice,

particularly focusing
on dietary changes and
precautions to prevent
viral infections during
the monsoon season.
Speaking on the oc-
casion, Dhiman em-
phasized the ongoing
commitment of Shri
Vishwakarma Chari-
table Hospital to serve
the underprivileged. He
highlighted that the hos-
pital operates a 24-hour
emergency facility and
regularly organizes free
medical and eye surgery
camps in collaboration
with NRIs and other
organizations.

Alongside these physi-
cal trials, interviews and
mental aptitude evalu-
ations were conducted
to gauge their mental
strength and leadership
potential.

Through her involve-
ment, Captain Parmjit
Kaur not only high-
lighted the significance
of discipline, hard work,
and national service
but also reinforced the
college’s commitment to
nurturing confident, re-
sponsible, and patriotic
young women, ready to
take on leadership roles
in the future.

GOl team evaluates
health infrastructure and
programmes in Ferozepur

HARISH MONGA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ferozepur, July 24

A team from the Re-
gional Office of Health
and Family Welfare,
Government of India,
Chandigarh, visited
Ferozepur to review
the implementation of
various health schemes
and programmes being
run to provide quality
healthcare services to
the public.

The visiting team
was led by Dr Mayur,
Medical Officer, and
included Chief Techni-
cal Officer Gurmukh
Singh, Technical Of-
ficer Pushkar Singh,
along with Pooja and
Seema. The team in-
spected facilities at the
Civil Hospital, Com-
munity Health Cen-
tres, Primary Health
Centres, and Ayushman
Arogya Kendras to as-
sess the availability and
quality of healthcare
services.

During their visit,
the team reviewed
records related to
several national health
programmes, includ-
ing maternal and child
health services, im-
munisation, JSY, NCD,

Vet Varsity signs MoU with Devans
Breweries on sustainable feed project

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, July 24

Guru Angad Dev Veteri-
nary and Animal Sciences
University, Ludhiana,
signed a significant Mem-
orandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Devans
Modern Breweries Lim-
ited (DMBL), Jammu, for
a collaborative research
project on the nutrient
characterization and
utilization of barley dis-
tilled grain slub (BDGS)
in growing Murrah calves
and poultry diets.

The MoU was signed
by Dr P.S Brar, Director
of Research and Gurinder
Singh Sandhu, General
Manager, Devans Mod-
ern Breweries Ltd. in
the presence of Dr J.P.S.
Gill, Vice-Chancellor.
Congratulating both
the teams, Dr. J.P.S Gill
stated, “This MoU is an

excellent example of in-
dustry-academia synergy
to address practical chal-
lenges in animal nutrition
through scientific inno-
vation. It will not only
support sustainability
but also generate mean-
ingful data for industrial
by-product utilization.”
Deans, Directors and sci-
entists of university also
graced the occasion.

Dr. J.S Hundal, Head,
Department of Animal
Nutrition, shared that
the research aims to scien-
tifically evaluate BDGS, a
by-product of the brewing
industry, for its potential
use as a sustainable and
cost-effective feed ingre-
dient. The project will be
spearheaded by the De-
partment of Animal Nu-
trition and supported by
DMBL with funding of Rs.
20 lakhs, along with the
provision of test material.

RBSK, RKSK, NVB-
DCP, IDSP, and NTEP,
among others.

Dr. Mayur informed
that as per the direc-
tions of the central
government, data is
being collected from
each district on the
ongoing schemes and a
detailed report is being
prepared to be submit-
ted to the Centre. He
stated that the primary
aim of this review is to
ensure better imple-
mentation and neces-
sary improvements in
the schemes so that
the public can benefit
more effectively.

He added that
wherever shortcom-
ings are found, they
will be rectified to
ensure seamless access
to healthcare ser-
vices. A meeting will
also be held with Dr.
Rajwinder Kaur, Civil
Surgeon of Ferozepur,
to discuss the report
and findings.

The team expressed
satisfaction with the
health programmes
running in the district
and also shared sugges-
tions to further enhance
the efficiency and
effectiveness of health
services.

Install railings along
Bist Doab Canal to
prevent accidents,
demands former

Minister Thandal

DALJEET AJ]NOHA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Hoshiarpur, July 24

Former Cabinet Minister
Sohan Singh Thandal has
raised serious concerns
over the increasing number
of accidents along the Bist
Doab Canal and has called
for the immediate installa-
tion of protective railings
along its edges to safeguard
lives and property.

Thandal pointed out
that during his tenure as
a cabinet minister, sev-
eral improvements were
made, but in recent years,
the canal road has been
elevated while the canal
banks remain dangerously
low. This imbalance has
led to numerous accidents,
especially during vehicle
crossings, with both small
and large vehicles falling
into the canal. While some
lives have been saved by
timely interventions from
bystanders, many accidents
have tragically resulted in
fatalities.

TiE Chandigarh inaugurates Satellite Office
in Ludhiana to empower local entrepreneurs

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, July 24

In a significant move to
strengthen entrepreneur-
ial support in Punjab, TiE
Chandigarh formally inau-
gurated its Satellite Office
in Ludhiana, marking a
new chapter in fostering
innovation, mentorship,
and global opportunities
for local entrepreneurs.
The inauguration
ceremony was graced
by Murali Bukaputam,
Chair of the TiE Global

Board of Trustees, who
attended as the chief
guest. In his address,
he emphasized the im-
portance of empowering
regional entrepreneur-
ial hubs through global
linkages. “TiE Global is
committed to supporting
entrepreneurs at every

stage through programs
such as TiE University,
TiE Women, and global
mentoring initiatives. This
satellite office will serve as
a gateway for Ludhiana’s
entrepreneurial talent to ac-
cess those platforms and be
part of a larger global com-
munity,” he remarked.




LUDHIANA WEATHER
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during the next 24 hours.

The weather is expected to remain
partly cloudy with possibility of
isolated thundershowers over

‘27.0% 33.0°C P LUDHIANA and its adjoining areas

Health Minister pays surprise
visit to Rajindra Hospital

BALINDER SINGH
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Patiala, July 24

Punjab Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister Dr
Balbir Singh on Thursday
conducted a surprise in-
spection of Government
Rajindra Hospital in Pa-
tiala to review healthcare
services and directly inter-
act with patients. During
his visit, he engaged with
patients in the emergen-
cy ward, OPD, and other
hospital units, taking
feedback on the quality
of care and facilities being
provided.

Expressing serious
concern over a recent al-
tercation in the hospital
involving external indi-
viduals, Dr. Singh said
such incidents would not
be tolerated. “Anyone at-
tempting to disturb the
peace in a hospital will
face strict legal action and
be sent straight to jail,” he
warned. He commended
the swift response of hos-
pital and police officials
in arresting the culprits

on the spot.

The Minister appealed
to the public to maintain
discipline within hospi-
tals and use the facili-
ties responsibly. He also
highlighted recent im-
provements in Rajindra
Hospital’s OPD services,
including digital token
systems, adequate seat-
ing, clean drinking water,
and restroom facilities.
“Patients no longer need to
wait in long queues. Regis-
tration is now streamlined
and more patient-friend-
ly,” he noted.

Dr. Balbir Singh fur-
ther assured that all
required medicines are
being provided free of
cost to inpatients. In case

Renowned entrepreneur Dr Pooja
Singh joins Aam Aadmi Parly

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

In a significant develop-
ment for the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in Punjab,
noted entrepreneur and
social activist Dr. Pooja
Singh officially joined
the party on Thursday.
Known for her outstand-
ing contribution to skill
development, women
empowerment, and so-
cial welfare, Dr. Pooja
Singh’s entry into poli-
tics through AAP is be-
ing seen as a major step
forward for inclusive and
people-centric politics.
Dr. Pooja Singh, who
has been a pioneer in
the beauty and well-
ness education sector
since 2004, runs over 70
training institutes across
India. Her institutions
have helped transform
the lives of thousands
of women, particularly
from underprivileged
backgrounds, by offer-
ing job-oriented train-

Ex-Punjab police
officer sentenced
to 10-yr rigorous
imprisonment

in 1993 fake
encounter case
CHANDIGARH, JULY 24

A CBI court in Mo-
hali has sentenced a
former Punjab Police
officer to 10 years of
rigorous imprison-
ment in a 1993 fake
encounter case of two
police constables.

The court of special
CBI Judge Baljinder
Singh Sra also imposed
a fine of Rs 50,000 on
Paramjit Singh, who was
then the station house
officer of Beas in Am-
ritsar. Singh (67) retired
as a superintendent of
police.

In its order on
Wednesday, the court
acquitted three other
accused -- the then in-
spector Dharam Singh
('77), the then assistant
sub inspector Kashmir
Singh (69) and the then
ASI Darbara Singh (71)
-- in the case. Another
accused, the then sub-
inspector Ram Lubhaya
died during the trial of
the case. PTI

ing and career-building
opportunities. Under
her leadership, more
than 25,000 deserving
students have received
scholarships, many of
whom are now success-
ful professionals, entre-
preneurs, and commu-
nity leaders.

At a press confer-
ence held in Chandi-
garh, Dr. Pooja Singh
was formally welcomed
into the party by AAP
Punjab President Aman
Arora, Chairperson
Rajwinder Kaur Thi-
ara, and senior leader
Deepak Bali.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Aman Arora
said, “We are honoured
to welcome Dr. Pooja
Singh, a renowned so-
cial worker from Ja-
landhar, into the Aam
Aadmi Party. People
from all walks of life are
joining AAP because
Arvind Kejriwal’s poli-
cies and ideology reso-
nate with them.

anyone is asked to buy
medicines from outside,
the issue can be reported
to the Medical Superin-
tendent or directly to the
Health Minister’s office.

He reiterated the Pun-
jab Government’s com-
mitment, under Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann’s leadership, to
strengthening public
healthcare. “Our goal
is to deliver world-class
health services through
Aam Aadmi Clinics and
government hospitals
across the state,” he said.

Dr R.P.S Sibia, Dr.
Vishal Chopra, and other
senior medical officials
accompanied the Minister
during the visit.

PUNJAB

Gurmeet Khudian dedicates new state-of-
the-art fisheries’ office worth %84 lakh

YOGESH KAPOOR
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, July 24

Punjab Minister of Animal
Husbandry, Dairy Devel-
opment, and Fisheries,
Gurmeet Singh Khudi-
an, on Thursday inau-
gurated a new admin-
istrative office for the
Fisheries Department
in Chhawani Mohalla,
constructed at a cost of
Rs 84 lakh. The state-
of-the-art facility aims
to streamline services
and provide enhanced
support to fish and shrimp
farmers across Punjab.
Speaking at the inau-
guration, Minister Khu-
dian highlighted Pun-
jab’s robust fisheries
sector, noting that the
state produces 2 lakh
tonnes of fish annual-
ly, with approximately
43,683 acres dedicated
to fish farming. He em-
phasized that the new
office will serve as a one-
stop hub for fish farm-
ers, enabling smoother
access to resources and
services. He urged farm-

Minister lauds entrepreneurs at
PMFME SCHEME conclave, calls for
diversifying dairy business

“Punjab has made a significant progress because of
the unceasing devotion of the scientists of Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU) and unswerving
toil of the farmers of the state,” observed Gurmeet
Singh Khuddian, Agriculture Minister, Punjab,
while delivering his inaugural address at the
conclave on “Prime Minister Formulization of
Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME)
Scheme,” organized at PAU today.

ers to adopt fish farming
as a lucrative auxiliary
occupation to boost their
income, assuring them of
comprehensive support
from the state govern-
ment.

The Minister also
extended his heartfelt
greetings to all fish and
shrimp farmers, acknowl-

Now, get your maps passed in hassle-free
manner in state: Hardeep Mundian

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

Taking a significant
stride toward making
urban development in
the state planned and
streamlined and ensur-
ing transparency in
construction-related
regulations, Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Singh

Mann led government

has decided to formulate

Unified Building Bylaws.
Addressing a press

conference here at Punjab
Bhawan, Housing and Ur-
ban Development Minister
Hardeep Singh Mundian
said that this decision will
fulfill the long-standing
demand of city residents
and other stakeholders.
He informed that the draft
of the bylaws has been
uploaded on the official
websites www.puda.gov.in

Six Pakistani drones neutralised;
3 pistols, one kg heroin seized

N.P.S. CHAMAK
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, July 24

Three pistols and over
one kg of heroin were
seized after Border
Security Force (BSF)
personnel intercepted
six Pakistani drones
near the International
Border in Amritsar
district, an official

said on Thursday.
BSF troopers neu-
tralised five drones
near the Modhe vil-
lage in Amritsar on
Wednesday night.
They also seized four
packets contain-
ing three pistols, as
many magazines and
a packet of heroin
weighing 1.070 kg,
said the official.

Early on Thursday,
the BSF troops inter-
cepted another drone
near Attari village and
recovered two maga-
zines.

In a separate opera-
tion, personnel of the
force recovered pistol
parts and a magazine
from a paddy field
near Dal village in
Tarn Taran district.

Dr Baljit Kaur hands over appointment letter
to newly-recruited employees in dept

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU

Chandigarh, July 24

Punjab Social Security,
Women and Child De-
velopment Minister Dr
Baljit Kaur on Thursday
handed over appointment
letters to newly recruited
employees of the depart-
ment at Punjab Bhawan.

Sharing further details,
Dr Baljit Kaur stated that

under the ongoing recruit-
ment drive of the depart-
ment, appointments have
been made to 10 posts of
Anganwadi Supervisors, 6
posts of Superintendents
(Children Homes), and 1

post of District Social Se-
curity Officer.

She added that earlier,
97 Anganwadi Supervisors
had also been appointed,
which is another signifi-
cant step toward strength-

YUDH NASHIAN VIRUDH

On day 145, Punjab Police conduct raids
at 400 sites; 85 drug smugglers held

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

Continuing the war
against drugs “Yudh
Nashian Virudh” waged by
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann to eradicate
drug menace from state
consecutively for the 145th
day, Punjab Police con-
ducted raids at 400 loca-
tions on Thursday leading
to the arrest of 85 drug
smugglers after registra-
tion of 60 first information

reports (FIRs) across the
state. With this, the num-
ber of total drug smugglers
arrested has reached to
23,237 in 145 days.

The raids have result-
ed in recovery of 1.6 kg
heroin, 1 kg opium, 8353
intoxicant tablets/pills/in-
jections and Rs 8.09 lakh
drug money from the pos-
session of arrested drug
smugglers.

The operation was con-
ducted on the directions of
Director General of Police

(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Ya-
dav simultaneously in all 28
Police districts of the state.

Notably, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann has asked the
Commissioners of Police,
Deputy Commissioners
and Senior Superintendent
of Police to make Punjab
drug free state. The Pun-
jab government has also
constituted a 5-member
Cabinet Sub Committee led
by Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema to monitor
the war against drugs.

ening the department’s
efficiency and welfare-
related services.
Congratulating the new-
ly appointed candidates,
Dr Baljit Kaur encouraged
them to fulfill their respon-
sibilities with complete
honesty, dedication, and
empathy, so that govern-
ment welfare schemes can
reach the needy in a timely
and effective manner.

edging their vital con-
tribution to the state’s
economy. He also reiter-
ated that the Punjab gov-
ernment is dedicated to
strengthening the fisher-
ies sector and promoting
sustainable agricultural
practices to enhance the
livelihoods of farmers
across the state.

and www.enaksha.lgpun-
jab.gov.in to solicit public
suggestions. He invited
residents of the state to
submit their suggestions
and recommendations
within 30 days.

The Cabinet Minister
said that Mann govern-
ment has decided to
seek public consulta-
tion for creating Uni-
fied Building Bylaws to
enable futuristic and
uniform building con-
struction in cities.
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State govt hoosts stipends for
medical and dental intems
and residents: Cheema

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

Underscoring the Aam
Aadmi Party-led gov-
ernment’s unwavering
commitment to bolster-
ing the education and
health sectors, Pun-
jab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
on Thursday an-
nounced a significant
increase in the month-
ly stipends for Interns,
Junior Residents,
and Senior Residents
across government
medical and dental
colleges in the state.
In a press com-
muniqué issued here,
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
said that there are cur-
rently 907 sanctioned
Intern posts, 1408 for
Junior Residents and
754 for Senior Resi-
dents within Punjab’s
government medical
and dental colleges.
The stipend for interns
has been substan-
tially raised from Rs
15,000 to Rs 22,000
per month. For Junior
Residents, the new sti-
pend structure will see
a rise from the current
Rs 67,968 per month
to Rs 76,000 in the

first year, Rs 77,000
in the second year,
and Rs 78,000 in the
third year. Similarly,
Senior Residents will
experience an increase
from their current Rs
81,562 per month to
Rs 92,000 in the first
year, Rs 93,000 in the
second year, and Rs
94,000 in the third
year.

Finance Minister
Cheema reiterated the
state government’s
dedication to allocat-
ing ample resources
for education and
health sectors. He
said that the annual
expenditure on these
stipends, currently
Rs 204.96 crore, will
escalate to Rs 238.18
crore following this
enhancement, repre-
senting an estimated
annual increase of Rs
33.22 crore.

The Finance Min-
ister affirmed the
Punjab government’s
resolve to enhance
healthcare facilities
throughout the state.
He also mentioned
the recent initiative
to provide insurance
coverage of Rs 10
lakh to every citizen,
further emphasizing
the government’s focus
on public welfare. Fi-
nance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema assured
that there will be no
scarcity of funds for
the continued devel-
opment and improve-
ment of healthcare
infrastructure and
services in Punjab.

Akalis opposing land pooling policy,
which they master-planned: Arora

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

Hitting out at the op-
position parties for their
“hypocritical” stance on
the land pooling policy
introduced by the Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann-led Punjab govern-
ment, Punjab Cabinet
Minister and AAP state
president Aman Arora
stated that the new Land
Pooling Policy has been
built upon the framework
introduced by the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD)-
BJP led government.

While addressing a
press conference here
at Punjab Bhawan on
Thursday, Aman Arora de-
scribed the Land Pooling
Policy, a game-changer for
Punjab as it is prioritising
transparency, fairness and
public welfare. The policy
would promote organised
and planned development,
besides benefiting all sec-
tions of society including
landowners.

Exposing the hypocrisy

and lies of the opposi-
tion parties, Aman Arora
pointed out that SAD-
BJP and Congress gov-
ernments’ past actions
contradict their current
stance on the new land
pooling policy. The SAD-
BJP led government had
issued notifications re-
garding master plans in
several cities including
SAS Nagar (Mohali), Am-
ritsar, Tarn Taran and
Hoshiarpur. These no-
tifications declared hun-
dreds of acres area for
residential and commer-
cial development and it
allowed private develop-

ers to build colonies. The
SAD-BJP and congress
governments’ bonhomie
with the defaulter build-
ers led to the mushroom-
ing of illegal colonies on
around 20,000 acres in
Punjab, causing hardship
for buyers in the absence
of basic civic amenities
including sewage system,
street lights and other
amenities.

“Mohali area has seen
significant development.
From 2009 to 2021, the
Congress and Akali Dal-
BJP governments had
acquired 3735 acres of
land in Mohali. If Mohali
deserves planned develop-
ment and ultra-modern
facilities, why not the
rest of Punjab? Why not
Hoshiarpur, Tarn Taran
or Ferozepur,” Aman
Arora asked?

Highlighting the key
features of the policy,
Aman Arora said that the
new land pooling policy is
more farmer-friendly and
public-centric compared
to previous policies.

Congress MPs seek Centre’s intervention
in email threats to Golden Temple

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

Seeking the Central
government’s interven-
tion, Congress MPs from
Punjab, Haryana and
Chandigarh on Thursday
staged a demonstration
in the Parliament House
complex, demanding im-
mediate action related
to threats being issued
to the Golden Temple in

Amritsar.

Those who joined the

protest included Ama-
rinder Singh Raja War-
ring, Charanjit Singh
Channi, Amar Singh,
Sukhjinder Randhawa,

Dharamvir Gandhi,
Manish Tewari, Kumari
Selja, Sher Singh Ghu-
baya and Gurjeet Singh
Aujla.

Later briefing the me-
dia, Punjab unit presi-
dent and Ludhiana MP
Warring pointed out that
threats were continuously
being issued against the
Golden Temple.

Warring claimed that
while the state govern-
ment had claimed to have

arrested one of the ac-
cused, he (the arrested
person) was said to be
not involved in issuing
the threats.

Warring said the Union
government and the
Union Home Ministry
must take serious note
of these threats and iden-
tify the culprits and bring
them to book. They must
understand the serious-
ness and sensitivity of the
matter, he added.  PTI
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Punjab Governor
injured after fall,

admitted to PGI

A.S. PRASHAR
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

Punjab Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria was admit-
ted to Postgraduate Institute
of Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), Chan-
digarh, following an injury
caused by a fall. Doctors at
PGI are currently providing
treatment and closely moni-
toring his condition.
According to a health bul-
letin issued by the PGI, Ka-
taria, arrived at PGIMER,
Chandigarh, this afternoon
following a minor fall. He
received prompt evalua-
tion and care from a team

of senior specialists led by
Dr. Vijay G. Goni, Head,
Department of Orthopae-
dic Surgery and Dr. Rohit
Manoj, Department of Car-
diology.

After a thorough clinical
assessment and investiga-
tions, he was found to be
in stable condition with no
immediate concerns. He is
currently under observation
and is expected to resume
his routine activities soon.

Prof. Vivek Lal, Direc-
tor, PGIMER and Pankaj
Rai, Deputy Director (Ad-
ministration), called on the
Hon’ble Governor and ex-
tended best wishes for his
speedy recovery.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

In view of the upcoming
Common Eligibility Test
(CET) being conducted
by HSSC, Panchkula on
26th and 27th July 2025,
the Deputy Commissioner,
UT Chandigarh, Nishant
Kumar Yadav convened a
high-level meeting to review
the final administrative and
logistical preparations in
the city.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner underscored the
Administration’s firm com-
mitment to ensuring the
conduct of the examination
in a free, fair, and transpar-
ent manner. He emphasized
the need for seamless inter-
departmental coordination
and a candidate-friendly
approach, directing all de-
partments to remain vigi-
lant and proactive.

A total of 153 examina-
tion centres have been set
up across Chandigarh to
accommodate the large
number of examinees. The
examination will be held in
two shifts each day—

B Morning Shift: 10:00

TRICITY

DC Chandigarh reviews final
preparations for CET Examination

HIGHLIGHTS

0 OVER 37,000
CANDIDATES PER
SHIFT ARE EXPECTED
TO APPEAR

O AROUND 350 SHUTTLE
BUSES TO OPERATE

O 153 EXAMINATION
CENTRES SET UP
ACROSS CHANDIGARH

AM to 11:45 AM
B Afternoon Shift: 3:15
PM to 5:00 PM
Approximately 37,000
candidates per shift are ex-
pected to appear, many of
whom are travelling from
five districts of Haryana.
To facilitate smooth trans-
portation, the Transport
Department will operate
around 350 shuttle buses
from Exhibition Ground,

Sector 34, and Dussehra
Ground, Sector 17, cover-
ing all major examination
centres.

The Chandigarh Police
will carry out complete sani-
tization of all centres a day
prior to the examination to
ensure a safe and secure en-
vironment. Additionally, 39
Special Duty Officers have
been assigned for the secure
and confidential handling of
question papers, following
a strict protocol.

To assist candidates and
their guardians, a dedicated
helpline (0172-2700025)
has been activated. Fur-
thermore, a Central Control
Room will operate continu-
ously during the examina-
tion days to coordinate all
efforts and swiftly respond
to any situation.

Mohali admn mulls curtailing heavy vehicular
movement during peak hours on city roads

m DC CONVENES
MEETING WITH
SSP AND MC
COMMISSIONER TO
DECONGEST URBAN
TRAFFIC

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Mohali, July 24

The Mohali Administra-
tion is actively considering
restrictions on the move-
ment of heavy vehicles
during peak hours on city
roads, with a special focus
on reducing traffic conges-
tion along the Airport Road.

Deputy Commissioner
Komal Mittal chaired a
high-level meeting with
SSP Harmandeep Singh
Hans and MC Commission-
er Parminder Pal Singh to
explore feasible measures
for streamlining traffic in
the city. She emphasized
that, until parallel and alter-
nate routes are completed,
the entry of heavy vehicles
should be curtailed dur-
ing morning and evening
peak hours—tentatively
from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM
and 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.

The DC sought detailed
inputs from the district

police and other depart-
ments to formalize this pro-
posal. She added that all
key stakeholders including
the Municipal Corporation,
GMADA, and the District
Police have been requested
to expedite their respective
plans aimed at decongesting
city roads.

SSP Harmandeep Singh
Hans proposed temporary
road bifurcation near IISER
to facilitate smoother traffic
flow on the Airport Road.

Addressing another ma-
jor civic concern, Commis-
sioner Parminder Pal Singh
highlighted the increasing
presence of stray and milch
cattle on city streets. He
suggested setting up a dedi-
cated dairy/cattle rearing
complex outside municipal
limits. Local cattle own-
ers would be encouraged
to house their animals

within their premises, and
awareness would be created
regarding the proper dis-
posal of cow/buffalo dung
to prevent choking of sewer
lines.

The Commissioner also
acceded to the Deputy Com-
missioner’s request to dispose
of the garbage from the Ba-
longi area at MC dumping
sites, thereby improving the
cleanliness and aesthetics of
the Old Balongi Barrier to
Mohali Road stretch.

The meeting was at-
tended by ADCs Geetika
Singh, Anmol Singh Dhali-
wal, and Sonam Chaudhary;
SP (Traffic) Navneet Singh
Mabhal; DSP (Traffic) Kar-
nail Singh; Municipal Town
Planner Rajneesh Wadhwa;
Assistant Commissioner
(MC Mohali) Ranjneev Ku-
mar; and Executive Engi-
neer Kamaldeep Singh.

UT Chief Secretary reviews
CPDL’s progress since takeover

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

A review meeting was con-

vened on Thursday under
the chairmanship of Rajeev
Verma, Chief Secretary, UT
Chandigarh, to assess the
progress and key develop-
ments of Chandigarh Power
Distribution Limited (CPDL)
since it assumed charge of
electricity distribution on 1st
February 2025.

The meeting was attended
by Prerna Puri, Secretary En-
gineering; C.B. Ojha, Chief
Engineer; senior CPDL of-
ficials; and representatives
from the Chandigarh Ad-
ministration.

The Chief Secretary direct-
ed CPDL to minimise power
outages and ensure uninter-
rupted supply to avoid public
inconvenience. He expressed
concern over the recent seven-
hour-long power cut affecting
multiple sectors after the bus-
bar flashed due to moisture at
Sector 56 Sub Station. CPDL
officials explained that anti-
hygroscopic paint had been
applied as a precaution for
the monsoon, but it proved
inadequate. They added that
dehumidifiers will now be

used to prevent such break-
downs in the future.

During the meeting, the
Chief Secretary was apprised
of several major initiatives
undertaken by CPDL to
strengthen the city’s power
infrastructure. It was in-
formed that three 20 MVA
Power Transformers have
been installed, and 28 Dis-
tribution Transformers have
been replaced to ensure un-
interrupted electricity supply.

Further, the comprehen-
sive maintenance carried out
across all grid substations
resulted in unlocking an ad-
ditional 59 MVA capacity,
enabling CPDL to efficiently
meet the city’s highest-ever
peak demand of 465 MW.

The measures taken to
minimize power outages and
improve grievance redressal
were also highlighted.

The capacity of the 24x7
call centre has been signifi-
cantly enhanced by increas-
ing the manpower from 17 to
52 personnel and the number
of call lines from 10 to 50.
Additionally, 49 complaint
centre executives and 4 su-
pervisors have been deployed
for faster resolution of con-
sumer complaints.

Think of Others: Awareness campaign
launched on empathy for less privileged

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

A group of well meaning
persons of Chandigarh
on Thursday announced
an initiative to impart
awareness in society,
especially amongst the
youth, about the need
for greater empathy for
others.

Aptly titled “THINK
OF OTHERS” (I TOO)
the new initiative aims
at collaboration with
schools, colleges and
universities in order
to spread the message
amongst students in
particular that they must
spend more time and

effort on upliftment of
those who are not as for-
tunate as them.

Vivek Atray former IAS
officer and TEDx Motiva-
tional Speaker said that the
new campaign would focus
on aspects like, Teaching
the uneducated, Environ-
ment awareness, Helping
the elderly, Creating social

awareness about harmful
trends and tendencies, cy-
ber security, and adopting
balanced and empathetic
approach instead of being
self-centered.

All these aspects would
be concretised through
seminars, workshops,
awareness walkathons,
musical events and liter-

ary competitions with
educational institutions
in the months to come.

Atray informed that
this initiative would be
spread through various
organisations including
schools, colleges and Uni-
versities, Rotary clubs, Vi-
brant Forum and literary
forum like Novel Bunch,
NSS volunteers in various
colleges, the schools and
Universities.

The co-partners in this
campaign, Saguna Jain,
Prof.Charanjit Singh, Col
DS Cheema and Hardeep
Singh Chandpuri also
spoke on the occasion and
expressed their solidarity
with the initiative.

Dr Sudhanshu Trivedi to deliver Balramji Dass
Tandon Memorial Lecture at PU on July 27

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh July 24

Rajya Sabha MP Dr. Sud-
hanshu Trivedi will address
the 4th Shri Balramji Dass
Tandon Memorial Lecture
on topic of “Why a Strong
India Scares the World,”
on Sunday, July 27, 2025,
at 12:00 noon at Panjab
University Law Auditorium.
The prestigious lecture is
being organised by Panjab
University, Chandigarh in
association with Balramji
Dass Tandon Charitable
Foundation.

Dr. Sudhanshu Trivedi,
who is also the National
Spokesperson of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) will be
the Chief Guest, while Ash-
wani Sharma, MLA, Pun-

jab, and Working President,
BJP Punjab, will grace the
occasion as the Guest of
Honour.

The Balramji Dass Tan-
don Memorial Lecture Se-
ries was instituted by the
foundation in association
with PU to commemorate
the life, values, and contri-
butions of Balramji Dass
Tandon, a freedom fighter,
veteran politician, and Gov-
ernor of Chattisgarh, whose
legacy continues to inspire
generations. Vice-President
of India, Shri M. Venkaiah
Naidu; BJP National Presi-
dent and Union Minister
J.P. Nadda and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
have earlier delivered me-
morial lectures in its three
previous editions.

102 units collected at Paragon School blood donation camp

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Mohali, July 24

Paragon Senior Secondary
School, Sector 71, Mohali
organised a blood donation
camp in memory of late Igbal
S. Shergill, who apart from be-
ing the Director of the school
was also a well known edu-

cationist of tricity. It is perti-
nent to state here that Igbal S.
Shergill was snatched away by
the cruel hands of destiny at a
very young age.

Meanwhile, the camp saw
school staff, alumni and other
well-wishers participating in
the emotional occasion in large
numbers. The blood donors

enthusiastically took part in
this social cause and a total

0f 102 units of blood were col-
lected in the camp. The camp
was organised to commemo-
rate the birth anniversary of
thelate Igbal S. Shergill which
falls on July 24.

On this occasion, Jatin-
der S. Shergill, mentor of the
school and senior member
of Paragon Educational So-

ciety, said that this event is
an emotional tribute to the
late Igbal S. Shergill, who
dedicated his life to the val-
ues of compassion, service
and selflessness. Jatinder S.
Shergill also announced that
this blood donation camp
will now be organized every
year on the birth anniversary

of the late Igbal S. Shergill, so
that his ‘spirit of working for
the betterment of society’ can
remain alive and positivity
continues to spread in the
society.

School Principal Jasmeet
Kaur thanked all the donors
and the people, who helped in
organising this camp.

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

1, KARAM CHAND VERMA S/0 LACHAMAN
DASS R/0 H.NO. 2336, ST.NO. 9, KISHORE
NAGAR, TAJPUR ROAD (LUDHIANA) HAVE
CHANGED my NAME to KARAM CHAND.

1, KULDEEP SINGH S/0 SATNAM SINGH
KALRA R/0 H. NO 2260/6B ST NO 8-1/2
GANDHI NAGAR (LUDHIANA) HAVE changed
my NAME to KULDEEP SINGH KALRA .

1, Parveen Suman (/0 Amarjit Kumar
R/0 B-31, 1156/28A Street no 01 Rahon
Road Near Chungi Jai Singh Nagar Basti
Jodhewal (Ludhiana) have changed my
name to Manisha.

1, Ravinder Parkash S/o Chatan Dass R/o
Village Karari, PO. Kishangarh, Distt.
Jalandhar, Punjab-144301 have changed my
name to Given Nameas Ravinder & Surname
as Parkash. All concemed please note.

1, Disha Alias Nisha Rani W/o Jatinder
Pal Singh R/o VPO. Rajpur Bhaian, Distt.
Hoshiarpur, Punjab-146112 have changed
my name from Disha Alias Nisha Rani to
Nisha Rani. All concerned please note.

I, hitherto known as ATULJAIN S/0 ASHOK
JAIN residing at H.No. 379, Lajpat Nagar,
Jalandhar, Punjab-144001, India have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as DINKAR JAIN.

I, Karan S/0 Swaran R/0 H.No. 474,
Kucha No. 9, Prem Nagar (Ludhiana)
have changed my name from Karan to
Karan Khatri.

I, Gurwinder Singh Kailla S/0 Kulwant
Singh R/0Village Sehbazpura (Ludhiana)
have changed my name to Gurwinder
Singh.

1, Anil Kumar S/0 Gian Chand R/0 H. No.
5, Hari Singh Nagar Jassian Road Near
Mata Chintpurni Mandir (Ludhiana) have
changed my minor son name from Ayush
Sharma to Ayush Kumar.

I, Kiran Bala W/o Sukhdev Madhar
R/o Village Sarmastpur, PO. Bal, Distt.
Jalandhar, Punjab-144012 have changed
the name of my minor son from Nitish
Madarh Sukhdev to Nitish Madarh.
(Madarh as Surname). All concerned
please note.

1, Mandeep Kaur W/o Harjinder Pal R/o
B-23, MCH-617/19, Mohalla Ravidass
Nagar, Hoshiarpur, Punjab-146001
have changed the name of my minor
son from Jaskaran to Jaskaran Singh.
Concerned Note.

1, hitherto known as Danial S/0 Joginder
residing at Village Kullian Bala, Tehsil
Dasuya, Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab-144205
have changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Danial Gill.

1, Parmjit Singh S/o Karnail Singh
R/o Village Hukran, Tehsil & District
Hoshiarpur, Punjab have changed my
name from Parmijit Singh to Paramijit
Singh. Concerned Note.

1, Gurpreet Singh Miglani son of Amarjit
Singh resident VPO. Jamsher Khas, Distt.
Jalandhar have changed my name to
Gurpreet Singh. All concerned please note.

I Rozi Verma W/o Love Kumar Verma
R/0 10709 St. No. 05, New Patel Nagar,
Haibowal Kalan, Ludhiana have changed
my name to Rozy Verma

1Veena Kumari and Veena Kumari Mehta
W/o0 Pawan Kumar R/o 27, South Model
Gram, Model Town, Ludhiana declare
that above both names are one and the
same person

| Sarhjit Kaur W/o Meharpal Singh R/o
902, Royal Sherwood, Omax Residency,
Pakhowal Road, Ludhiana have changed
my name to Sarabjeet Kaur

| Bharku S/o Balwant R/o St. No. 2,
Muradpura Miller Ganj, Ludhiana have
changed my name to Badku

ISangeeta w/o Sanjeev Kumar R/o Bhalla
Street Sangrur have changed my name to
Sangeeta Jaidka

1 Sudesh Devi W/o Sanjeev Kumar R/o
village Baupar tehsil Moonak Distt Sangrur
have changed my name to Sudesh Rani.

1 Virpal Kaur Widow Daughter Of Army
No. Jc-176460K Ex Naib Subedar Late
Harbans Singh R/0 Vpo Sehva Ten Tapa
Distt Barnala (Punjab) Have Changed
My Name To Veerpal Kaur Vide Affidavit
Dated 24Th Jul 2025

| Karamijit Kaur W/0 Ranijit Singh R/0 Vpo
Pakho Ke District Barnala Have Changed
My Name To Karamjeet Kaur .

| Charanijit Kaur Virk W/o Bhag Singh R/o
VPO, Guram (Barnala) have changed My
name to Charanjit Kaur

1, Aastha Dhand W/o Rajeev Dhand R/o H
No. 14, Kalkaji Enclave, Rishi Nagar, near
Garg Optical, Ludhiana, have changed my
name from Aastha alias Charu Dhand to
Aastha Dhand.

1, hitherto known as Harjeet Singh Soe son
of Sukhdev Singhr/o Near Gurduara Sahib
Village Madahar Kalan District Sri Muktsar
Sahib 152025 Punjab have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
Harjeet Singh. It is certified that | have
complied with other legal requirements
in this connection.

| Takdeer Singh Ghatorey S/0 Naginder
Singh R/0 H.no:-812,St.no:-5, Nirankari
Mohalla,Miller Ganj, Ludhiana Punjab
141003 Have Changed My Name From
Takdeer Singh Ghatorey To Takdeer Singh

Thitherto known as ROHITKUMAR S/o SURJIT
SINGH residing at Khanoor, Po Jallowal
Khanoor, District Hoshiarpur, Punjab-146104,
India, have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as ROHIT SINGH

1, Harbans Singh Kaler alias Ruldu
Singh s/o Mukand Singh r/o Gangohar
(Barnala) declare that | am known by
both the names Harbans Singh Kaler
alias Ruldu Singh. Both these names
of mine are completely correct.

1,Jyoti alias Santosh W/o Pawan Kumar
R/0 H.no-B-19-1388/D/17-B,St.no:-5,
Hambran Road,Dev Nagar (Ludhiana)
have Changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Jyoti.

I hitherto known as BHISHAM S/o RAM
PAL residing at Ward No.6, Pur Hiran,
District Hoshiarpur, Punjab-146001
India, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as BHISHAM
MASHALU

I, Sangeeta W/o Anand Parkash
R/0 H.no. 2049, Burail, Sector 45,
Chandigarh have changed my name
Sangeeta to Sangita.

I Rasal Singh S/o Harjit Singh R/o Street
No 3 Baba Bidhi Chand Nagar Kabar Wala
Road Sri Muktsar Sahib Have Changed
My Name To Rasal And SURNAME TO
Singh

I Dilbag Singh Brar S/o Sukhdev Singh
R/0 Vpo Thandewala Distt Sri Muktsar
Sahib Have Changed My Name To Dilbag
Singh. .

I, ASLAM S/0 GULAM DEEN residing
at Near Gurudwara Sahib, Sherwani
Kot, Malerkotla, District Sangrur,
Punjab-148023, India, have changed
the name of my minor son MOHAMMAD
HAMAR ALIAS MOHAMMAD HAMAD, aged
10years and he shall hereafter be known
as MOHAMMAD HAMAD.

1Veerpal Kaur Brar W/o Dilbag Singh R/o
Vpo Thandewala Distt Sri Muktsar Sahib
Have Changed My Name To Veerpal Kaur

| Tajinder Kumar S/o Ram Saran R/o
H.no. BX/26, Ward no. 13, Harcharan
Nagar, Lehragaga (Sangrur) have
changed my name from Tajinder
Kumar to Tejinder Kumar.

I Rajani spouse of Amardip Kumar Bharti
R/oVillage Mundera PO Nonahara Tehsil
Muhammadabad District Ghazipur (UP)
Pin 233303 have changed my name from
Rajani to Rajni. Vide affidavit dated 24-
07-2025. Before District Courts Faridkot.

I Parvinder Singh Rana S/o Satya Singh
Rana R/o H.no:-62,5t.no:-5,5BS Nagar
Dhandra Road (Ludhiana) Have Changed
My Name From Parvinder Singh Rana
To Parvinder Singh.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

1, Army No. 15795819Y, Rank Havildar,
Name Golla Kiran Kumar, S/0 Golla Eranna,
permanent address 6-188, BC Colony,
Kodumur, Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh —
518464, do hereby solemnly affirm and
dedlare that Golla Eranna is legally my
father and in my Army service record his
nameis mentioned as Golla Veeranna but
his correctand actually nameis Golla Eranna
Vide Affidavit dt. 24/07/2025 attested by
Executive Magistrate Ludhiana (PB).

1, Narotam Kumar S/0 Anokhe Lal R/0
H.No. 281, B-14, Near Khurana Chakki,
Prem Nagar, Ludhiana, called by two
names as Narotam Kumar and Narotam.
That Narotam Kumar and Narotam both
names are mine and both are one and
same person

1, Army No. 15795819Y, Rank Havildar,
Name Golla Kiran Kumar, S/0 Golla Eranna,
permanent address 6-188, BC Colony,
Kodumur, Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh —
518464, do hereby solemnly affirm and
declare that Golla Eranna is legally my
father and in my Army service record his
date of birth is mentioned as 29/06/1968
but his correct date of birth is 01/01/1967
Vide Affidavit dt. 24/07/2025 attested
by Executive Magistrate Ludhiana (PB).

1, Army No. 157855914, Rank Havildar,
Name Ramakrishna Reddy Ch, S/o
Chekkera Bala Nagi Reddy, permanent
address Bayana Palli, Prakasam, Andhra
Pradesh — 523357, do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare that Chekkera Bala
Nagi Reddy is legally my father and in
my Army service record his date of birthis
mentioned as 01/07/1962 but his correct
and actually date of birth is 10/10/1956
Vide Affidavit dt. 24/07/2025 attested
by Executive Magistrate Ludhiana (PB)

1, Jasveer Pal Kaur W/o Subhash Kumar
R/oH.No. 59/7, Jawahar Nagar, Ludhiana
dedare that Reema is my real daughter
and in her Adhaar card, Pan Card, Voter
Card, her father name has been mentioned
as Subhash Kumar and in her educational
documents her father name has been
mentioned as Subash Kumar. Thatin my
Adhaar card, my husband name has been
mentioned as Subhash Kumar. Subhash
Kumar and Subash Kumar is one and the
same person i.e. my husbhand.

we, Babita Devi W/0 Shish Pal and Shish
Pal S/0 Lal Ram R/0 H. No. 8, Streetno 1,
New Sunder Nagar, Near Desh Bhagat
School Lohara Ludhiana declare that our
son Mandeep Kumar is out of our control
so we disown him from our movable and
immovable properties anybody deal with
him at their own risk.

I hitherto known as BALWINDER SINGH
TANGRIALIAS B PTANGRI S/0 HARJINDER
SINGH R/0 H.NO.4, 1ST FLOOR FLOOR,
ADJOINING DURGA MATA MANDIR M.1.G
FLATS B.R.S NAGAR LUDHIANA 141012
PUNJAB, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
BALVINDER SINGH .
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INDERJIT SINGH
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, July 24

Deputy Commissioner
Himanshu Jain on Thurs-
day inaugurated a new
academic block at Gov-
ernment Primary Smart
School, Sunet, marking
a significant step toward
enhancing educational in-
frastructure in the district.
The state-of-the-art
block, constructed at a
cost of Rs 25.5 lakh, was
funded by the Nehru Sid-
hant Kender Trust. The
inauguration ceremony
was attended by promi-
nent dignitaries, includ-
ing President of Nehru
Sidhant Kender Trust and
Vice-Chairman of Bharti
Enterprises Rakesh Bharti
Mittal, Vice-President Sunil
Gupta, General Secretary
Bipin Gupta, and other no-
table members of the Trust
and local administration.
In his address, Deputy
Commissioner Jain ex-
pressed heartfelt gratitude
to Rakesh Bharti Mittal and
the Nehru Sidhant Kender

Trust for their generous con-
tribution to the school. He
emphasized that the new
academic block, equipped
with modern facilities, will
empower students to ac-
cess smart and innovative
education, enabling them
to compete with their peers
from private institutions.
“This initiative is a
crucial step in bridging
the gap between govern-
ment and private school
education, ensuring that
our students have access
to quality learning envi-
ronments,” Jain stated.
He also highlighted the
district administration’s
commitment to further
improving educational
infrastructure.

Railway sets up first-ever Joint
Grievance Redressal Camp

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ferozepur, July 24

In aunique and commend-
ableinitiative under the ef-
fective and visionary tute-
lage of Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Sanjay
Sahu, the Firozpur Divi-
sion of Northern Railway
organised its first-ever Joint
Grievance Redressal Camp
today at the IOW Office.

The camp was aimed at
addressing issues related
to the maintenance of
railway colonies and staff
quarters, providing em-
ployees and their families
a platform to voice their
concerns directly. Officials
and supervisors from the
Engineering, Electrical,
and Medical departments
were present to personally
hear the grievances and
also record them in writing
for timely redressal on a
priority basis.

The main objective of
the camp was to provide
a one-stop solution to

Electrical,
and Medical
departments were
present to personally
hear the grievances
and also record
them in writing for
timely redressal on a
priority basis.

staff-related issues across
departments, eliminating
the need for employees to
visit multiple offices for
resolution.

Continuing this initia-
tive, similar grievance
redressal camps was or-
ganised at IOW offices in
Amritsar today and next in
Ludhiana on July 28, and
Jalandhar City on July 29.

This step not only re-
flects the administration’s
responsiveness and com-
mitment but also high-
lights Northern Railway’s
humane approach towards
the well-being of its em-
ployees.

PUNJAB

DC inaugurates 325.5 lakh
academic block at Sunet
Govt Primary Smart School

“Our goal is to create
an environment where
students can thrive and
develop the skills needed
to succeed in a competitive
world,” Jain stated.

Rakesh Bharti Mittal,
addressing the gathering,
reaffirmed the Trust’s ded-
ication to educational de-
velopment and announced
that the Nehru Sidhant
Kender Trust has adopt-
ed Government Primary
Smart School, Sunet, and
will provide fully equipped
smart classrooms to en-
hance the learning expe-
rience. He also praised
the collaborative efforts
of the Trust, the district
administration in making
this project a reality.

Langar committees, social organisations
must cooperate for smooth Mata Chintpurni

Mela: MLA Jimpa

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Hoshiarpur, July 24

Ahead of the Mata Chint-
purni Mela, which begins
later this month, MLA Bram
Shankar Jimpa convened a
crucial coordination meet-
ing with administrative of-
ficials, langar committees,
and representatives of social
organizations at the District
Administrative Complex.
The meeting aimed to en-
sure seamless arrangements
for the large influx of devo-
tees expected at the annual
religious fair.

The MLA was joined by
Deputy Commissioner Aa-
shika Jain, SSP Sandeep
Kumar Malik, and Mayor
Surinder Kumar, among
other senior officials.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Jimpa emphasized that
the successful conduct of
the mela depends on close
collaboration between the
district administration and
community-led langar com-
mittees and organizations.
“Without their cooperation,
managing the event smooth-
ly would be a difficult task,”
he stated.

He praised the admin-
istration’s ongoing efforts
to promote a plastic-free
environment, particularly by
encouraging langars to stop
using single-use plastics. To
support this initiative, the
administration in coordina-
tion with the Municipal Cor-
poration and the Pollution
Control Board will distribute
35 lakh worth of eco-friendly
plates, glasses, and spoons
to langar committees that
may still be unknowingly
using plastic.

Jimpa urged all langar
organizers to: Avoid using
single-use plastic, Maintain
proper cleanliness, Refrain
from serving langar on road-
sides to prevent traffic dis-
ruption.

He also instructed the
PWD and Municipal Corpo-
ration to immediately repair

potholes on roads leading to
Mata Chintpurni to ensure
smooth and safe travel for
devotees.

Deputy Commissioner
Aashika Jain requested
langar committees to sub-
mit formal applications to
the SDM office for per-
missions regarding langar
setup and loudspeaker us-
age. This, she said, would
allow the administration to
maintain clear communi-
cation and better manage
any traffic or emergency
issues.

She also advised devo-
tees to avoid using heavy
goods vehicles, which can
cause traffic congestion
and safety concerns. SSP
Sandeep Kumar Malik
called for full cooperation
between langar commit-
tees and the police.

Ferozepur’s 35 rural women placed in jobs
after training under DDU-GKY scheme

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU

Ferozepur, July 24

In a significant step to-
wards empowering rural
women with skills and
employment, 35 female
candidates trained under
the Deen Dayal Upad-
hyaya Grameen Kaush-
alya Yojana (DDU-GKY)
have secured jobs at the
Flipkart Warehouse in

Farrukhnagar, District
Gurugram, Haryana. Dr.
Nidhi Kumud shared this
information, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(Development), Ferozepur.

These candidates re-
ceived skill training for
the role of Warehouse As-
sociates through Swami
Pragyanand Educational
and Welfare Society. After
completing the training,

they were sent to Guru-
gram for placement. A
farewell and felicitation
ceremony was held on the
occasion, during which Dr.
Nidhi Kumud and Har-
jinder Singh, District De-
velopment and Panchayat
Officer, Ferozepur, extend-
ed their best wishes for the
candidates’ bright future.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Nidhi Kumud

BJP will contest elections alone in Punjab
in 2027, says Ashwani Sharma

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, July 24

The BJP will contest the
2027 Punjab Assembly elec-
tions on its own, newly ap-
pointed BJP Working State
President Ashwani Sharma
announced. He stated that
ever since being entrusted
with this new responsibility
by the party high command,
he has been touring Punjab
and making tireless efforts to
strengthen the party across
the state.

On his arrival in Ludhi-
ana, Ashwani Sharma re-
ceived a warm welcome from
BJP leaders and workers at
Guru Nanak Dev Bhawan,

‘Ocean of Divine Wisdom: Aad
Guru Granth Sahib’ released at

Gurdwara Sacha Marg, Seattle

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Seattle/Ludhiana, July 23

The book “Ocean of Di-
vine Wisdom: Aad Guru
Granth Sahib” was cer-
emoniously released at
Gurdwara Sahib Sacha
Marg in Seattle (USA)
by esteemed scholar Dr
Harchand Singh and
Gurdwara Committee
President Harshinder
Singh Sandhu.

The event was graced by
the presence of Krishan
Kumar Bawa, President of
Baba Banda Singh Baha-
dur International Founda-
tion; Daljit Singh Hiso-
wal, Vice President and
Trustee of Rakba Bhavan
(International Founda-

tion); social worker Mata
Pushpa Rani, widely rec-
ognized for her service
to the underprivileged;
Mahinder Mahi; noted
author Balihar Singh;
and Avtar Singh Grewal
Dhandra, General Secre-
tary of the Foundation.
The ceremony echoed
with slogans and spiri-
tual fervor, marking the
occasion with deep rev-
erence and unity. Bawa
expressed gratitude for the
collective support.
While addressing the

gathering, Dr. Harchand
Singh and Sandhu high-
lighted that the book,
based on the teachings
of the Gurus and other
banikars whose hymns
are included in the holy
scripture, was developed
under the patronage of
the Baba Banda Singh Ba-
hadur Charitable Trust,
Rakba (Ludhiana). The
book features scholarly in-
sights by Dr. Anurag Singh
and artistic illustrations
by renowned photo-artist
R.M. Singh.

under the leadership of Dis-
trict BJP President Rajneesh
Dhiman.

Addressing the media at
the event, Sharma noted that
the BJP had contested all
seats independently in both
the 2022 Punjab Assembly
elections and the recently
concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tions. He claimed that BJP

Under Jeevanjot 2.

workers are full of enthu-
siasm and are determined
to make the lotus bloom in
Punjab.

Commenting on the AAP
government’s campaign
against drugs, Sharma ques-
tioned how a Chief Minister
who “remains intoxicated
all day” could be expected
to make Punjab drug-free.

0, DCPU inspects

to prevent child begging

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ferozepur, July 24

As part of the ongoing
Project Jeevanjot 2.0,
launched by the Punjab
Government to safe-
guard children’s rights,
the District Child Protec-
tion Unit (DCPU) Feroz-
epur, under the guidance
of Deputy Commissioner
Deepshikha Sharma and
District Program Offi-
cer Richika Nanda, con-
ducted a joint checking
operation in collabora-
tion with the Ferozepur
Cantonment Police.

The inspection covered
key locations including the
railway station, bus stand,
Sheetla Mata Mandir, and
Cantt Bazaar. During the
operation, no children
were found begging at
these sites. The team in-

cluded Child Protection
Officer Seema Rani, Ash-
ish Sharma, Amanjot, Gur-
meet Singh, Gagandeep
Singh, and police person-
nel Ramanpreet Singh and
Harjeet Singh.

Besides, the team in-
spected Sher Shah Wali
Chowk, where they inter-
acted with elderly beggars
who confirmed that no
children were involved in
begging activities in the
area. This indicates a posi-
tive impact of the Punjab
government’s efforts to
eliminate child begging.

District Child Protec-
tion Officer Baljinder
Singh stated that any in-
formation related to the
safety and well-being of
children can be shared
with their office or re-
ported through the Child
Helpline number 1098.

emphasised that women’s
participation in the work-
force is crucial for their
economic self-reliance. She
appreciated the initiative,
calling it a meaningful ef-
fort for the bright future of
rural girls.

Harjinder Singh also en-
couraged the candidates
to work with dedication
and become role models
in their villages.

bright
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July 31 last day to pay pending
property tax without interest

and penalty

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, July 24

With July 31, 2025 last
day to submit the pending
property tax without any
interest and penalty, Mu-
nicipal Corporation (MC)
Commissioner Aaditya
Dachalwal has appealed
the residents to avail the
benefits of the One Time
Settlement (OTS) scheme
and submit the pending
property tax by July 31.

MC Commissioner
Dachalwal held a meet-
ing with the Zonal Com-
missioners, Zonal Super-
intendents among other
officials at MC Zone D
office in Sarabha Nagar
on Thursday and directed
them to expedite the re-
covery of dues from the
residents. The officials
have also been directed to
tighten the noose around
defaulters.

MC Additional Com-
missioner Paramdeep
Singh, Assistant Com-
missioner (UT) Dr Pra-
gati Rani, Zonal Commis-
sioner (Zone A) Abhishek
Sharma, Zonal Commis-
sioner (Zone B ) Neeraj
Jain, Zonal Commission-
er (Zone C) Gurpal Singh,
Zonal Commissioner
(Zone D) Jasdev Singh
Sekhon among other of-
ficials were present in the
meeting.

Similar directions have
also been issued to the of-
ficials of operations and
maintenance (O&M) cell
for recovery of water/sew-

SDMs visit Mand area villages to
review flood control measures;
situation under control

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Phagwara, July 24

Acting on the directives
of Deputy Commissioner
Kapurthala, Amit Kumar
Panchal, Sub-Divisional
Magistrates (SDMs) from
Bholath, Kapurthala, and
Sultanpur Lodhi visited
several Mand area villages
on Wednesday to assess
flood preparedness and in-
teract with local residents.

Deputy Commissioner
Panchal stated that SDMs
have been instructed to
make regular visits to areas
vulnerable to flooding dur-
ing the monsoon season and
maintain close contact with
the public to ensure timely
response and continuous
monitoring of the situation.

It is noteworthy that just
days earlier, DC Panchal
himself visited key flood-
prone areas of Bholath,
Dhilwan, and Sultanpur
Lodhi, including the Dhus-

si Bandh in Kapurthala
district. During his visit,
he reviewed the progress
of stone stud installation
and other precautionary
measures being imple-
mented to counter po-
tential flooding.

Additionally, the Drain-
age Department has been
tasked with providing
timely updates on water
releases from dams. A Dis-
trict-Level Control Room
has been set up to coordi-
nate efforts and respond to
public inquiries. Citizens
can contact the control
room at 01822-231990 for
any flood-related informa-
tion or assistance.

Officials from the Drain-
age Department are also
conducting continuous
patrols along the Dhussi
Bandh, and sand-filled
bags have been pre-po-
sitioned at sensitive loca-
tions to be deployed in case
of an emergency.

MC Commissioner
Dachalwal ordered
the concerned
officials that camps
should also be
organised in the
city under the OTS
scheme so that the
residents should
get the maximum
benefit of the
scheme.

er bills from the residents.

The officials stated that
the property tax has to
be paid on a self assess-
ment basis every year. If
the property owner fails
to pay the property tax,
a 20 percent penalty
and 18 percent annual
interest on the pending
amount is charged by the
civic body.

Under this OTS policy,
the residents can now
submit the pending tax
by July 31, 2025 without
any penalty or interest.
The pending tax can be
submitted at the suvidha
kendras situated in the
zonal offices of the civic
body.

MC Commissioner
Dachalwal ordered the
concerned officials that
camps should also be or-
ganised in the city under
the OTS scheme so that
the residents should get
the maximum benefit of
the scheme. Further bulk
messages should also be
sent to the residents on
their mobile phones.

Two women
sentenced to
12 years Rl for
drug smuggling

K.G. SHARMA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, July 24

The Special Court of
Additional Sessions
Judge Harvinder
Singh has sentenced
two women Keron
Bala alias Minna,

a resident of Sant
Nagar, Chuharpur
Road, Ludhiana,

and Soman Bala, a
resident of Durgapuri,
Haibowal to 12 years
of rigorous imprison-
ment under Section
21 of the NDPS Act
for drug smuggling.

In addition to the
sentence, the court also
imposed a fine of X1
lakh each.

In default of pay-
ment, both convicts
will undergo an ad-
ditional one year of rig-
orous imprisonment.

Jasvir Garhi meets Indian Ambassador
Dr Madan Mohan Sethi

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh/Auckland, July 24

Punjab State Scheduled
Castes Commission Chair-
man Jasvir Singh Garhi met
Indian Ambassador to New
Zealand Dr Madan Mohan
Sethi. During this meeting,
Garhi discussed with Sethi
the issues of the Punjabi
community living in New
Zealand.

He requested the Indian
Ambassador to take special
steps to increase trade ac-

tivities between New Zea-
land and Punjab so that
the farmers of Punjab can
become more prosperous.
He said that most of the
people from Punjab who
have settled in New Zea-

land are excelling in the
field of agriculture.

Dr Sethi asked Garhi to
send a delegation from the
Punjab government to in-
crease investment between
Punjab and New Zealand.
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Indo-UK trade deal

hat promises to be a game changer

for the two countries, India and UK

have signed a free trade deal which

is aimed at giving a multi-billion

pound export boost. UK cars and
whisky will be cheaper to export to India and Indian
textiles and jewellery cheaper to export to the UK
under the agreement. The deal took three years to
reach and also commits to a new India-UK plan to
tackle illegal migration.

The deal was signed by the Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his Biritish counterpart Sir Keir
Starmer during his visit to London. Both the leaders
have described the deal as historic. Speaking at the
signing at the UK prime minister’s country residence
Chequers, Sir Keir said the UK-India agreement
was “the biggest and most economically significant”
trade deal Britain has made since Brexit.

“The UK has been negotiating a deal like this for
many years, but it is this government that got it
done, and with it, we’re sending a very powerful
message that Britain is open for business, and that
is already generating huge confidence,” he said. The
deal will create more than 2,200 British jobs across
the country, said Sir Keir, as Indian firms expand
their operations in the UK and British companies
secure new business opportunities in India. Ac-
cording to him, a trade deal was “not the extent or
the limit of our collaboration with India” a country
with which the UK has “unique bonds of history, of
family and of culture, and we want to strengthen
our relationship further”.

Modi hailed what he called “a blueprint for our
shared prosperity”. “On the one hand, Indian textiles,
footwear, gems and jewellery, seafood, engineering
goods will get better market access in the UK... On
the other hand, people and industries in India will
be able to access products made in the UK, such as
medical devices and aerospace parts, at affordable
and attractive prices.”

The UK government says the deal - announced
in May after years of negotiations - will boost the
British economy by £4.8bn a year. The agreement
was okayed by the Indian cabinet earlier this week
but has not yet been agreed by the UK parliament
and is expected to take at least a year to come into
effect. The agreement includes lower tariffs on
clothing and shoes, cars, food, including frozen
prawns, jewellery and gems. The government also
emphasised the benefit to economic growth and job
creation from UK firms expanding exports to India.

UK exports that will see levies fall include gin
and whisky, aerospace, electricals and medical
devices.

Cosmetics, lamb, salmon, chocolates and bis-
cuits, luxury cars. The UK already imports £11bn
in goods from India but the lower tariffs agreed
will make Indian exports cheaper, including for
components used in advanced manufacturing.

Indian manufacturers are also expected to gain
access to the UK market for electric and hybrid
vehicles.

Average tariffs for UK exports to India will
drop from 15% to 3%, making it easier for British
companies to sell goods in India. Whisky tariffs
for exports to India have been slashed in half,
from 150% to 75%, giving the UK an immedi-
ate advantage over international competitors in
reaching the Indian market, and the tariff will
drop to 40% by 2035.

The two prime ministers have also agreed on closer
collaboration around defence, education, climate,
technology and innovation. Enhanced intelligence
sharing and operational collaboration will also as-
sist in tackling corruption, serious fraud, organised
crime, and irregular migration. This includes finalis-
ing a new sharing agreement for criminal records,
which will assist court proceedings, help maintain
accurate watchlists, and enable the enforcement
of travel bans.
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Indian space sector poised to boost tech
and economic growth: Jitendra Singh

India’s space
sector is set to
play a major role
in advancing

the country’s
technological
and economic
growth, said
Union Minister of
State for Science
and Technology
Jitendra Singh,
in the Parliament
on Thursday

ndia’s High-Net-Worth

ndia’s space sector is set to play

a major role in advancing the

country’s technological and

economic growth, said Union

Minister of State for Science
and Technology Jitendra Singh, in the
Parliament on Thursday.

In a written reply in the Rajya Sabha,
Singh charted the measures undertaken
by the government in boosting the space
sector.

“With the landmark space reforms
in 2020, the Government has liber-
alised the Indian space sector and
constituted the Indian National
Space Promotion and Authorization
Centre (IN-SPACe),” Singh said

“The Indian space sector is poised
to play a transformative role in
the country’s technological and
economic growth story,” he added.

Post the announcement of space
sector reforms in 2020, the number
of registered space start-ups has
grown exponentially to over 300,
he said.

IN-SPACe has also facilitated
two successful sub-orbital flights
from Indian space start-ups in
November 2022 and May 2024,
respectively. In addition, six NGEs
have launched fourteen satellites
into orbit, demonstrating their

and Ultra-High-Net-Worth
(HNW and UHNW) popula-
tion is set to grow at 11-15
per cent CAGR through

capabilities.

Another parameter to gauge the
impact of space sector reforms is by
the number of proposals submitted for
facilitation and authorisation.

“IN-SPACe has received a total of
658 applications from more than 380
NGE:s for various activities. This sup-
port extended to Launch Vehicles and
subsystems (89), Satellite launch and
Subsystems (236), Ground Segment
(43), Space applications (124), Pro-
motional and Design Lab activities
(121), till March,” the MoS said.

IN-SPACe has also issued 77

authorizations, signed 79 MoUs,
issued 59 registration certificates
to 31 data disseminators, signed
91 Joint Project Implementation
Plans (JPIPs), and 79 transfer of
technology agreements from 2020
till March this year. The MoS had
earlier projected the space sector
to surge to $44 billion, marking a
nearly fivefold growth.

However, Singh noted that the space
sector “must be positioned as a stra-
tegic enabler, not the sole engine of
economic expansion”.

It “should be seen as a catalyst for
broader sectoral development, not
as a standalone pillar,” Singh added.

The Minister suggested positioning
the space sector as an enabler across
sectors; promote cross-sector innova-
tion and convergence with fields like
Al, quantum computing, biotech;
promote a balanced innovation port-
folio and build policy and investment
guardrails, for balancing rapid expan-
sion without getting over-reliant on
the space sector.

“India should use space to enable
socio-economic impact more distrib-
uted and inclusive, through a diver-
sified innovation-led growth model,
where space acts as an integrator and
enabler,” Singh said. IANS

India’s ultra-rich population set to grow
at 11-15 pc CAGR through 2034: Report

India’s High-Net-
Worth and Ultra-
High-Net-Worth

2034, fast becoming a must-watch
market for global luxury companies,

areport said on Thursday.

As wealth creation accelerates and
a young, brand-conscious demo-
graphic rises, brands are setting the
stage for deeper local engagement,
Boston Consulting Group said in its

latest report.

The future of luxury lies in re-
focusing on craftsmanship, person-
alisation and intimate experiences --
especially in emerging markets like
India, where aspiration is increas-
ingly backed by affluence, the report

emphasised.

However, the report also revealed

a fundamental shift in the luxury

market.

For the first time in more than a
decade, the ‘Personal Luxury Goods
Market’ is experiencing a slowdown
in growth, with flat to slightly nega-
tive performance expected in 2025.

The aspirational consumers — the
entry point for many into luxury
— are pulling back, while top-tier
clients are confirmed to become the

report highlighted.

to the report.

key engine for long-term value, the

“The global luxury market is at an
inflexion point — while aspirational
consumers pull back, top-tier cli-
ents, who make up just 0.1 per cent
of the population, are driving 23 per
cent of all luxury spend,” according

Aspirational buyers have slipped
away, who were once accounting for

(HNW and UHNW)
population is set to
grow at 11-15 per
cent CAGR through
2034, fast becoming
a must-watch market
for global luxury
companies, a report
said on Thursday.

70 per cent of the luxury market.

They have lost almost 15 percent-
age points in share as affordability
concerns rise, the report noted.

As per the report, luxury was once
the realm of the few, but in the race
for scale, much of the industry lost
its soul and traded exclusivity for
reach and stability.

The most resilient brands are
those focused on top-tier clients -

clients that spend on average 355
euros per year on luxury and build
on an underlying HNWT audience
of over 900,000 individuals grow-
ing around 10 per cent annually.
Building a stronger luxury indus-
try means returning to what made it
exceptional in the first place, espe-
cially for top-tier clients, the report
highlighted.

IANS

Most Indian leaders believe GenAl can modernise
drive efficiency at scale

treasury operations,

usinesses in In-

dia are increas-

ingly leveraging

Al, automa-

tion and green
finance to drive innovation
and strengthen opera-
tional resilience, supported
domestically by structural
tailwinds from one of the
fastest-growing major
economies, a report said on
Thursday.

About 79 per cent of
Indian CFOs and treasurers
believe that Generative Al
and Al-powered tools will
help risk mitigation and en-
hance treasury operations,
according to DBS-EY’s joint
report.

According to the report,
companies have started
to plan for the long-term
effects of a shifting global
landscape.

“The new reality is in-
creasingly being defined by
uncertainty, and within this
context, a discernible shift is
underway for treasury and
finance leaders who are not
only strategic enablers for

their companies, but also
managers of business risk,”
said Divyesh Dalal, Manag-
ing Director and Head-
Global Transaction Services,
DBS Bank India.

In India, 80 per cent of
businesses affirmed that
sustainable trade finance so-
lutions like green bonds and
Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG)-linked
loans will support green
initiatives and compliance

with green standards.

As the world looks to
India to drive future growth,
these leaders are assuming
enhanced responsibilities
as they step up to guide
business diversification and
linked capital allocation
along with building resilient
supply chains while keeping
their overall institutional
ESG principles in mind,
Dalal added.

Globally, some 69 per

cent of leaders said they are
exploring Gen AI-powered
solutions to optimise inven-
tory forecasting, overcome
prolonged receivables col-
lection periods and improve
cash conversion cycles, the
report noted.

The report was prepared
based on input from 800
finance leaders, including
Chief Financial Officers
(CFOs) and corporate trea-
surers, across seven sectors
and 14 markets.

Enabling green initiatives
and ensuring compliance
with sustainability stan-
dards remained a priority
for half of respondents.

Companies said they
were considering various
approaches to advance sus-
tainability, including using
digital tools to enhance the
rigour of ESG reporting (77
per cent of respondents),
partnerships with ESG
ecosystem networks (64
per cent) and sustainable
trade finance solutions (63
per cent), the report high-
lighted.

According to the report,
approximately 50 per cent
of finance leaders said sup-
ply chain reconfiguration
continued to be a priority
to diversify and strengthen
their manufacturing foot-
print to be closer to custom-
€ers across regions.

“Businesses are grappling
with the confluence of sev-
eral larger trends which are
accelerating simultaneously
- the ubiquity of AI, climate
change, geopolitical uncer-
tainty and evolving trade
complexities,” said Santanu
Mitra, Managing Director
and Country Head-Corpo-
rate Banking, DBS Bank
India. IANS

DISCLAIMER: The opinions ex-
pressed in the articles published
in these columns are the personal
opinions of the authors. The facts
and opinions appearing in the
articles do not reflect the views
of Bright Punjab Express and
Bright Punjab Express does not
assume any responsibility or
liability for the same.



Counterinsurgency
operations continue in
Manipur, 10 militants
arrested

IMPHAL : (IANS) With ten
militants of various banned
outfits arrested during the
past 24 hours, joint central
and state forces intensified
their counterinsurgency
operation to nab the armed
extremists. A senior police of-
ficial said the ten militants ar-
rested in six districts Imphal
West, Imphal East, Bishnu-
pur, Kakching, Tengnoupal
and Tamenglong belong
to Kangleipak Communist
Party (KCP), People’s Revo-
lutionary Party of Kangleipak
(PREPAK) and People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA). Out of
ten militants, one each active
cadre of PREPAK and PLA
outfits was arrested from the
Tengnoupal district, which
shares an unfenced border
with Myanmar. Various
materials, including mobile
handsets, various documents,
some arms and ammunition
and huge Indian currencies
were recovered from the pos-
session of the arrested mili-
tants. IANS

Devotees flock to
Cauvery river for ‘Aadi

Amavasya’ rituals

CHENNAI: Thousands of
devotees from across Tamil
Nadu and neighbouring
states thronged the banks
of the Cauvery River on
Thursday to observe Aadi
Amavasya, a day dedicated
to paying homage to an-
cestors. Traditional rituals
were held at key pilgrimage
centres including Bhavani
Kooduthurai, Kodumudi,
and Karungalpalayam in
Erode district. The holy dip
in the Cauvery, especially at
the confluence points like
Bhavani Kooduthurai near
the Sangameswarar Temple,
is considered highly auspi-
cious on this day. Devotees
began arriving in the early
hours, leading to significant
traffic congestion around
the temple premises. I1ANS

DELHI/NCR
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NEWSBRIEFS  Greater Noida road to be Uproar in Bihar assembly over SIR; Tejashwi
calls minister ‘Monkey’, standoff deepens

connected with airport

NOIDA, JULY 24

The Greater Noida authority
has proposed constructing
a 3-km road link to connect
the city’s 130-metre-wide
road with the 120-metre-
wide Yamuna City Road in
a push to improve regional
mobility ahead of the op-
erationalisation of Noida
International Airport.
The move aims to estab-
lish seamless connectivity
from Noida Extension to the
upcoming greenfield airport
in Jewar, officials said.
The missing stretch has
long been a bottleneck in
direct travel from Greater
Noida West and Ghaziabad
to the airport zone. Once
completed, the new link will
allow uninterrupted travel
via the 130-metre-wide
road, which currently runs
from Char Murti Chowk to
Sirsa village, covering about
30km, according to officials.
The detailed project re-

port (DPR) is likely to be
ready within the next two
months, and the funding
share will be finalised after
discussions with the Yamu-
na Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(Yeida) and other authori-
ties, officials said. A meeting
for the same is expected to
take place soon, they added.

“This road will boost con-
nectivity and help commut-
ers from Ghaziabad, Noida
Extension and Noida to
reach Noida International
Airport through this new
route once the 3-km stretch
is built,” said Sumit Yadav,
additional chief executive of-
ficer, Greater Noida Author-
ity. “We will discuss this issue
with the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Au-
thority (Yeida) and the Uttar
Pradesh irrigation depart-
ment to take this project to
the next stage.”

Yadav, along with officials
from the authority’s project

department, conducted a
site inspection on Monday
to evaluate the incomplete
segment and assess further
action. Officials confirmed
that coordination with
Yeida will be necessary to
determine how and when
construction can begin.
Land under the jurisdic-
tion of the irrigation depart-
ment also falls along the pro-
posed alignment, making
inter-departmental collabo-
ration critical, officials said.
Additionally, the authority
plans to build a rotary at the
Ghangola roundabout, where
the 130-metre road currently
ends, they added.
Recognising the expected
spike in traffic once the air-
port becomes operational
by the end of 2025, Greater
Noida authority CEO Ravi
Kumar NG has directed
staff to expedite widening
work along the 130-metre
corridor to accommodate
future demand. PTI

PATNA, JULY 24

The fourth day of the mon-
soon session of the Bihar
Legislative Assembly wit-
nessed a massive uproar as
opposition MLAs continued
their protest demanding a
discussion on Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
voter lists.

While Deputy Chief Min-
ister Samrat Chaudhary was
explaining the government’s
stand on SIR, Leader of Op-
position Tejashwi Yadav
interrupted, accusing him
of lying repeatedly, leading
to a heated exchange.

A minister stood to coun-
ter Tejashwi, prompting Te-
jashwi to retort, “Sit down...
why do you start jumping
like a monkey?”

The remark triggered an-
gry protests from the trea-
sury benches, with all ruling
party ministers standing
up in protest, stalling the
proceedings.

Following the monkey

comments, Cabinet Minister
Prem Kumar, while interact-
ing with the media persons
outside the assembly, said
that Tejashwi Yadav has used
an unparliamentary word
during the proceedings of
the house on Thursday, and
he should apologise for it.
Samrat Chaudhary stated,
“About 18 lakh dead voters
identified, 26 lakh identi-
fied as having migrated.
The migration out of Bihar
dropped from 11 per cent
in 2005 to below 2 per cent
now,” Chaudhary said while
recalling Lalu Prasad’s 1992
statement on removing infil-
trators from Bihar.
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Questioning the timing
and process of SIR, Tejashwi
Yadav said, “If fake voters
exist, does it mean every elec-
tion since 2003 was fake?”
He blamed Nitish Kumar
(Chief Minister since 2005)
and PM Modi (in power for
11 years) for any alleged in-
filtrators on the voter lists.

He demanded an assur-
ance from Chief Minister
Nitish that no Bihari’s name
will be removed from the list.

Tejashwi Yadav also
highlighted that even JDU
MPs and NDA allies like
Chandrababu Naidu’s party
have concerns about the

SIR process.

PTI

15 Maoists surrender in
Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada

DANTEWADA, JULY 24

In asignificant breakthrough
for Chhattisgarh’s anti-insur-
gency and rehabilitation ef-
forts, 15 Maoists, including five
carrying cash rewards totalling
Rs171akh, surrendered before
senior police and CRPF of-
ficials in Dantewada district
on Thursday.

The move is being hailed
as a major success under the
ongoing ‘Lon Varratu’ and
‘Puna Margem’ campaigns
in the Bastar region.

Among the surrendered
were high-profile operatives
such as Budhram alias Lalu
Kuharam (Rs 8 lakh), Ka-
mli alias Moti Potavi (Rs 5
lakh), Pojja Madkam (Rs 2
lakh), and two women cad-
res - Aayate alias Sangeeta
Sodi and Pandey Madvi -
each carrying a Rs 1 lakh

bounty, senior police officer
Udit Pushkar said.

Maoist couple Budhram
and Kamli had been active
in Maoist ranks for over two
decades and were involved in
multiple violent incidents tar-
geting security forces, he said.

The Maoists surrendered
in the presence of Superin-
tendent of Police Gaurav
Rai, DIG Kamlochan
Kashyap, and Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF)
officer Rakesh Chaudhary,
who reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to re-
habilitation. IANS

Fed up with power crisis, residents of Jharkhand’s
Pakur block road for 10 hours

PAKUR (JHARKHAND), JULY 24

Frustrated over prolonged
power cuts, hundreds of resi-
dents in Jharkhand’s Pakur
took to the streets, blocking
the Pakur-Dhuliyan main
road for nearly 10 hours.

The protest, which be-
gan around Wednesday
midnight, ended only on
Thursday afternoon after
officials held talks with the
agitated villagers.

Protesters warned that if
the power situation doesn’t
improve within 24 hours,
they will resume their agi-
tation.

Residents alleged that
the district receives only
2-3 hours of electricity
daily, worsening the plight
of people amid severe heat
and humidity.

Will deliver over 1,100 Arogya Mandirs
by March 2026: Delhi CM

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

Claiming that 93 lakh health
cards have been issued to
citizens, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Thursday
reiterated her government’s
commitment to operational-
ising over 1,100 Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs (AAMs) by
March 2026.

“Delhi has been continu-
ously receiving a blessing,
that is Ayushman Bhav. The
ongoing addition of health-
care facilities, one after an-
other, is, in my view, play-
ing a crucial role in keeping
Delhi healthy,” she said while

launching 34 new AAMs.
“Making Delhi healthy, giv-
ing better health services to
each citizen and digitalisation
of the entire system is our
target,” she said, speaking

14 govt school students to visit Germany
for vocational training: Delhi CM

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

Fourteen top-performing
students from Delhi govern-
ment schools on Thursday
received special tips as Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta and
Minister Ashish Sood in-
teracted with them ahead
of their vocational training
in Germany.

At a special felicitation
ceremony held at the Del-
hi Secretariat, CM Gupta
and Education Minister

Ashish Sood praised the
students who, despite
limited resources, gave
wings to their dreams
through hard work and
excellence.

The 14 selected students
from Delhi Government
schools will soon study in
Germany under the APAL
(Ausbildung Programm fiir
Auszubildende in Deutsch-
land) Project 2025 for a
vocational education and
training programme. PTI

to reporters at Delhi Secre-
tariat. She also highlighted
how 93 lakh ABHA cards,
also known as the Ayush-
man Bharat Health Account
digital health ID, are allowing

citizens to manage and share
their medical records digitally
with healthcare providers.
“Over 4 lakh people have
been registered under the
Ayushman scheme and over
2,000 people have availed
services under it,” she said,
adding that nearly 3 lakh
cards have been issued under
the Pradhan Mantri Vaya
Vandana Yojana (PMVVY).
“Delhi is moving very fast
in the direction of becom-
ing a healthy city,” she said,
thanking Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi for supporting
better health infrastructure
and care for all. IANS

They said schoolchil-
dren’s studies are suffering,
and the elderly and sick are
facing serious difficulties.
Despite repeated com-
plaints to the authorities,
no action has been taken
so far, they claimed.

The blockade caused a
massive traffic jam on the
Pakur-Dhulian road, leav-
ing vehicles stranded for
hours. Protesters raised
slogans against the Elec-

tricity Department. Zonal
Officer in-charge Sameer
Alfred Murmu and Mufas-
sil Police Station in-charge
Sanjeev Jha reached the spot
and assured the villagers
that the issue would be ad-
dressed.

Murmu acknowledged
the severity of the situation
and said a meeting with
the district administration
and power officials would be
convened soon to improve

the supply. Only after this
assurance did the villagers
lift the blockade.

This is not an isolated in-
cident. Just a few days ago,
residents of Gopalpur village
under Hiranpur police sta-
tion blocked the Hiranpur-
Dangapada main road for
nearly four hours over a
faulty transformer.

Similarly, on June 5, peo-
plein Littipada had blocked
the Littipada-Sahibganj
road near Tilka Manjhi
Chowk, protesting low volt-
age and erratic supply.

Rural consumers say that
irregular power supply has
become a persistent problem,
severely impacting their daily

Mahima-Gosain
Express’ coach
derails near
Sambalpur, no
casualties

BHUBANESWAR, JULY 24

A general coach of Mahima
Gosain Express derailed
near Sambalpur City Rail-
way station on Thursday
morning, triggering panic
among passengers.

According to initial re-
ports, the incident occurred
just minutes before the train
was scheduled to arrive at
Sambalpur City Station.

The train was on its
scheduled route from
Bhubaneswar to Sambal-
pur when the derailment
occurred.

The East Coast Railway
(ECoR) sources revealed
that the rear trolley of a
general coach next to the
guard van of 20831 Shali-
mar-Sambalpur Express
derailed near Sambalpur
City Station. A major ac-
cident was averted as the
train was moving slowly.

“A minor derailment
occurred this morning at
09.22 hours. One trolley
of a General Coach of Train
No. 20831 Mahima Gosain
Express, got off track. The
train runs from Shalimar
to Sambalpur. The incident
took place in the Sambal-
pur city-Sambalpur section,
shortly after the train de-
parted from Sambalpur city
at 09.18 hours at a very slow
speed,” informed the ECoR
in an official statement.

Railway officials, along
with personnel from the
local police, rushed to the
site and launched immedi-
ate rescue and restoration
operations. PTI

lives. They warned that if of-
ficials fail to act on their latest
promises, they will launch a
larger agitation. IANS

PUBLIC NOTICE

I hitherto known as SUKHMAN SINGH
TANGRI S/0 BALVINDER SINGH R/0
H.NO.4,FIRSTFLOOR, ADJOINING DURGA
MATAMANDIRM.1.GFLATS B.R.SNAGAR
BLOCK-F, LUDHIANA 141012 PUNJAB, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as SUKHMAN SINGH.

I hitherto known as SUKHBIR SINGH
S/0 BEANT SINGH R/0 H.N0.310,NEAR
MASJID, BHAI RANDHIR SINGH
NAGAR,SUNET LDISTT LUDHIANA
141012 PUNJAB, INDIA have changed
myname and shall hereafter be known
as RAJBIR SINGH RANDHAWA .

I, Amarjit Kaur W/0 Ajaib Singh R/OH. No.
215 PremNagar GhumarMandiLudhiana
dedare thatmysonJagtarSinghand his
wife Amrit Kaur are out of my control so
| disown them from my movable and
immovable properties anybody deal

Delhi Police arrest two cyber criminals
impersonating bank officials from

Jharkhand, Bengal

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

The Delhi Police have ar-
rested two cybercriminals
accused of impersonating
bank officials and defraud-
ing people of their money.
The two were identified as
Shankar Dan, 27, and Pradeep
Kumar Dan, 26. Both are resi-
dents of Dhanbad, Jharkhand.
Shankar Dan was arrested in
Jharkhand, Pardeep was held
in West Bengal’s Birbhum.
A team from the Cyber
Police Station of South-West
District arrested the two fol-
lowing a complaint filed on
June 30. With their arrest, six
smartphones, including the
calling device and the device

which was used for running
the billdesk application during
fraud, have been recovered.
The police in a media state-
ment on Thursday said that
a case of cyber financial fraud
was registered based on a com-
plaint wherein the complain-
ant alleged that on June 30,
he received a phone call from
an unknown number.  PTI

1, MOHINDER SINGH S/0 Sadhu Singh,
R/oVijay Nagar, Jalal Bhulana, District
Kapurthala, Punjab, declare that my
son RAMANDEEP SINGH and his wife
PAWANDEEP KAUR are out of my
control. They both make dispute with
me and my family. | dis-inherit my son
and his wife from all my moveable and
immovable property. Any person deals
with my said son and his wife he will
do so at his own risk.

|, Ashutosh Kundlas aged about 19years
S/0Sh. Kuldeep Singh R/0 Ward no. 3, Sai
Road, Suraj Majra Labana Baddi Distt
Solan H.P dedare that actual name of
my father is Kuldeep Singh but in my
10th & 12th certificates issued by (BSE
has been wrongly recorded as Kuldeep
Singh Kundlas. Now Iwantto get father
name corrected as Kuldeep Singh in
certificates.

| Mohan Lal (Aadhar 5286-4526-3902)
S/o Late Kashi Ram R/o H.no. 2430, Gali
No. 3, Bhagat Singh Colony Moti Nagar
(Ludhiana) dedare thatmy nameis Mohan
Laland I believe that Mohan Laland Manu
Lal are the names of the same person.

Classifieds

with themat theirownrisk.............
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LOST AND FOUND

I, Kalim Khan S/0 Mohammad
Israil R/0 H. No 325, 06 Tibba road
Ludhiana declare that I have lost
Original Sale deeds Wasika No
16728 dated 14/3/2008 and said
document unique I'd (DDR) SR. No.
612161/2025 has also been lodged
in PSOCTibba Ludhiana City Hence
the'said original documents arenot
available. 1 am informing about the
same to everyone via newspaper
thatif have any objection regarding
the same then please respond me
within 7 days if the same is found by
anyone then please informed mobile
number 7986408658.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to whom so ever it may
concern that Raman Kapoor S/o. Bhola Nath
Kapoor R/o. H.N0.107, KVM Colony, Ashok Vihar,
Rishi Nagar, Ludhiana is the owner of property
measuring 500 sq. yds. situated at Ayali Khurd,
Locaility Shaheed Sukhdev Nagar, Tehsil and
District Ludhiana vide Sale Deed bearing Wasika
No.21358 Dated 30/03/2012 Comprised in Khasra
No. 23//11/2, 20, 21, 33//11/1, 912, 1072, 11/2/2, 12,
19 Khata No. 240/248 Page No. 319 as per
Jamabandi Year 2004-05. However, | intend to
avail loan facility from HDFC Bank Ltd. against the
above said property, but original inadvertently, the
Previous Original Sale Deed bearing Wasika No.
7731 dated 02/07/2008 executed by Mohan Lal
Sharma & Daljeet Kumar Sharma S/o. Yashpal
Sharma in favour of Ranjeet Singh S/o. Jagat
Singh has been lost, which are required by HDFC
Bank Ltd. for loan purposes. Previous original sale
deeds are not mortgage/pledge with any bank nor
kept as security with anyone. So, | hereby
informing about the same to everyone via
newspaper that in case if anybody have any
objection regarding the same then please respond
within 15 days on the following address. After
expiry of stipulated period no claim would be
entitled. Contact Person: Vivek Sood, Advocate
Chamber No. 752, 7th Floor, Advocate
Chamber Complex Part-1, District Courts,
Ludhiana. M: 9888882570
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Haryana CM announces major development
bonanza for Badhra constituen

RAJENDRA KHATRY
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini,
while making a series of
announcements for the
Badhra Assembly constitu-
ency, said that the high-
tension electricity wires
passing over residential
areas in the region will be
removed by the Electric-
ity Department. For this
purpose, an amount of Rs
3 crore will be provided to
the department and the
government will bear the
entire cost.

In addition, the Chief
Minister announced that
anew grain market will be
established in Badhra once
suitable land is made avail-
able. He also announced the
construction of a vegetable
market in village Hadouda,
subject to feasibility assess-
ment, and the inclusion of
village Jhojhu Kalan under
the Mahagram Yojana.

These announcements
were made during a pub-
lic meeting held at Jho-

jhu Kalan in the Badhra
Assembly constituency of
district Charkhi Dadri on
Thursday. On this occa-
sion, Irrigation and Water
Resources Minister Shruti
Chaudhary, Member of Par-
liament Dharambir Singh,
and other dignitaries were
also present.

Saini announced that the
consolidation work of cer-
tain villages in the Badhra
Assembly constituency,
which is currently pend-
ing, will be completed at the
earliest. He further stated
that a veterinary hospital
will be established in vil-
lage Patuwas once suitable

land is made available. He
also announced that Badhra
will be granted the status of
an electricity division, and
an electricity office will be
constructed for which Rs 3
crore has been sanctioned.
In addition, after conduct-
ing a feasibility assessment,
the Badhra Public Health
sub-division will be up-
graded to a full division.
Announcing plans to
upgrade the Kaliyana-
Dadri road to a four-lane
highway, the Chief Min-
ister said the project will
proceed after the feasibil-
ity study. Responding to
the demand for granting

sub-tehsil status to Jho-
jhu Kalan, he said that
an application should be
submitted to the com-
mittee constituted by the
government for such mat-
ters. Furthermore, he an-
nounced that a fire station
will be set up in Badhra af-
ter feasibility assessment.
The government schools
in Mahrana and Dhani
Phogat villages will also
be upgraded to the senior
secondary level following
a feasibility review.

Saini, while announcing
measures to strengthen
the road network in the
Badhra Assembly constitu-
ency, stated that 100 roads
covering a total length of
311.20 km, currently under
the Defect Liability Period
(DLP), will be repaired by
the concerned agencies. In
addition, he announced Rs
20.40 crore for the repair
of 12 PWD roads spanning
48.31 km. Special repairs
will also be carried out on
five roads measuring 13.80
km under the Marketing
Board in the Badhra area.
Furthermore, Rs 1.19 crore

has been sanctioned for
the special repair of three
roads with a total length of
11.70 km. Alongside this,
21 roads totaling 63.9 km,
also falling under the DLP,
will be repaired through
the respective agencies.
He also announced that
an Industrial Training In-
stitute (ITT) will be opened
in Kari-Rupa, subject to
a feasibility study. Addi-
tionally, the Chief Minister
announced Rs 5 crore for
the construction of kutcha
(unpaved) roads in villages
under the Badhra Assem-
bly constituency, along
with another Rs 5 crore
for various development
works in rural areas of the
constituency.

Speaking on women’s
empowerment, the Chief
Minister said that the
government has launched
the Lado Laxmi Yojana
with a dedicated budget-
ary provision of Rs 5,000
crore. Under this scheme,
the government will soon
begin providing Rs 2,100
directly to eligible women
beneficiaries.

HARYANA

Haryana govt to fulfil
genuine demands
of Arhtiyas soon:

Agriculture Minister
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh July 24

Haryana Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Minis-
ter Shyam Singh Rana on
Thursday said that the state
government will soon fulfill
the genuine demands of Ar-
htiyas (commission agents).
He emphasized that Arhtiyas
are friends of farmers and
that both work in close coop-
eration to accomplish their
respective responsibilities.
Rana was chairing the
meeting of the represen-
tatives of the Arhtiya As-
sociation in Chandigarh
today. Principal Secretary,
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Department Pan-
kaj Agarwal, Director, Food,
Civil Supplies and Consumer
Affairs Department Anshaj
Singh, Chief Administrator
Haryana State Agricultural
Marketing Board Mukesh
Kumar Ahuja, Managing
Director of Haryana State
Warehousing Corporation
Limited Dr Shaleen, and
representatives of the Ar-
htiya Association were also
present in the meeting.

Haryana govt issues transfer and
posting orders of 7 IAS officers

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

The Haryana Government has
issued transfer and posting
orders for IAS officers, effective
from the date of their joining.

Ankita Puwar has been
posted as Sub Divisional Of-
ficer (Civil), Nuh.

Aniruddh Yadav has been
posted as Sub Divisional Of-
ficer (Civil), Narnaul, and
Deputy CEO and Deputy
Managing Director, Haryana
Multi Modal Logistic Hub
Project Limited.

Abhinav Siwach has been
posted as Sub Divisional Of-

HIMACHAL/J&K

ficer (Civil), Pehowa while
Akash Sharma has been
posted as Sub Divisional Of-
ficer (Civil), Tohana.

Kanika Goyal has been
posted as Sub Divisional Of-
ficer (Civil), Mahendragarh.
Yogesh Saini has been post-
ed as Sub Divisional Officer
(Civil), Charkhi Dadri while
Ravi Meena has been posted as
Sub Divisional Officer (Civil),
Tosham.

These officers will assume
charge at their new postings
after being relieved from Lal
Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration,
Mussoorie.

BSF search operation on after
suspected infiltration in J&K’s

Jammu district

JAMMU, JULY 24

Border Security Force (BSF)
troopers on Thursday con-
tinued a search operation
along the international
border (IB) after suspected
infiltration in the R.S. Pura
sector of Jammu district.

BSF officials said the
operation began late on
Wednesday night and con-
tinued through the early
hours of Thursday.

Troopers carried out
coordinated searches in
the forward villages, agri-
cultural fields, and dense
vegetation near the border
fence.

“An infiltration alert was
also issued across the R.S.
Pura and Arnia sectors,
prompting night patrol-
ling and intensified surveil-
lance measures. Additional
personnel, dog squads and
thermal imaging equipment

to monitor any movement
across the border,” a BSF
official said.

Drone surveillance was
also pressed into service to
aid ground troops in scan-
ning difficult terrain. The
heightened activity comes
amid ongoing concerns
over attempts by terror-
ists to exploit vulnerable
stretches of the border to
infiltrate ahead of upcom-
ing national events and
festivals.

Villagers residing near
the zero line have been ad-
vised to remain vigilant
and report any suspicious
movement to the nearest
security post. IANS

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

The Haryana State
Transport Department
is continuously working
to provide safe, comfort-
able, and timely trans-
portation services across
the state. In this direc-
tion, a special arrange-
ment has been made to
ensure the successful
conduct of the upcoming
CET Group-C examina-
tion scheduled to be held
on July 26 and 27.

Sharing more details in
this regard, a spokesperson
of the transport depart-
ment said that the depart-
ment has been entrusted
with the responsibility of
ensuring safe transport for
the candidates coming to
examination centers and
going back home after ap-
pearing in the CET Group-
C examination scheduled to
be held across the centers
setup in all districts and in
Chandigarh.

The spokesperson shared
that around 12,000 buses

Free bus facility for candidates
appearing for CET Group-C
Examination in Haryana

will be deployed by the
department, operating in
accordance with both ex-
amination sessions each
day. For the morning ses-
sion (10:00 AM - 11:45
AM), transportation will
be provided to the can-
didates to the nearest ex-
amination center bus stop
by 7:00 AM, and for the
afternoon session (3:15
PM - 5:00 PM), by 12:00
noon. Wherever feasible,
free shuttle services will
also be arranged to take
candidates to the final ex-
amination venue from the
drop-off points.

The spokesperson fur-
ther shared that one fam-
ily member accompanying
afemale candidate will also
be allowed to avail the free
bus service. To benefit from
this facility, only the admit
card needs to be shown. All
candidates are advised to
reach their nearest depot/
sub-depot bus stand well
before the departure time
to make full use of the free
transportation service being
provided by the government.

Gangwa directs strict monitoring of AMRUT scheme and CM announcements

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 24

Haryana’s Public Health
Engineering and PWD
Minister Ranbir Gangwa
held an important review
meeting today at the Civil
Secretariat in Chandigarh
with senior officials of the
Public Health Engineering
Department. The main ob-
jective of the meeting was
to review the progress of
ongoing development proj-
ects in the state, ensure
the quality of work and
find effective solutions to
public issues.

A district-wise review of

works under the AMRUT
scheme was conducted.
Gangwa stated that all
projects under this scheme
must be closely monitored
and implemented without
any laxity. “This scheme
aims to improve urban in-
frastructure and provide
better facilities to citizens,
so delays or substandard
work will not be tolerated,”
he said.

The meeting focused on
the implementation of an-
nouncements made by the
Chief Minister. The Min-
ister directed officials to
treat CM announcements
as commitments made to

the public and to complete
them on priority. If any
project is delayed, he asked
for a report and imme-
diate action to expedite
progress.

Taking a firm stand
on construction quality,
Gangwa warned that “a
low bid in tenders does not
give contractors the licence
to use substandard materi-
als. We want good qual-
ity work. There will be no
compromise on strength
and standards.” He in-
structed regular quality
checks and sampling of
materials used in projects.
Junior Engineers (JEs)

should maintain close
supervision at work sites,
ensuring cement, steel and
other materials are of high
quality.

The Minister sought de-
tailed district-wise reports
on drainage following
recent rainfall. Officials
shared data on rainfall lev-
els and drainage response
times. Gangwa directed
that the drainage process
be made more efficient to
prevent future waterlog-
ging. He emphasized bet-
ter coordination among
departments. Reports were
also taken on the time
taken for water drainage

Over 3.42 pilgrims had ‘Darshan’ in 21 days, Amarnath
Yatra to cross officially expected 3.5-lakh mark

SRINAGAR, JULY 24

Since this year’s Amarnath
Yatra started on July 3,
more than 3.42 lakh Yatris
had ‘Darshan’ so far while
a fresh batch of 3,500 pil-
grims started their journey
on Thursday from Jammu
towards the two base camps,
officials said.

Officials said that more
than 3.42 Yatris have per-
formed the ongoing Ama-
rnath Yatra during the last
21 days as the huge rush of
pilgrims continues unabated.

“The officially expected
figure of 3.50 lakh Yatris
performing the Yatra this
year is likely to be crossed on
Thursday only while 17 days
are still left for the conclusion
of this year’s Yatra.”

“The Yatra has been go-
ing on peacefully, smoothly
and this has encouraged the
devotees to come in record
numbers. As more than 3.42
lakh had Darshan in last 21
days, we had another batch
of 3,500 Yatris, who left the

Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas
in Jammu for the Valley on
Thursday.”

“Of these, the first escorted
convoy of 45 vehicles carry-
ing 832 Yatris left for Baltal
base camp at 3:25 a.m. while
the second convoy of 95 ve-
hicles carrying 2,668 Yatris
to Pahalgam base camp left
at 4:01 a.m.,” officials said.

The Bhumi Pujan of
‘Chhari Mubarak’ (Lord
Shiva’s Holy Abode) was
performed at Pahalgam on
July 10.

The Chhari Mubarak was
then taken back to its seat
at the Dashnami Akhara
building.

It will start its final journey
towards the cave shrine from
Dashnami Akhara temple
in Srinagar on August 4
and will reach the holy cave
shrine on August 9, marking
the official conclusion of the
Yatra.

Authorities have made ex-
tensive multi-tier security
arrangements for this year’s
Amarnath Yatra, as this takes
place after the cowardly at-
tack of April 22 in which
Pakistan-backed terrorists
killed 26 civilians after seg-
regating them based on faith
in the Baisaran meadow of
Pahalgam.

Additional 180 companies

of Central Armed Police
Forces have been brought
in to augment the existing
strength of the Army, BSF,
CRPF, SSB and the local
police.

The Army has deployed
more than 8,000 special
Commandos to secure the
passage of the pilgrims this
year.

The Yatra started on July
3 and will end after 38 days
on August 9, coinciding with
Shravan Purnima and Rak-
sha Bandhan.

Yatris approach the holy
cave shrine situated 3,888
metres above sea level in the
Kashmir Himalayas either
from the traditional Pahal-
gam route or the shorter
Baltal route.

Those using the Pahalgam
route pass through Chan-
danwari, Sheshnag and
Panchtarni to reach the cave
shrine, covering a distance of
46 km on foot.

This trek takes a pilgrim
four days to get to the cave
shrine. IANS

in areas like Bhiwani, Lo-
haru, Siwani, Adampur,
Mahendragarh, Kalanaur,
Sampla, Meham, Rania,
Kalanwali and Dabwali.
He stressed that the state
must have efficient sys-
tems for drainage and
drinking water supply.
Officials informed that
over 50 major projects
worth more than Rs 5,000
crore are currently under-
way across the state, many
of which are linked to CM
announcements. Addition-
ally, 19 stormwater proj-
ects worth Rs 297 crore are
in progress. The Minister
directed regular moni-

toring and completion of
these projects within the
set timelines.

The Minister also dis-
cussed the handling of
emergency work in the
Public Health Depart-
ment. Officials informed
that a Standard Operat-
ing Procedure (SOP) has
been prepared. Gangwa
ordered its immediate
implementation across
all districts to ensure
quick responses during
disasters, rain, sewer
blockages, and other
emergencies. He said this
will improve efficiency
and readiness.

Five killed as HRTC bus rolls down
hill in Himachal’s Mandi

SHIMLA, JULY 24

At least five people were
killed and several injured
when a Himachal Road
Transport Corporation
(HRTC) bus rolled down
the hill in Mandi district on
Thursday, police said.

The bus with 30 passen-
gers on board skidded off
the road and rolled down
into the ditch.

The injured were rushed
to the Civil Hospital at
Sarkaghat town, from where
three in a critical condition
were referred to the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
in Bilaspur.

Superintendent of Po-
lice Sakshi Verma told the
media that four -- two men
and two women -- died on
the spot. The injured were
rushed to the Civil Hospital
in Sarkaghat.

The cause of the accident
is yet to be determined, and
further investigation is un-
derway.

Emergency teams from the
police station in Sarkaghat

and the office of the Deputy
Superintendent of Police
reached the spot soon after
the incident. Ambulances
were immediately deployed.

The administration had
a tough time extracting the
victims from the bus.

The villagers were the first
responders, and they started
the rescue operations before
the authorities could reach
the spot.

Most of the victims were
locals, said the officials.

Chief Minister Sukhwind-
er Sukhu expressed grief over
the accident at Tarangala
near Maseran of Sarkaghat
subdivision.

He said instructions have
been issued to the district
administration to take the
injured to the hospital and
provide treatment.

“In this hour of sorrow, I
offer my condolences to the
bereaved family, praying for
the repose of the souls of
the departed. Also, I wish
a speedy recovery to all the
injured,” the Chief Minister
wrote on X. IANS

Heavy rain to continue in
Himachal Pradesh till July 29

SHIMLA, JULY 24

The state Meteorological
Department has issued a
yellow warning of heavy
rain for several districts
from July 27 to 29.

Light to moderate rain
with continue across the
state till July 29 with a few
spells of heavy rain from
July 27 to 29. The maxi-
mum temperatures in the
state are also likely to rise

by 3°C to 5°C in the next
three to four days while the
minimum temperatures are
expected to remain normal.

Meanwhile, the state con-
tinued to experience light
to moderate rain in many
places in the past 24 hours.

Manali received the high-
est 57 mm of rain, followed
by Sarahan in Shimla dis-
trict (37.5 mm), Bilaspur ( 27
mm), Palampur (22.4 mm),
Nadaun (20 mm), Bhuntar

(17.6 mm), Narkanda (17
mm), Dharamsala (12.8
mm), Sundernagar (10.2
mm), Keylong (10 mm), So-
lan (9.2 mm), Kangra (6.6
mm), Mandi (6.2 mm) and
Shimla 5.6 mm.

The maximum tempera-
tures during the past 24
hours were in the range
0f 16°C to 31°C while the
minimum temperatures
were in the range of 12°C
to 26°C. AGENCIES

Himachal BJP delegation apprises
Union Ministers about calamity loss

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

A delegation of Himachal
Pradesh BJP, comprising
Leader of Opposition Jairam
Thakur, on Thursday met
Union ministers including
Home Minister Amit Shah
here and apprised them about
the loss of public and private
infrastructure such as roads
and bridges, and about the
ongoing relief operations after
the natural calamity.

Home Minister Shah as-
sured the delegation that he
would personally visit the

state to take stock of the situ-
ation. State unit chief Rajiv
Bindal said that J.P. Nadda,
who is also the national party
President, was apprised about
the situation. On July 9, J.P.
Nadda himself came to Mandi
district and visited the disas-
ter-ravaged villages. Later,
the delegation under the lead-
ership of Nadda met Union
Minister of Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadkari,
who promised to provide all
kinds of help for the mainte-
nance and reconstruction of
national highways. IANS

Make state anti-drug campaign national movement,
says Himachal Pradesh Governor

SHIMLA, JULY 24

Himachal Pradesh Gover-
nor Shiv Pratap Shukla on
Thursday said the anti-drug
campaign, initiated by him
in the state, would now be
adapted at the national
level. The Governor told
the media that a high-level
committee led by Union
Minister of Youth Affairs
and Sports Mansukh Man-
daviya recently visited the
Raj Bhavan here to study
the ‘Nasha Mukt Himachal’

model. After reviewing its
success, the ministry has de-
cided to replicate the model
across the country.

As afirst step, the ministry
organised a national youth
spiritual retreat titled ‘Nasha
Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat’

on July 20 in Kashi in Uttar
Pradesh, in which Governor
Shukla participated in the
concluding session.

Expressing concern over
the rising drug menace, the
Governor emphasised the
need for the state govern-
ment to establish a new state-
of-the-art de-addiction and
rehabilitation centre.

He said his campaign
was inspired by the vision
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and is rooted in com-
munity participation. IANS



Philippines hit by
heavy rains, severe
flooding amid series of

storms

MANILA: Heavy rain threat-
ened to trigger more severe
floods and landslides in the
Philippines on Thursday
as the country experiences
a series of three tropical
storms in days, worsening
a disaster that has already
left up to 12 people dead
and over 2.7 million people
displaced. In a report, the
National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Manage-
ment Council NDRRMC)
said that a total of 765,869
families, or approximately
2,733,646 people, have
been affected nationwide by
flooding and landslides due
to relentless rain dumped
by Tropical Storm Wipha
and the enhanced south-
west monsoon since last
week. IANS

South Korea:
Ex-President Yoon
skips insurrection trial
for third straight week

SEOUL: South Korea’s for-
mer President Yoon Suk
Yeol did not attend his in-
surrection trial for the third
consecutive week Thursday,
again citing poor health.
The 10th hearing of the trial
opened at the Seoul Central
District Court without the
appearance of Yoon, who
is currently under arrest at
the Seoul Detention Centre
in Uiwang, just south of
the Capital. “Since he has
not appeared consecutively,
we will begin investigation
proceedings in accordance
with the Criminal Proce-
dure Code and criminal
procedure rules,” the court
said. “We will verify with the
detention centre whether
he is in fact in poor health
and whether it is possible
to bring him in.” IANS

Monsoon fury claims
18 more lives in

Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Eighteen
more people have lost their
lives across Pakistan as tor-
rential monsoon continues
to batter several areas of the
country, triggering devas-
tating floods and storms.
The National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) issued a warn-
ing predicting continued
rainfall across most parts of
the country through July 25,
leading Pakistani daily, The
Express Tribune reports. At
least 13 people were killed
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(K-P) province, while 10-15
people were swept away in
Pakistan-occupied Gilgit-
Baltistan. According to the
Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority (PDMA)
statement on Wednesday,
among the 13 deceased in
K-P province, nine are chil-
dren, three women and one
man. IANS

13 political parties urge
Yunus to announce date
for national election

DHAKA: Leaders of 13 po-
litical parties and alliances
have called on Bangladesh’s
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus to immediately an-
nounce the date for the na-
tional election. The leaders
raised the demand during
the meeting held at the
state guest house Jamuna
on Wednesday, where party
representatives demanded
ensuring equal opportunities
for all political parties by
ending what they described
as the government’s “biased
behaviour,” Bangladesh-
based The Business Stan-
dard reported. The repre-
sentatives of political parties
emphasised that a free and
fair poll would not be pos-
sible until the government
maintained neutrality. IANS

swap amid new round of

Moscow, JuL

Russia and Ukraine have
exchanged prisoners of
conflict as delegations of
the two countries held their
third round of direct talks in
the city of Istanbul, Turkey.

The swap was conduct-
ed in accordance with the
agreements both sides
reached during their last
talks on June 2 in Istanbul,
the Russian Defence Min-
istry said on Wednesday in
a statement.

The Russian servicemen
are in Belarus and will be
transported to Russia for
treatment and rehabilita-
tion in military medical
institutions, it added.

Russia and Ukraine held
two rounds of direct talks
on May 16 and June 2 in Is-
tanbul, Xinhua news agency
reported.

During the second round,
they agreed on an “all-for-
all” exchange of seriously
ill and wounded prisoners,
and soldiers under the age
of 25, as well as the trans-

WORLD

NEWSERIE'S Russia, Ukraine conduct prisoner UN says Gaza aid operations
under severe strain

“We have progress
on the humanitarian
track, with no prog-
ress on a cessation of
hostilities,” Ukraine’s
chief delegate Rustem
Umerov said after
talks that lasted just
40 minutes.

fer of the bodies of fallen
soldiers.

More than 1,000 Ukrai-
nian servicemen have

returned home in accor-
dance with the Istanbul
agreements, according to
Ukraine’s Coordination
Headquarters for the Treat-
ment of Prisoners of War.

“We have progress on the
humanitarian track, with no
progress on a cessation of
hostilities,” Ukraine’s chief
delegate Rustem Umerov
said after talks that lasted
just 40 minutes.

Russia’s chief delegate
Vladimir Medinsky said the
point of a leaders’ meeting
should be to sign an agree-
ment, not to “discuss every-

talks

thing from scratch”.

He renewed Moscow’s
call for a series of short
ceasefires of 24-48 hours
to enable the retrieval of
bodies.

Ukraine said it wants an
immediate and much longer
ceasefire.

The talks took place just
over a week after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump threat-
ened heavy new sanctions
on Russia and countries
that buy its exports unless
a peace deal was reached
within 50 days.

There was no sign of any
progress towards that goal,
although both sides said
there was discussion of
further humanitarian ex-
changes following a series
of prisoner swaps, the lat-
est of which took place on
Wednesday.

Medinsky said the nego-
tiators agreed to exchange
at least 1,200 more prison-
ers of war from each side,
and Russia had offered to
hand over another 3,000
Ukrainian bodies.  IANS

UNITED NATIONS, JULY 24

Access to supplies for distri-
bution to hungry Gazans and
security risks for aid workers
are putting relief operations
under severe strain, UN hu-
manitarians said.

Relief workers face signifi-
cant security risks. Supply
crossings remain unreliable
and critical supplies are rou-
tinely delayed or blocked.
The amount of aid that has
been entering Gaza is a trick-
le compared to the immense
needs, said the UN Office
for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA)
on Wednesday.

“Israel must enable safe
and unimpeded aid deliv-
ery, allow the entry of critical
equipment and fuel, open
all crossings, and restore
movement along key sup-
ply routes,” OCHA added.

“Humanitarian staff must
be able to operate safely,
people must be allowed to
move freely, and supplies,
including from the private
sector, must reach all parts
of Gaza.”

bright
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The office said if the con-
ditions are met, the United
Nations will urgently pri-
oritise providing food, wa-
ter, shelter, medical care and
protection to the civilians
of Gaza who have faced un-
imaginable hardships for
far too long, Xinhua news
agency reported.

The world body stands
ready to seize the opportu-
nity of a ceasefire to signifi-
cantly scale up humanitarian
operations across Gaza, as it
did during previous pauses in
hostilities, the office added.

OCHA warned that the
hunger crisis in Gaza has never
been so dire, with aid organisa-

tions reporting that as mass
starvation spreads across the
strip, aid workers and those
they serve are wasting away.

The office said its partners
report aid workers are fainting
from hunger and exhaustion.

Despite catastrophic condi-
tions, aid workers continue to
deliver life-saving assistance,
wherever and whenever pos-
sible.

However, the office said
that to sustain operations, in-
cluding nutrition programs,
the Israeli authorities must
facilitate the delivery of much
more aid into and across all
areas of the Gaza Strip with-
out delay. IANS

Over 145,000 displaced as sporadic violence
persists in Syria’s Sweida: UN

DAMASCUS, JULY 24

Sporadic clashes, drone
strikes, and ground fight-
ing continued in Syria’s
Sweida province and sur-
rounding areas despite a
declared truce, with the
number of displaced reach-
ing more than 145,000, the
United Nations said.

According to the UN Of-
fice for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) on Wednesday,
the violence between July
20 and 22 has included
mortar attacks and aerial
surveillance, further injur-
ing civilians and forcing
thousands to flee, Xinhua
news agency reported.

Most of the displaced
have remained within
Sweida province, while
others have sought safety
in neighbouring Daraa and
Rural Damascus gover-
norates.

Access to basic services
remains severely disrupted
across Sweida.

The UN reported wide-
spread outages in elec-
tricity, water, fuel, and
telecommunications,
while food insecurity is
worsening due to market
disruptions and the closure
of bakeries.

Humanitarian organisa-
tions have begun respond-

ing to the crisis, delivering
medical care, protection
services, food, clean wa-
ter, and non-food items to
affected communities, al-
though access constraints
continue to hamper efforts.
Two batches of aid dis-
tributions from the Syrian
Arab Red Crescent (SARC)
have reached parts of
Sweida and Salkhad dis-
tricts, providing food, fuel,
and medical supplies.
The UN warned that
displacement is still ongo-
ing and that overcrowded
shelters, poor sanitation
facilities, and contamina-
tion from explosive ord-
nance are compounding
protection risks for already
vulnerable populations.
More than 93,000 Syr-
ians have been displaced
across Sweida, neighbour-
ing Dar’a governorate and
Rural Damascus due to
escalating violence in the
city, UN Spokesperson
Stephane Dujarric said
at Monday’s daily press

Hindu temple in Australia defaced

with racist graffiti

CANBERRA, JULY 24

In arecent disturbing act of
racial violence, a prominent
Hindu temple in Melbourne
was vandalised with racist
graffiti in Victoria, Austra-
lia. This incident has raised
concerns within the com-
munity about the increasing
hate attacks on Hindus in
the country.

The incident occurred at
Shree Swaminarayan Tem-
ple as it was smeared with
a hateful slur that read “Go
Home” and used words like
“brown” along with abusive
slang, according to media
reports.

Additionally, the same
racist message was also
found on the walls of two
nearby Asian run restau-
rants, which further out-
raged the people who raised
serious concerns over the
hate attacks.

Confirming the incident,
Victoria Police mentioned
they are investigating “four
linked incidents in Boro-
nia,” including the temple

and two restaurants.

“Police are investigating
following reports of graffiti
in Bayswater and Boronia
on July 21... It is understood
graffiti was spray-painted
on the front of a healing
centre on the Mountain
Highway overnight,” Aus-
tralian media outlet The
Australia Today quoted the
police as saying.

“Shortly after, graffiti
was discovered on a tem-
ple on Wadhurst Drive in
Boronia about 9.30 a.m.
Two further restaurants
were located with graf-
fiti on Boronia Road,” it
added.

Makrand Bhagwat, Pres-
ident of the Hindu Coun-
cil of Australia’s Victoria
chapter, expressed shock
over the incident at the
site, which unfolded on
Monday morning. IANS

briefing in New York.Most
displaced people in Sweida
are staying with local com-
munities or in one of 15
reception centres, while
around 30 collective shel-
ters have opened in Dar’a.

Infrastructure and ser-
vices are suffering in the
area. Some hospitals and
health centres in Sweida
are out of service, water
infrastructure has been
critically damaged, signifi-
cant cuts to electricity have
been reported, and access
to food is disrupted.

The convoy of 32 trucks
carried food, water, medi-
cal supplies and fuel
provided by the World
Food Programme (WFP),
the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and other
partners.

UN Emergency Relief
Coordinator Tom Fletcher
welcomed this initial deliv-
ery on social media, saying
it was a “desperately needed
first step, but much more
relief is needed”. IANS

US opens investigation into Harvard’s
participation in Exchange Visitor Programme

WASHINGTON, JULY 24

The US State Department
has said that it is opening an
investigation into Harvard
University’s continued eligi-
bility as a sponsor for the Ex-
change Visitor Programme,
which allows foreign students
and scholars to participate in
exchange programs in the US.

The investigation marks
the Trump administration’s
renewed effort to restrict the
admission of overseas students

at the country’s oldest uni-
versity, Xinhua news agency
reported.

“To maintain their privilege
to sponsor exchange visitors,
sponsors must comply with
all regulations, including
conducting their programs

in amanner that does not un-
dermine the foreign policy
objectives or compromise the
national security interests of
the US,” US State Secretary
Marco Rubio said on Wednes-
day in a statement.

“The investigation will
ensure that State Depart-
ment programs do not run
contrary to our nation’s in-
terests,” Rubio added.

The Trump administra-
tion has designated com-
bating anti-semitism a for-

eign policy aim, and State
Department officials have
maintained that statements
as broad as calls to cut off
military aid to Israel could
be grounds for revoking a
non-citizen’s visa. The federal
government has also sug-
gested that Harvard’s ties
to China could be a national
security threat.

The Wednesday probe is
yet another escalation in the
Trump administration’s ongo-
ing pressure campaign into
Harvard, which has continued
to ramp up even as the two
parties pursue negotiations
in Washington. IANS

Iran imposes office closures, water restrictions
amid unprecedented drought

TEHRAN, JULY 24

Iranian authorities have
closed government offices
in 22 provinces, including
Tehran, and reduced work-
ing hours in four others to
manage water and elec-
tricity shortages during a
record heatwave.

The decision was made
on Wednesday as tempera-
tures exceeded 40 degrees
Celsius nationwide, near-
ing 50 degrees Celsius in
some regions, Xinhua news
agency reported.

It also followed an “un-
precedented” drought, with
precipitation from the be-
ginning of the current water

year, which started on Sep-
tember 22, 2024, declin-
ing by 40 per cent from the
long-term average recorded
in the same period of the
previous water year, the of-
ficial news agency IRNA
reported on Wednesday,
quoting the Iran Water Re-
sources Management.
According to IRNA, dams
now hold only 44 per cent
of capacity, while southern

North Korean leader calls for bolstering
combat capability during artillery drills

SEOUL, JULY 24

North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un has called on the
military to strengthen com-
bat capability through in-
tensive training, stressing
the capability “of imme-
diately coping with a war
anytime and destroying
the enemy in every battle,”
state media reported on
Thursday.

Kim made the remarks

as he observed a firing con-
test of artillery subunits
of the Korean People’s
Army (KPA) the previ-

ous day, accompanied by
senior party and defence
officials, reports Yonhap,
quoting Korean Central

provinces like Hormozgan
and Fars face total deple-
tion.

Iranian Students’ News
Agency (ISNA), citing Ira-
nian Energy Minister Ab-
bas Aliabadi, reported on
Wednesday that Tehran’s
dams recorded a 50 per cent
drop in water intake.

He also confirmed a 41
per cent rainfall decrease
in Tehran.

The Tehran Province Wa-
ter and Wastewater Com-
pany said on Wednesday
that it will suspend water
supply to all public and pri-
vate pools as of Thursday
until further notice, IRNA
reported. IANS

News Agency (KCNA).

During the training
aimed at sharpening ar-
tillery firing capabilities,
participating units were
ordered to hit a maritime
target that was designated
at a spot in a limited time,
the KCNA said.

Kim expressed satisfac-
tion after observing the con-
test and called for further
developing the military’s ar-
tillery tactics “in keeping with
the harsh and acute environ-
ment of the daily-changing
modern battlefield,” the
KCNA said. IANS

South Korea: Death
toll rises to 23
after heavy rains,
landslides

SEOUL, JULY 24

Four more people have been
confirmed dead after last
week’s heavy rains that trig-
gered floods and landslides,
bringing the total number
of deaths to 23, the interior
ministry said Thursday.

Authorities discovered
the bodies of three people
missing in the southern
county of Sancheong and
another in the northern
county of Gapyeong after
heavy downpours bat-
tered the country between
Wednesday and Sunday,
according to the ministry’s
daily safety notice.

With the discovery, the
number of those missing
decreased to five from nine.

By region, 13 people
have been killed in South
Gyeongsang Province,
six in Gyeonggi Province,
three in South Chun-
gcheong Province and one
in the southwestern city of
Gwangju. IANS

amid crackdown on Awami League-era officials

DHAKA, JULY 24

Bangladesh’s former Chief
Justice A.B.M. Khairul
Haque was arrested on
Thursday morning from his
Dhaka residence, local media
reported, quoting the police.

“We arrested former Chief
Justice A.B.M. Khairul
Haque from his Dhanmondi
residence sometime after

8 a.m. on Thursday (July
24). He will be brought to
the DB office. After that,
action will be taken against
him later,” reports leading
Bangladeshi newspaper
Jugantor, quoting Detective
Branch (DB) of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Joint
Commissioner, Mohammad
Nasirul Islam.

However, the senior

police official did not
divulge any details on the
grounds of his arrest and
the ongoing investigation.

“We will share more

information once the details
are available,” said the DB
official.

His arrest also follows a
series of detentions of people
associated with the Awami
League government, adding
to the Muhammad Yunus-
led interim government’s
efforts to suppress Hasina’s
party.

Khairul was appointed

as the country’s 19th Chief
Justice in September 2010
and served until May
2011. He also served as
the chairman of the Law
Commission starting in 2013,
for a three-year term during
the tenure of former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,
and was later reportedly
reappointed to the post
several times. IANS
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Huma's

thriller ‘Bayaan’ selected for Toronto

International Film Festival 2025

uma Qureshi’s headlined

thriller “Bayaan” has been

officially selected for the

prestigious Toronto Interna-

tional Film Festival (TIFF)
2025.

The actress expressed her excitement and
pride as the film gears up for its global pre-
miere on one of the world’s biggest cinematic
stages. Speaking about it, Huma stated,
“Bayaan gave me the opportunity to play
the kind of character I've long been drawn
to—someone within the justice system, yet
up against forces much larger than herself.
It was an absolute joy to work with a team
so passionate and fearless in telling a story
that feels both vital and universal.”

Huma, who has worked on many Indian
and international projects, said she’s
excited that Bayaan will have its world
premiere in the Discovery section at TIFF
— a category known for introducing big
names like Christopher Nolan, Alfonso
Cuaroén, and Barry Jenkins. Describing

“Bayaan,” Qureshi called it a
“strong and relevant story”
about a woman trapped
in a struggle involving
power, faith, and
a system built to
silence her — and
how she must stand up
against it.
Filmmaker Bikas Ranjan Mishra added,

“It is my attempt to bear witness to a society
in transition — and to the quiet courage of
those who choose to speak.” 'm deeply hon-
oured to present my second feature, Bayaan,
at the Toronto International Film Festival in
the Discovery section — a platform that has
launched the journeys of many filmmakers
I admire and cherish.”

“We firmly believe this is a film with global
appeal, and TIFF is the perfect launchpad
to start its journey around the world. As a
producer, I'm always looking for that one
script that can be a breakout film for everyone
involved—and with ‘Bayaan’, I knew we had
something powerful. At Platoon One Films,
our ethos is to champion newer voices and
newer stories that provoke, connect, and chal-
lenge. This film truly embodies that spirit,”
the producer said.

India will shine at the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival 2025 with Bayaan, a
gripping police procedural thriller led by
Huma Qureshi. The film has been officially
chosen for the renowned Discovery section
and is set to have its eagerly awaited world
premiere this September.

Directed by Bikas Ranjan Mishra, “Bay-
aan” is the only Indian title featured in this
category. The cast includes veteran actors
Chandrachur Singh and Sachin Khedekar,
alongside talented performers such as Paritosh
Sand, Avijit Dutt, Vibhore Mayank, Sampa
Mandal, Swati Das, Aditi Kanchan Singh,
and Perry Chhabra. IANS

Vaani reveals what sets
‘Mandala Murders’ apart from
other Indian crime thrillers

ctress Vaani Kapoor

has revealed what

makes her upcom-

ing series, “Mandala

urders,” stand out

from other crime thrillers on In-
dian screens.

The actress shared that the show
brings a fresh perspective to the
genre, with a unique storyline and
intense character arcs. Vaani, who
plays the lead role of detective
Rea Thomas, shared, “What really
sets Mandala Murders apart is the
world it’s set in, it’s not just an-
other whodunnit. The show blends
crime with psychological depth,
exploring the darker side of cult
culture, blind faith, and emotional
trauma. It’s layered, atmospheric,
and visually so distinct.”

“Every character is carrying

Mannara's

'getting there' as she
took a moment to
'dress up after many

quiet days’

H

something... a secret, a wound, a
belief... and that complexity makes
the story feel more real and grip-
ping. It’s unsettling in the best
way,” she added.

Vaibhav Raj Gupta, who plays
the role of cop Vikram, expressed
that what sets Mandala Murders
apart from other crime thrillers
on Indian screens is the writing
and the entire world of Man-
dala. “The characters are not very
simple. As an actor, I've never
seen any show like this on In-
dian OTT. I think the take is
very fresh, especially with the
mythology. Mandala has created
its own mythology, which is very
interesting. And of course, it’s
YRF’s first crime drama thriller,
so that’s something to look for-
ward to.” IANS

ctress Mannara

Chopra, who is

healing from the

loss of her father,

aman Rai Han-

da, said that after many quiet

days, she finally took a moment
to dress up.

Mannara took to her Insta-
gram stories, where she shared
selfies from the car. It had the
actress looking into the camera
lens and gently smiling.

Mannara, who used the
Delhi geotag, wrote: “Took a
moment to dress up today after
many quiet days... Mom said I
should look fresh. I'm getting
there.” She revealed that she
even drove.

“Even drove today. Because
driving reminds me-I'm still
navigating life,” Mannara

wrote. Mannara’s father, Ra-
man Rai Handa, an advocate
at the Delhi High Court, passed
away in Mumbai on June 16 at
the age of 72.

She had shared the news
through her Instagram Sto-
ries, posting the family’s offi-
cial statement and remember-
ing her father as “the pillar of
strength for the family.”

The statement read, “With
profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad demise of our
loving father, who left us for his
heavenly abode on 16/06/2025.
He was the pillar of strength
for our family (sic).”

Reportedly, Mannara’s father,
Raman Rai, had been unwell
and was surrounded by his loved
ones during his final moments
in Mumbai. IANS

~ Vicky Kaushal

relives fond memories as

his debut film ‘Masaan’
completes 10 years

Producers

Richa, Alr's ‘Secrets
of a Mountain Serpent’ set
for Venice premiere

tar couple Richa Chadha and Ali Fazal’s film ‘Secrets of a Mountain
Serpent’ produced under their banner Pushing Buttons Studios is
all set to have its premiere at the Venice Film Festival. “Secrets of a
Mountain Serpent” is directed by Nidhi Saxena, whose debut feature,
Sad Letters of an Imaginary Woman premiered at the 2024 Busan
International Film Festival to great acclaim, is the first Indian woman to
win the Biennale College Fund grant for Secrets of a Mountain Serpent.
Richa Chadha and Ali Fazal said in a joint statement: “We were im-
mediately drawn to Nidhi’s lyrical vision. This is a story rooted in myth
and yet is startlingly relevant today. At PBS, we believe in backing
storytellers who take creative risks and Nidhi has crafted some-
thing singular, poetic, and soulful.” Set in a remote Himalayan
town during the 1990s, ‘Secrets of a Mountain Serpent’ tells
the intimate story of Barkha played by Trimala Adhikari, a
schoolteacher whose husband is posted at the border. In a
place where most men are gone and days echo with silence,
Barkha finds herself drawn to Manik Guho, played by

Adil Hussain, a mysterious outsider who disrupts
the fragile balance of waiting, restraint, and
myth. IANS

ollywood actor Vicky Kaushal
took to social media to cel-
ebrate 10 years of his debut
film, “Masaan.”

The ‘Sanju’ actor shared
heartfelt memories from the project that
marked a turning point in his career.
Taking to his Instagram Stories, the Uri

actor reposted a Prime Video post
that compiles some of his popular
scenes from the film alongside Richa
Chadha. The OTT platform wrote in

the caption, “10 saal kisi rail jaise
guzar gaye #10YearsOfMasaan.”
Sharing the same video, the ac-

tor simply wrote, “10 years.”
The 2015 release drama
marked the acting debut
of Vicky Kaushal and the
directorial debut of Neeraj
Ghaywan. The film also
starred Richa Chadda in
the lead role. The movie
was showcased in the Un
Certain Regard section at

the Cannes Film Festival, where it won
two awards. It was later screened at the
first New York Dalit Film and Cultural
Festival, along with films like “Pariyerum
Perumal,” “Kaala,” and “Fandry.” Since
its release, the film has gained cult status
and continues to be celebrated for its
powerful storytelling.

The story of “Masaan” revolved around
four individuals in Varanasi, each deal-
ing with their own struggles related to
love, grief, and social pressures. It fol-
lowed a low-caste boy in love with an
upper-caste girl, a daughter dealing with
guilt after a tragic encounter, a father
facing moral challenges, and a child
longing for a family. Their lives came
together along the ghats of the Ganges,
as they all tried to break free from the
restrictions of their small-town society.

Meanwhile, Vicky Kaushal’s most re-
cent appearance was in the historical
drama “Chhaava,” where he portrayed
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, the son
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.  1ANS
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Amity Innovation
Incubator’s Investor
Pitch Day showcases
India’s next generation
of disruptive startups

CHANDIGARH: The Am-
ity Innovation Incubator
aimed at nurturing en-
trepreneurial endeavours,
proudly hosted its Investor
Pitch Day, bringing togeth-
er a powerful constellation
of emerging startups and
top-tier investors for an ex-
citing day of live pitches,
strategic networking, and
growth-focused dialogue.
With over 1100+ startups
incubated and accelerated,
the Amity Innovation Incu-
bator, which recently won
AABT’s ‘Incubator of the
Year Award’, continues to
drive its mission to acceler-
ate India’s entrepreneurial
momentum. BPE

LM Thapar School
of Management
celebrates 19th
Foundation Day

CHANDIGARH: LM Thapar
School of Management
(LMTSM), celebrated its
19th Foundation Day with
avibrant ceremony that be-
gan with a symbolic tree
plantation ceremony led
by Advocate Harpal Singh
Cheema, Finance Minister,
Government of Punjab, re-
inforcing LMTSM’s endur-
ing values of sustainabil-
ity and growth. The event
was further marked by the
inauguration of Punjab’s
first LMT-NSE Cogencis
Finance Lab-a state-of-
the-art facility designed to
foster experiential finan-
cial learning, research, and
innovation. The celebra-
tion was graced by Kuljit
Singh Randhawa, MLA,
Derabassi, along with se-
nior leadership from TIET,
including Dr. Ajay Batish,
Pro Vice-Chancellor, and
Dr. Gurbinder Singh, Reg-
istrar. Their presence re-
flected the institute’s legacy
of academic excellence and
forward-thinking leader-
ship. BPE

PNB MetLife launches
Dhan Suraksha Yojna
for Rural Households

LUDHIANA: PNB MetLife
India Insurance Company
Limited (PNB MetLife)
announced the launch of
Dhan Suraksha Yojna, an
affordable micro-insurance
plan. Dhan Suraksha Yojna
is a simple, low-cost life in-
surance solution that helps
rural families secure their
future. With a one-time pre-
mium starting at just Rs
5,000 and no GST charges,
the plan provides affordable
life and accidental death
cover, especially for people
who are acquiring insur-
ance for the first time. The
product will be made avail-
able across 462 branches
of Punjab Gramin Bank,
helping extend protection to
rural and semi-urban areas
in the state. BPE

SBI Card and PhonePe
forms strategic

partnership

LUDHIANA: SBI Card in
partnership with PhonePe
announced the launch of
PhonePe SBI Card. This
new co-branded credit
card aims to provide a
rewarding experience on
everyday spends, crafted
to serve the evolving fi-
nancial needs of customers
across India. The credit
card comes in two vari-
ants, the PhonePe SBI
Card PURPLE and the
PhonePe SBI Card SE-
LECT BLACK, catering
to diverse customer prefer-
ences, and lifestyle spend-
ing needs. Additionally,
both the variants of this
contactless credit cardare

BUSINESS

labour, MSME:s and startups: Piyush Goyal

LONDON, JULY 24

In a major milestone for
India’s global trade ambi-
tions, Union Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on Thursday
hailed the India-UK com-
prehensive economic and
trade agreement (CETA)
as a ‘historic leap’ that will
empower workers, farm-
ers, MSMEs, and startups
across the country.

Congratulating Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, and citizens of
both nations, Goyal said the
agreement unlocks duty-
free access for 99 per cent
of Indian exports to the UK
-- opening up nearly $23
billion worth of new op-
portunities, especially for
labour-intensive industries.

Signed in the presence
of both Prime Ministers,
the agreement marks a new
chapter in India’s trade
relations with developed
nations.

It was inked by Goyal and
UK Secretary of State for

Business and Trade Jona-
than Reynolds after nego-
tiations concluded earlier
this year.

“This deal will transform
the lives of artisans, weav-
ers, and daily-wage earners
employed in sectors such as
textiles, leather, footwear,
gems and jewellery, toys,
and marine products,” Goy-
al said in a post on social
media platform X.

“From village looms to
tech labs, this FTA em-
powers women through
improved financial access
and deeper global integra-
tion,” he added.

Agriculture is another big

winner under the deal, with
nearly 95 per cent of Indian
farm products gaining duty-
free access to the UK.
Fisherfolk too will ben-
efit from zero duty on 99
per cent of marine exports.
Goyal stressed that the
agreement supports “inclu-
sive and gender-equitable
growth”, helping create a
more resilient economy
from the grassroots up.
Beyond traditional sec-
tors, the pact is expected
to boost engineering goods,
electronics, pharma, chemi-
cals, plastics, and food pro-
cessing industries -- all criti-
cal to India’s manufacturing

future. It will also make
high-quality UK goods
more affordable for Indian
consumers.

The services sector, one
of India’s economic power-
houses, is set to gain from
better access to UK markets
in IT, finance, education,
and legal services.

Simplified visa rules and
liberal entry norms will ease
the path for Indian chefs,
yoga instructors, musicians,
business visitors, and pro-
fessionals across sectors.

Another key highlight is
the Double Contribution
Convention, which exempts
Indian professionals and
their employers from paying
social security contributions
in the UK for three years.

Goyal called it a “signifi-
cant breakthrough” that
enhances the cost com-
petitiveness of Indian tal-
ent abroad.

The agreement also opens
doors for Indian startups,
providing them access to UK
investors and innovation hubs,
thereby expanding their global
footprint. IANS
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India-UK trade agreement a game-changerfor India’s power transmission capacity

surged from 75,050 MW to 1,20,340
MW in 8 years: Minister

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

India’s national transmission
infrastructure is adequately
developed to ensure reliable
power flow across regions as
it has been expanded from
75,050 MW during 2016-17
t0 1,20,340 MW as of June
2025, the Parliament was
informed on Thursday.

The Centre plans to in-
crease this power transmis-
sion capacity across the
National Grid to 1,43,000
MW by 2027 and further
to 1,68,000 MW by 2032,
Minister of State for Power
Shripad Naik told the Lok
Sabha in a written reply to
a question.

“A robust National Grid
has been established to fa-
cilitate the transfer of power
from power surplus regions
to power deficit regions,
thereby mitigating the im-
pact of regional disparities
on overall power availability,”
he said.

The minister said that the
installed generation capacity

of the country, as on June 6,
is 484.81 GW.

The capacity of National
Grid is being expanded on a
continuous basis, commen-
surate with the growth in
electricity generation and
electricity demand.

As aresult, imbalances in
power supply and demand
due to locational constraints
are effectively managed with-
out significant transmission
bottlenecks.He further stated
that the development of gen-
eration capacity is guided by
a range of factors, includ-
ing the availability of fuel
sources, logistics, resource
potential, demand growth
and the readiness of associ-
ated infrastructure.

The minister’s reply was ta-
bled in response to a question

raised by Congress member
Shashi Tharoor on whether
regional disparities in power
generation impact the overall
surplus and the effectiveness
of the current transmission
infrastructure.

The Kerala MP also asked
whether any specific short-
term and long-term reme-
dial measures are planned
to strengthen transmission
networks in deficit-prone
states.

The minister also fur-
nished a detailed break-up of
the power generation capac-
ity across states along with
the fuel sources in each state,
such as coal, hydro, natural
gas and nuclear. Besides, he
tabled figures pertaining to
the power supply in various
states of the country. 1ANS

India needs a generation of builders who think
beyond code: Nasscom’s Rajesh Nambiar

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

The tech industry in
India has over five million
technologists, but what
we need now is a genera-
tion of builders who think
beyond code and create
for scale, Rajesh Nambi-
ar, President of Nasscom,
said on Thursday.

Nasscom has an-
nounced its first-ever
‘Tech Developer Con-
fluence’ on August 8 in
Bengaluru.

Aimed at empower-
ing India’s developer
community, the event
will spotlight emerging
technologies like GenAl,
quantum, and cyberse-
curity through hands-on
sessions, masterclasses,
and hackathons.

“The confluence is an
attempt to rewire how we
train, inspire, and spot-
light developer talent in
India,” said Nambiar.

The upcoming confer-
ence will be a national
platform where students,
developers, and technol-
ogy leaders come together
to convert potential into
product, capability into
innovation, and talent
into global impact, ac-
cording to the leading

“The confluence
is an attempt to
rewire how we
train, inspire,
and spotlight
developer talent
in India,” said
Nambiar.

industry association.

IT employees and aspi-
rants can come together
to play a key role in
shaping the future of A,
cloud, quantum, cyber-
security, and product
engineering, it added.

The conference aims to
future-proof India’s skill-
ing ecosystem and enable
grassroots participation
in the deep tech economy.

Coders, architects,
researchers, and student
innovators get a chance

for a full day of hands-on
exploration at the event.
From GenAI-driven
DevOps to multi-agent
systems, space-tech
applications, and syn-
thetic data modeling, the
confluence is tailored to
move beyond theory and
unlock real-world impact,
said Nasscom.

Masterclasses are
scheduled at the con-
ference on subjects
including building
multi-agent AI systems,
synthetic data genera-
tion for AI and GenAl,
and rapid application
development using code
assistants.

Further, discussions
covering cybersecurity
applications of agentic
Al best practices for
end-to-end Responsible
Al implementation, and
compliance strategies
under the DPDP Act
are part of the event.

Nasscom also an-
nounced two dedicated
hackathons, offering de-
velopers the opportunity to
build real-world solutions
around critical industry
challenges. The industry
association represents In-
dia’s $284 billion technol-
ogy industry. IANS

available on the RuPay
and VISA payment net-
works, giving consumers
the choice of network that
best suits their needs. The
RuPay cards can be linked
to UPI as well and can be
used for transactions at
millions of UPI merchants
across the country. The
VISA variant can be to-
kenised on PhonePe and
used securely across a host
of online merchants. BPE

iQ00 launches iQ00
Z10R

CHANDIGARH: iQOO,
the high-performance
smartphone brand, today
launched its latest smart-
phone - the iQOO Z10R.
Tailored for the next gen-
eration of content creators
who love to create, express,
and share, the QOO Z10R
delivers a fully loaded expe-
rience across camera, per-
formance, and design. The
1QO0 Z10R stands out with
its segment-leading 32MP
4K front camera, ideal for
sharp, high-quality selfies,
vlogs, and reels. It also packs
smart camera tools like Al
Erase, AT Photo Enhance,
Multi-Focus Portrait, and
Underwater Mode, making

content creation effortless,
anytime, anywhere.  BPE

Dr Ashok Kumar Mittal
seeks answers on govt
preparedness for road
accidents

CHANDIGARH: Aam
Aadmi Party Rajya Sabha
MP and Founder-Chan-
cellor of Lovely Profes-
sional University, Dr.
Ashok Kumar Mittal,
on Thursday sought
transparency from the
Central Government
on India’s road safety
infrastructure. Given
the opportunity of an
intervention (via an un-
starred question) dur-
ing the Monsoon Ses-
sion, Dr. Mittal asked
Union Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari
four specific questions
regarding the govern-
ment’s preparedness to
tackle road accidents.
Raising the alarming
number of casualties
on highways, Dr. Mittal
emphasised, ‘The people
of India deserve to know
whether help will arrive
on time or not. People de-
serve to know how well-

equipped and well staffed
our trauma centres are-the
go-to sites in case of an
emergency.’ BPE

Using EVs for waste
collection in Amritsar
could reduce fuel costs
and carbon emissions
by at least 60 pc: CEEW

AMRITSAR: Switching
from diesel to electric
vehicles (EVs) for door-
to-door (D2D) waste
collection could reduce
the Amritsar Municipal
Corporation’s fuel costs
by 60-70 per cent and
cut carbon emissions by
64 per cent compared to
diesel vehicles, accord-
ing to a new independent
study released today by
the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water
(CEEW). While most of
Amritsar’s waste collec-
tion fleet runs on diesel,
the study finds that elec-
trifying the ~200 vehicles
used for primary house-
hold waste collection
could save the munici-
pal body over INR 50-70
lakh and avoid 16,000 kg
of PM2.5 emissions each
year. BPE

Adani Energy Solutions clocks robust 71 pc PAT
growth in Q1, EBITDA crosses 32,000 crore

AHMEDABAD, JULY 24

Adani Energy Solutions
Ltd (AESL) on Thursday
reported solid performance
for the April-June quarter
(Q1FY26), clocking a profit
after tax (PAT) growth of
71 per cent (year-on-year),
as EBITDA crossed the Rs
2,000 crore mark, up 14
per cent.

Net profit saw a sharp
uptick to Rs 539 crore in

the quarter, resulting from
a double-digit EBITDA
growth, and aided by lower
depreciation and lower net
tax outgo YoY, the Adani
Group company said in a
statement.

The cash profit of Rs
1,043 crore in Q1 grew by
15 per cent YoY, as EBIT-
DA increased to a record
high of Rs 2,017 crore dur-
ing the quarter -- driven
by resilient performance

in the transmission and
distribution segment and
significant contribution
from the smart metering
business segment.

The company registered
arobust growth of 28 per
cent (year-on-year) in the
total income of Rs 7,026
crore in Q1 FY26, backed
by stable operating per-
formance, SCA (Service
Concession Arrangement)
income due to higher ca-

pex and rising contribution
from smart metering busi-
ness, said the company.
“We are pleased to report
another robust quarter.
The effective on-ground
execution and focused
O&amp;M enabling con-
sistent progress on the
project capex growth con-
tinues to be our key perfor-
mance yardstick as we stay
focused on unlocking the
huge locked-in growth po-
tential in our core business
segments,” said Kandarp
Patel, CEO, Adani Energy
Solutions. IANS

India’s banking sector slated for
key turnaround in Q3: Report

MUMBAI, JULY 24

The third quarter (Q3) of
FY26 is likely to mark a
turning point for India’s
banking sector, as net
interest margins (NIMs)
are expected to stabilise
and earnings begin to
recover, a new report said
on Thursday.

This positive outlook
is supported by easing
funding costs, the upcom-
ing reduction in the Cash

Reserve Ratio (CRR), and
normalisation of credit
costs, according to data
compiled by Motilal Oswal

Executive Centre India
Limited files DRHP
with SEBI, plans to
raise 32,600 crore
through a fresh issue
of equity shares

CHANDIGARH: Executive
Centre India Limited, one
of the early international
brands to lead the offering
of premium flexible work-
space solutions amongst
the flexible workspace op-
erators currently operating
in India has filed its Draft
Red Herring Prospectus
(DRHP) with market
regulator Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI). The IPO comprises
of a fresh issue of equity
shares bearing face value
of Rs 2 each aggregating
up to Rs 2,600 crores. The
company proposes to utilise
the Net Proceeds towards
an investment in TEC Abu
Dhabi, a direct subsidiary,
to finance part-payment of
the consideration for the
acquisition of TEC SGP and
TEC Dubai, two step-down
subsidiaries currently held
by one of the company’s
Corporate Promoters, TEC
Singapore. This transaction
is being carried out in ac-

Financial Services.

As part of this recov-
ery, private sector banks
are showing impressive
resilience in maintain-
ing lending yields despite
multiple repo rate cuts by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBD).

The report highlights
that private banks have
been able to raise their
spreads on fresh loans
-- helping them protect
profitability in a low-rate
environment. In May
2025, the weighted aver-
age lending rate (WALR)
on fresh loans for private

cordance with the terms of
the Internal Restructuring
Agreement. The remaining
proceeds will be allocated
towards general corporate
purposes. BPE

India-UK FTA during
PM Modi’s visit marks
new era for ‘Make in
India’: TVS Motor

CHANDIGARH: TVS Mo-
tor Company on Thursday
welcomed the signing of
the India-UK Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s two-day official visit
to Britain. The landmark
agreement is expected to
double bilateral trade from
USD 60 billion to USD 120
billion by 2030, and is a
significant step forward in
realising the Prime Minis-
ter’s vision of Viksit Bharat.
Welcoming this FTA, Su-
darshan Venu, Managing
Director, TVS Motor Com-
pany said, “We are deeply
inspired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modji’s vision of
Viksit Bharat and his un-
wavering commitment
to making India a global
manufacturing and design
powerhouse. BPE

banks rose by 7 basis
points month-on-month,
the report stated.

This increase reflects
strong pricing strategies
and credit demand. The
spread on fresh rupee
loans over the repo rate for
private banks has reached
its highest level since
August 2022 -- now at 415
basis points.

This indicates that
the lenders are not only
navigating the policy
changes effectively but
also maintaining healthy
margins through strategic
loan repricing. IANS

Indian stock market
ends lower amid
selling in IT, realty
stocks

MUMBAI, JULY 24

The Indian stock market
settled in negative territory
on Thursday following heavy
selling in IT, realty, consumer
goods and energy sector amid
Q1 earnings.

Breaking the last session’s
gaining momentum, Sensex
closed at 82,184.17, down
54:2.4/7 points or 0.66 per cent.
The 30-share index started
the session with a slight gain
at 82,779.95 against the previ-
ous day’s closing of 82,726.64.
However, the index was not
able to maintain the momen-
tum due to selling in heavy-
weights from the IT, realty
and consumer goods sectors.
It touched an intra-day low
of 82,047.22. Nifty closed at
25,062.10,down 0.63 per cent
or157.80 points. Sectoral per-
formance was mixed, as PSU
banks, healthcare, and pharma
stocks outperformed, while the
IT, construction, consumer
goods, energy, and oil and gas
sectors lagged, said Ashika
Institutional Equities in its
note. IANS

SBI Life clocks
14 pc jump in
Q1 net profit

MUMBAI, JULY 24

SBI Life Insurance Company
on Thursday reported a 14
per cent year-on-year (YoY)
rise in its net profit for the
June quarter (Q1 FY26), with
profit increasing to Rs 594
crore compared to Rs 520
crore in the same quarter
previous year.

The company’s net pre-
mium income for the April-
June quarter stood at Rs
17,178 crore, up 14 per cent
from Rs 15,105 crore in the
corresponding quarter pre-
vious year, according to its
stock exchange filing.

Renewal premiums stood
at Rs 10,546 crore in Q1
FY26. This marked a strong
23 per cent increase over the
previous year.

Meanwhile, the first-year
premium was approximately
Rs 35,390 crore, higher than
Rs 31,460 crore in Q1 FY25.

The company said that re-
newal premiums continue to
play akey role in its business
and are expected to remain
an important growth driver
in the coming quarters.

SBI Life’s new business
premium (NBP) also saw a
slight year-on-year increase
of 3 per cent to Rs 7,270
crore, up from Rs 7,030 crore
in a year-ago period.

Gross written premium
(GWP) rose 14 per cent YoY
to Rs 17,810 crore, as per its
exchange filing.In terms of
assets, the company’s assets
under management (AUM)
reached Rs 4.8 lakh crore
-- showing a strong 15 per
cent growth compared to the
same period previous year.

The value of new business
(VoNB) was reported at Rs
1,090 crore, a 12 per cent YoY
increase. SBI Life’s MD and
CEO Amit Jhingran said the
company saw a healthy shift
in its product mix in Q1, with
more focus on protection and
guaranteed non-par savings
products. IANS
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SP RTS

Stokes picks 5-72 to restrict India for
358 despite Pant’s courageous 54

MANCHESTER, JULY 24

Skipper Ben Stokes
grabbed 5-72 as he took
the lead for England to
bowl India out for 358
in 114.1 overs on day
two of fourth Anderson-
Tendulkar Trophy Test
against England at Old
Trafford on Thursday.

Countering England’s
better show with the
ball was Rishabh Pant
astonishing everyone by
coming out to bat despite
a fractured fifth metatar-
sal in the right foot and
hitting a brave 54 off 75
balls - a knock which
will be talked for ages to
come.

Pant, who retired hurt
on 37 after the painful
blow to the foot on day
one, added 17 more runs
to India’s total and that
meant they managed to
cross 350-run mark on a
pitch which could prove
to be a handful for the
likes of Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Siraj, Shar-
dul Thakur and debutant
Anshul Kamboj.

The second session
began with Washington
Sundar getting a healthy
edge off Stokes for four,
before he hooked a short
ball straight to Chris

Woakes to deep fine leg
and fall for 27 off 90
balls. Stokes completed
his first five-wicket haul

in eight years when his
outswinger took an edge
of Kamboj’s bat and was
caught safely by Jamie

BRIEF SCORES: India
358in 114.1 overs (B Sai
Sudharsan 61, Yashasvi
Jaiswal 58; Ben Stokes
5-72, Jofra Archer 3-73)
against England.

Smith.

Pant finally got the
timing right when he
nailed a pull off Archer
for six and reached his
18th Test fifty in 69
balls by reaching out to
Stokes’ wide ball and
sent it cracking through
cover for four. But for
the second consecutive

time, Archer sent Pant’s
off-stump on a cartwheel
ride, as hit gutsy knock
came to an end at 54 off
75 balls and received
rousing reception from
the spectators.

Siraj and Bumrah
hanged around to hit a
boundary each, before the
latter swung a leg-side
delivery off Archer and
the ball was caught by
Smith.

After Root persuaded
to go for a review, that
proved to be a shrewd
move as a nick was
detected and resulted in
India’s innings coming to
an end, with Archer tak-
ing 3-73. IANS

PARTHIV PATEL

“SO, THERE WAS NOTHING WRONG WITH GILL ASKING THE
ENGLISH MEDIA IF IT'S OKAY TO COME TO BAT 90 SECONDS
LATE. THAT WAS A DELIBERATE ATTEMPT. | DON'T THINK

SHUBMAN DID ANYTHING WRONG.”

‘Gill doesn’t look
confused as a captain’

MUMBAI, JULY 24

Shubman Gill’s aggres-
sive approach has sparked
a debate but former India
wicketkeeper-batter Parthiv
Patel says it’s not new and
lauded the young captain for
his assertiveness and clarity
in executing plans during
the ongoing England series.

Gill had fired a verbal salvo
at Zak Crawley during the
Lord’s Test after he and his
opening partner Ben Duckett
arrived 90 seconds late to the
crease late on Day 3.

India had managed to
equal England’s first innings
total of 387, and wanted to
squeeze in two overs in the
remaining six minutes of
play. However, that wasn’t
possible as the English open-
ers took their time to get
ready, and Gill exchanged
words with England openers.

The India skipper later
called the delay “not in the
spirit of the game.”

Asked if Gill's aggressive
stance was surprising, Patel,
who served as assistant coach
of Gill-led Gujarat Titans in
the IPL, said, “No, it’s not.
We've seen him do this in the
IPL too. This sport is about
expressing emotions as long
as you don't cross the line,
and I don’t think Shubman
crossed the line at all.”

“Tt was clear how slowly the
English batsmen were walk-
ing in. Teams like England,
Australia, New Zealand,
and South Africa often use
the term ‘spirit of the game’
conveniently.

“So, there was nothing
wrong with Gill asking the
English media if it’s okay to
come to bat 90 seconds late.
That was a deliberate attempt.
I don’t think Shubman did
anything wrong,” Patel told
reporters during a JioHot-
star virtual interaction. On
Gill's India captaincy, he said,
“This is new to him and he’s
improving. With Gujarat Ti-
tans, whatever I've observed
about him, he’s been very
assertive. He knows what he
wants. He’s very clear with
his plans and ideas. I'm sure
with the time, you will see
very much improvement in

his captaincy also.”

Under Gill’s captaincy, In-
dia won the second Test at
Birmingham and were in a
strong position in the third
before losing the game by
22 runs. “I thought he was
very good compared to the
first Test. He lacks experi-
ence leading Test or four-day
games, but no one is born a
captain.

“It’s good to see that Shub-
man’s been very good. He
doesn’tlook confused on the
field as a captain, opposed
to what he was in first Test
match. But it’s good to see
that he is on the right path,”
said Patel.

Sai Sudharsan, dropped
after the opening Test, scored
his maiden Test half-century
a patient 61 as India posted
264/4 on day one of the
fourth Test. PTI

Pant comes out to bat with fractured toe,
Jagadeesan set to be added as cover

MANCHESTER, JULY 24

Rishabh Pant was on Thurs-
day ruled out of wicket-keep-
ing duties in the ongoing
fourth Test against England
after fracturing his toe but
he came out to bat, even as
Tamil Nadu stumper N Jaga-
deesan got ready to join the
Indian team as cover for the
injured star.

The BCCI stated that Pant
is “available” in the role of a
batter as per team require-
ments during the crunch
game at Old Trafford.

The 27-year-old Pant
retired hurt at 37 on the
opening day and went for
scans after copping a blow
on his right foot while at-
tempting a reverse sweep off
England pacer Chris Woakes
on Wednesday.

“Rishabh Pant, who sus-
tained an injury to his right
foot on Day 1 of the Manches-
ter Test, will not be perform-
ing wicket-keeping duties for
the remainder of the match.
Dhruv Jurel will assume the
role of wicket-keeper,” the
BCCI posted on X.

“Despite his injury,

Rishabh Pant has joined the
team on Day 2 and will be
available to bat as per team
requirements,” it added.
This was after early inputs
from the Board indicated
that Pant has been ruled
out of the series and Ishan
Kishan would be called in
as cover for him. However,
it later emerged that Jaga-
deesan is travelling to the
UK to join the squad as a
replacement for the injured
Pant ahead of the fifth Test.
Jagadeesan is expected to
fill in as wicketkeeper-batter
in the absence of Pant, who
received a standing ovation
from the crowd at Old Traf-

ford after he walked out to
bat with a fractured foot.

Pant came out to bat after
the fall of Shardul Thakur’s
wicket with India at 314,/6
on the overcast day.

With his ability to change
the momentum with auda-
cious stroke-play, Pant is
a game-changer for India.
After undergoing additional
scans, Pant arrived at the sta-
dium wearing a moon boot (a
protective orthopaedic boot)
to support his injured foot.

“His metatarsal bones (a
group of five long bones lo-
cated between the ankle and
toe) seem to be shattered. It
doesn’t look good at all,” a

BCCI source told PTIL.

The severity of the injury
was apparent given the blood
that was seen seeping off
Pant’s right foot on Wednes-
day. The affected area had
considerable swelling as well.

On day one, Pant was the
only one to take the attack to
Jofra Archer and Co. while
the other batters struck at
three runs per over.

Before getting hit on his
right foot, Pant had perfected
an outrageous sweep off Ar-
cher before smashing Brydon
Carse down the ground as if
he was a spinner.

India have already lost
all-rounder Nitish Kumar
Reddy to a knee problem,
while pacers Akash Deep and
Arshdeep Singh are missing
the ongoing game because of
a groin niggle and a finger
injury respectively.

Pant’s injury adds to the
problems for the team which
is trailing 1-2 right now.

The think tank also had
KL Rahul as option to keep
wickets, but he has not per-
formed that role since the
tour of South Africa in the
2023-24 season. PTI

Markram, Bavuma return for
SA white-ball series vs Aus

CAPE TOWN, JULY 24

Batters Dewald Brevis and
Lhuan-dre Pretorius have
been included in South Af-
rica’s Twenty20 and One-
Day International squads
for their white-ball tour
of Australia next month,
as off-spinner Prenelan
Subrayen earns a maiden
limited overs call-up.

Having rested several regu-
lars for the tri-series tourna-
ment in Zimbabwe this month
that also includes New Zea-
land, South Affrica have re-
called Aiden Markram, Kagiso
Rabada, Ryan Rickelton and
Tristan Stubbs.

South Africa play their
hosts in three T20 match-
es between August 10-16
before a three-game ODI
series from August 19-24-.

Subrayen, 31, recently
made his Test debut in Zim-
babwe, as did Brevis, 22, and
Pretorius, 19. All three play-
ers have been included in
both limited overs squads.

Key all-rounder Marco
Jansen misses out on the
tour through injury.

South Africa T20 squad:

Aiden Markram (Captain), Corbin Bosch, Dewald Brevis,
Nandre Burger, George Linde, Kwena Maphaka, Senuran
Muthusamy, Lungi Ngidi, Ngaba Peter, Lhuan-dre Pretorius,
Kagiso Rabada, Ryan Rickelton, Tristan Stubbs, Prenelan
Subrayen and Rassie van der Dussen.

0DI squad:

Temba Bavuma (Captain), Corbin Bosch, Matthew Breetz-
ke, Dewald Brevis, Nandre Burger, Tony de Zorzi, Aiden
Markram, Senuran Muthusamy, Keshav Maharaj, Wiaan
Mulder, Lungi Ngidi, Lhuan-dre Pretorius, Kagiso Rabada,
Ryan Rickelton, Tristan Stubbs and Prenelan Subrayen.

Markram will captain
the T20 side, and Temba

Bavuma will lead the ODI
team. AGENCIES

Relentless Stokes leading
the way for England

MANCHESTER, JULY 24

England captain Ben Stokes
continued his incredible with
the ball in the ongoing five-
Test series against India,
breaking his own record for
the most overs bowled by
himself during a Test series.

Stokes led the way with
the ball for England on a
hard-fought opening day,
taking 2/47 in 14 overs,
picking up the key wick-
ets of captain Shubman
Gll (12) and a well-set Sai
Sudharsan for 61.

Stokes toiled relentlessly
with the ball throughout the
opening day. He delivered a
five-over spell in the morn-
ing session, followed by a
four-over spell and had an
impactful five overs in the fi-

nal session to lead England’s
spirited comeback on Day 1.

Even though a big knock
with the bat continues to
elude him, with just 163
runs in six innings at an
average of 27.16 and best
score of 44, Stokes has been
England’s miracle man with
the ball.

He tops England’s wicket
charts with 13 scalps at an
average of 28.53 in seven
innings, with best figures
of 4/66. AGENCIES

I0A ends feud over CEQ, sets up anti-doping
panel after IOC flags high cases

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

Ending a lengthy feud,
the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation’s Executive Council
on Thursday ratified the
appointment of CEO Ra-
ghuram Iyer and set up a
panel to tackle doping af-
ter India’s poor record was
flagged by the IOC during
anational delegation’s visit
to push for the 2036 Olym-
pic bid.

The EC members had
refused to ratify Iyer’s ap-
pointment made by Presi-
dent P T Usha in January
2024, the bone of conten-
tion being his Rs 20 lakh
per month salary along with
other perks.

However, the differ-
ences on this matter were
resolved following Sports
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya’s intervention, paving
the way for Iyer’s formal
appointment.

“Everything is sorted out,
that is why the CEO (Iyer) is
sitting with me. Otherwise
he would not have been sit-
ting with me here,” Usha
said at a press conference
at the IOA headquarters
with Iyer at her side.

“It will now be very
smooth functioning going
ahead. Otherwise also, there
was no break in IOA func-
tioning. We did very well
in the Paris Olympics and
the Asian Games. We also

conducted two National
Games,” said Usha, who had
abitter and frosty relation-
ship with 12 EC members
in the last more than two
years. IOA joint secretary
Kalyan Chaubey informed
that executive council meet-
ing on Thursday ratified
Iyer’s appointment.
“There were some differ-
ences. We won'’t say there
were nothing. There had

been letters exchanged. But
in democracy, when there
are two people, two opin-
ions, there are always differ-
ences of opinions out there.
No house, no organization
can completely be flawless.

“Rather, we are very happy
that IOA is a house having
difference of opinions. But
right now, we want to look
forward, look forward in the
interest of nation.” Iyer said
“the fact that all of us are here
and I am also here means
that everything is sorted out.”
However, it is learnt that the
salary package of Tyer is likely
to be negotiated.

“He should not get too
less but also not this high.
His salary is a bit high by

Indian standards, as com-
pared to officials of CEO
level in NSFs,” an official
told PTI on conditions of
anonymity.

Treasurer Sahdev Yadav
sought to downplay the bit-
ter feud that marred the
functioning of the IOA
shortly after the elections
of the office bearers in De-
cember 2022. “There was
a little bit of dispute, minor
differences, but it was not a
big issue. And we have sorted
it out, there is no problem
now, we are all together.
We are looking ahead to
the Asian Games, Com-
monwealth Games and our
2036 Olympic bid and 2030
CWG bid,” he said. PTI

BCCI set to host
Asia Cup in UAE,
India-Pakistan
match likely

NEW DELHI/DHAKA, JULY 24

The Indian cricket board is
all set to host the upcoming
Asia Cup T20 tournament
in the United Arab Emirates
with the formal announce-
ment expected in a few days’
time, sources in the Asian
Cricket Council (ACC)said
on Thursday. This was after
an ACC meeting that all 25
member nations attended
to discuss the venue for the
event. BCCI was represented
by its vice-president Rajeev
Shukla virtually.“The BCCI
will host the Asia Cup in the
UAE. India s likely to play all
its matches in Dubai. There
are still deliberations on
scheduling,” an ACC source
told PTI on conditions of
anonymity.

The tournament will be
held for alittle over fortnight
in September. It has to end
before the final week of the
month as India’s Test series
against West Indies is sched-
uled from that point.

“Our vice-president Rajeev
ShukKla ji attended the ACC
meeting. He will brief the
members. I don’t believe in
speculations so you will get
to know officially in a few
days time,” BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia told PTL.

In Dhaka, ACC chairman
and Pakistan Cricket Board
head Mohsin Nagvi also kept
cards close to his chest when
asked about a possible Indo-
Pak match at the continental
event. “We will announce it
shortly. We have had discus-
sions with the BCCI and there
are a few issues that we will
resolve shortly. All 25 mem-
bers attended the meet either
physically or virtually. We are
all on same page,” Naqvi told
reporters. PTI
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